
משה על הר סיני, ציור מאת ז'אן-לאון ז'רום, 1895-1900
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Vayeira 
Vayeira is the fourth Torah portion in the Book of Genesis. It begins 
in Chapter 18, Verse 1 and ends in Chapter 22, Verse 24. The Torah 
portion offers a continued account of the life story of our forefather 
Abraham and his nephew Lot. The Torah portion talks about the 
arrival of the angels and their message to Sarah regarding the birth 
of her and Abraham's son, the destruction of Sodom, Lot and his 
daughters, the expulsion of Hagar, and the test Abraham is put to 
when instructed to sacrifice Isaac.

The Sacrifice of Isaac (Yitzhak)
The latter part of the Torah portion is devoted to the sacrifice of 
Isaac. God instructs Abraham to sacrifice his son as a burnt offering. 
Abraham takes Isaac and they go to the land of Moriah, and it is there 
that God tells him where to build the altar. Abraham binds Isaac and 
brandishes the knife over his son. But then an angel of God stops him 
and says to Abraham: "Do not lay a hand on the lad…Now I know 
that you are a God-fearing man." Abraham notices a ram caught in a 
nearby thicket and sacrifices the ram as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. God once again promises Abraham to multiply his seed and that 
his descendants will inherit the Land of Israel.

Rabin's Assassination
The assassination of Israel's Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, was a 
political murder that occurred on November 4, 1995 (12 Cheshvan 
5756) at Malchei Yisrael Square in Tel Aviv. The assassination was 
committed by Yigal Amir at the end of a rally in support of the Oslo 
Accords (a series of agreements between Israel and the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization that led to bitter disputes in Israel). Amir 
opposed Rabin's peace-related policies, and in particular the Oslo 
Accords that he signed.
The assassination sent shock waves throughout Israel. It had a 
profound effect on the political and social situation and was described 
by some as a breaking point in the relations between the left and right 

Rabin's assassination was a dramatic turning point
in Israeli society. 
• Is it strictly an Israeli event or does it have relevance 
for the entire Jewish people? Did it or does it have any 
effect on your community?

Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day falls on the week that we read 
the Vayeira Torah portion. Among other things, it recounts 
the story of the sacrifice of Isaac. Quite a few people see a 
connection between the two events.

• In your opinion, is the connection 'artificial' or does a 
connection in fact exist? And if one does exist, what is it?
• If the two 'protagonists' did not have the same name,
would a relevant connection still be found?

FROM YITZHAK TO YITZHAK – WHAT'S THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SACRIFICE
OF ISAAC (YITZHAK) AND THE ASSASSINATION OF YITZHAK RABIN

Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day falls on the same week that we read the Vayeira Torah portion 
that deals with the sacrifice of Isaac (Yitzhak)

• What do you know about the sacrifice of Isaac?

• What do you know about the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin?

• Is Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day 
commemorated in any way in your 
community?

in the State of Israel. Following the assassination, a national day of 
remembrance was instituted, called Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day, 
which is commemorated annually on the 12th day of Cheshvan.
In his eulogy for Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said the following:
"This week, Jews all around the world are studying the Torah portion 
in which God tests the faith of Abraham, patriarch of the Jews and the 
Arabs. He commands Abraham to sacrifice Yitzhak. 'Take your son, 
the one you love, Yitzhak...' As we all know, as Abraham, in loyalty to 
God, was about to kill his son, God spared Yitzhak. Now God tests 
our faith even more terribly, for he has taken our Yitzhak. But Israel's 
covenant with God for freedom, for tolerance, for security, for peace 
- that covenant must hold. That covenant was Prime Minister Rabin's 
life's work. Now we must make it his lasting legacy. His spirit must 
live on in us."
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FROM YITZHAK TO YITZHAK

The Sacrifice of Yitzhak
Naomi Shemer

Take your son
Your only son whom you love
Take Yitzhak
And sacrifice him as a burnt offering
On one of the mountains
In a place that I tell you
And sacrifice him as a burnt offering
On one of the mountains in the land
of Moriah.

