
Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming



"During this journey, we were introduced to the Land of Israel for the first 
time, coming from a self-observation.  We were very excited when the pale 
beach of the country was seen from our ship one sun drenched morning. It 
was one of the most poetic moments, which even in the full life of a person 
there are few like them." (October 1898, Theodor Herzl arrives in the Land 
of Israel – an entry from his journal)

More than 120 years have elapsed since that thrilling 
moment was experienced by the visionary of the 
Jewish State, just one year after he convened the First 
Zionist Congress in Basel where he introduced the 
renewed Zionist vision.
The First Zionist Congress marked the start of a 
new chapter in our history as a people and as a state. 
Zionism went from being an object of longing to an 
active and popular movement that is still charting its 
course and continuing to redefine its values.
Scores of years have passed since then and we are still 

asking core questions, exploring and continuing to dream.
In this booklet, we invite you to examine Zionist issues from diverse angles, 
study texts that were written by a variety of people in different periods 
and different places, watch videos that provoke thought and discussion, 
facilitate personal, critical and current points of view, and together find the 
unique path that connects each and every one of us with the Zionist idea.
"Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming" is part of the Beit Ha'am program 
that was developed in order to foster a dialog about topics that are relevant 
to the Jewish people in the 21st century. Beit Ha'am materials exist in nine 
languages and can be found in their entirety on the Department's website: 
https://beit-haam.com. 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any request or question about the 
subject: erellag@wzo.org.il.

Gusti Yehoshua-Braverman
Head of the Department for Diaspora Activities

"Nations arose and 
disappeared, states 

blossomed and 
expired, revolutions 

stormed over the 
earth and they, the 
Jews, lay bent over 

their book and noticed 
nothing of  the wild 
hunt which passed 

over their heads" 

Heinrich Heine
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?TO OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM 
GENESIS 12

TO OUR FOREFATHER ISAAC
GENESIS 26:1-3

TO OUR FOREFATHER JACOB
GENESIS 28:12-14

1 And the Lord said to Abram: "Go forth from your country 
and from your homeland and from your father's house, to 
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make you into a 
great nation and I will bless you, and I will make your name 
great and you shall be a blessing. 3 And I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed through you." 4 
And Abram went as the Lord had told him, and Lot went 
with him, and Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
left Haran. 5 And Abram took his wife Sarai and Lot his 
brother's son, and all the possessions they had acquired and 
the people they had gathered, and they set out for the land 
of Canaan and came to the land of Canaan. 6 And Abram 
traveled through the land as far as the place of Shechem, 
until the plains of Moreh, and the Canaanites were then in 
the land. 7 And the Lord appeared to Abram and He said: 
"To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar 
there to the Lord, Who had appeared to him. 8 And he went 
from there to the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built an 
altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 9 And 
Abram traveled and continued southward.

1...and Isaac went to Abimelech, the king of the 
Philistines, to Gerar. 2 And the Lord appeared to him 
and said: "Do not go down to Egypt, live in the land 
where I tell you. 3 Remain in this land, and I will be 
with you and I will bless you, for to you and your 
offspring I will give all these lands and I will uphold 
the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. 

12 And he dreamed, and he saw a stairway resting 
on the ground, with its top reaching to heaven; and 
the angels of God were ascending and descending 
upon it. 13 And the Lord was standing above him, 
and He said: "I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac; I will give you and 
your offspring the land on which you are lying, 14 
And your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, 
and you shall spread out to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south, and through you 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

The "Lech Lecha" Torah Portion
The divine command given to Abraham to go 
to the land of  Canaan, which is the Land of 
Israel, and His promise to give this land to 
Abraham's offspring has accompanied the 
Jewish people for thousands of  years -
both during their years of  exile in foreign 
lands and in the Land of  Israel, where it 
serves as justification for settling the land.

•  Some view the "Lech Lecha" Torah portion as the 
earliest expression of Zionism – the start of the 
Zionist timeline. What is your opinion – where does 
Zionism begin? In "Lech Lecha"? At Mount Sinai? 