And from all the mountains in that land,
A loud cry will be heard:
Behold the fire and behold the wood
And behold, here is the lamb for the 
burnt offering
Master of the Universe who
is full of compassion
Lay not your hand on the lad
Lay not your hand on the lad –

Even if we live to a ripe old age 
We will not forget that the knife was 
brandished
We will not forget your son
Your only son whom we loved
We will not forget Yitzhak

• What did you feel when reading 
the poem?
• Which line did you like in 
particular? Which words in the 

poem would you have chosen as its title?
• Which Yitzhak is the poem referring to?

To read more about the poem
The Sacrifice of Yitzhak:
https://web.nli.org.il
https://degania.org.il

An excerpt from "The Sacrifice of Yitzhak Rabin – From Left and From Right"
Published on YNET, October 20, 2010
MK Zevulun Orlev (a member of the national religious camp, the former chair of the National 
Religious Party – currently known as "Habayit Hayehudi")                                         
"In synagogues this Shabbat, we'll be reading the Vayeira Torah portion, which ends with 
the story of the sacrifice of Isaac. We know that the story has a happy ending, according to 
which our forefather Abraham met the test of faith and a ram was sacrificed instead of Isaac. 
But the late Yitzhak Rabin was sacrificed – there was no ram that could be sacrificed in his 
place. Furthermore, Rabin's assassination was not a test of faith, but rather a complete failure 
and negation of the value and fundamental commandment to safeguard life and the absolute 
prohibition to take the life of another human being.  The despicable murderer violated what is 
said in the Ten Commandments: "Thou shall not kill."
I view the murder as being heinous because it was a serious crime against our ability to exist as 
a Jewish state based on a democratic form of government. The murderer raised his hand against 
the entire Israeli public who feel that democracy is a foundation for our shared existence as a 
Jewish people in a Jewish state…"
"…I believe that a part of our society missed, and continues to miss, the main point of the lesson 
and conclusion arising from the horrific murder of the Prime Minister. Personally, I feel that I 
am not welcome at all the events that mark Rabin's assassination because those events do not 
deal with the issues that I mentioned, but rather with other issues that are often controversial. 
Rabin Memorial Day should be above politics and its primary message should be strengthening 
the democratic regime, fostering a culture that allows for disagreement, and accepting your 
adversaries no matter how large the gap is…"

The Vayeira Torah Portion: From the Sacrifice of Yitzhak to the Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin
The following is based on an article about the Vayeira Torah portion written by Lior Tal
(an educator, columnist, and social and political activist).

In the Vayeira Torah portion, Abraham displays two contrasting models in his response to the 
word of God:
The beginning of the portion deals with the story of Sodom. After God tells Abraham that He 
intends to destroy the city, Abraham is upset and says: "Will You even destroy the righteous with 
the wicked? Perhaps there are fifty righteous men in the city. Will You even destroy and not pardon 
the place for the sake of fifty righteous men who are in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing, to 
kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from You! 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"
But towards the end of the Torah portion, when Abraham is commanded to sacrifice his son, he 
has a totally different attitude:
"And it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and He said to him: Abraham, 
and he said, Here I am. And He said: Please take your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to 
the land of Moriah and sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will 
point out to you. And Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey and took two of 
his servants with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for a burnt offering and arose and set out 
for the place of which God had told him."

Zvika Israeli, Government Press Office

• In your opinion, what is the underlying message of the sacrifice of Isaac?
What message should Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day convey? Are the two connected?

• What are the two models that illustrate how Abraham responded to God's  
   commandments?
• Which of the two is easier for you to relate to?
• Based on the distinction made by Lior Tal, which model did Yigal Amir,

       Yitzhak's Rabin assassin, choose?
• Is one of the models preferable? More right?
In the story of Sodom, Abraham questions God and even rebels, whereas in the story of 
the sacrifice of Isaac he complies without hesitation.
• How do you feel about expressing doubt? Are you a person who questions everything?
Is expressing doubt a privilege we receive or an obligation we demand? Does expressing 
doubt have boundaries / red lines?

For the complete article written by Lior Tal, published on NRG in November 2009: 
https://www.makorrishon.co.il/nrg/online/1/ART1/962/765.html