•  And who was the first Zionist?
•  What value does a divine promise given 3,000 years 

ago still have? Can it be used today as 'legal evidence?'
•  What else besides that divine historical promise 

connects the Jewish people with the Land of Israel?

How did we become a 
nation? What makes a group 
of  people a nation?

Amir Gilboa / 1917-1984
A Ukraine-born Israeli Hebrew poet and 
translator. Gilboa received the Israel Prize for 
poetry in 1982 for his "personal and original 
poetry that combines a personal style with the 
cultural language of the nation" and which has 
"paved the paths in the art of liturgy."

A SONG IN THE MORNING

Lyrics: Amir Gilboa
Music: Shlomo Artzi and Amir Gilboa

A man suddenly wakes up in the morning
And feels he is a nation and starts walking,
And to all those he meets on the way he says Shalom.

Before him grains are growing between cracks in the sidewalk.
And the fragrance of lilac trees is turning his head.
The sundews are shining and the hills are replete with rays.
They will give birth to a canopy of sunlight on his wedding day.

And he laughs with generations of valor from the hills,
And the shamed wars bow down to the ground,
To the glory of a thousand years flowing from hidden places,
A thousand young years ahead of him.
Like a cool brook, like a shepherd's song, like a branch.

A man suddenly wakes up in the morning
And feels he is a nation and starts walking.
And he sees that spring has returned
And has made the tree turn green again.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Big-1vigRM0
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Zionism: Asking, Exploring, DreamingTHE LAND OF ISRAEL IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE
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"A Zionist is someone who wanted or supported the 
establishment of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel. 
What kind of state? Every Zionist had his own vision 
and his own plan. Zionism is not an ideology!...Since 
the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, the 
definition of 'Zionist' has undergone revision because 
we don't need to establish another state. Its definition, 
therefore, is as follows: A Zionist is someone who 
accepts the principle that the State of Israel does not 
belong solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish 
people. The binding and practical manifestation of 
that is the Law of Return…Consequently, all the big 
ideological, political, security and social questions that 
we squabble and fight over day and night have nothing 
to do with Zionism. They are similar to the questions 
that many other peoples, in the past and present, have 
grappled and still grapple with. Furthermore, the word 
Zionism is not meant to replace the words patriotism, 
pioneering, humaneness or love of one's homeland, 
which are found in other languages as well. Hebrew is 
rich enough to assign the appropriate word to every 
position or action. For example, an Israel Defense Forces 
officer who serves in the standing army for many years 
after his compulsory service is no greater a Zionist than 
the kiosk owner who is eking out a living, although we 
probably consider him a greater patriot. A person who 
volunteers at organizations that help needy children is 
no more a Zionist than a stockbroker, although he may 
have a greater and deeper sense of benevolence.
To be a Zionist is not a badge of honor or a medal that 
someone wears on his chest. Medals are associated with 
actions and not with the endorsement of the Law of 
Return."

Who is a Zionist?  /  A. B. Yehoshua  

Published in Haaretz, May 2013

"Zionism is a concept that's basically simple, clear, 
easy to define and understand, and there should be no 
difficulty defending its definition. But over the past 20 to 
30 years, this simple concept has turned into one of the 
most confused and complicated notions of identity and 
its excessive use has made it impossible to agree on what 
it means. The right likes to add it as a kind of whipped 
cream to improve the taste of dubious dishes, whereas 
the left treats it with anxiety as if it were a landmine that 
could explode in their hands, and for that reason always 
feel the need to defuse it with all sorts of toppings, such 
as 'sane Zionism' or 'human Zionism.' In the dispute 
between the 'national camp' and the 'peace camp,' 
Zionism is used as an attack weapon that is batted from 
side to side.
Overseas, among critics of Israel, the term Zionism is 
a kind of toxic potion which is used to inflame every 
accusation made against Israel. Many critics believe that 
the solution to Israel's future lies in the de-Zionization of 
its identity. In the eyes of Israel's sworn enemies, 'Zionist' 
is a demonic epithet, a derogatory word that replaces the 
words 'Israeli' or 'Jew.' Members of the Hamas talk about 
the captured Zionist soldier, and Hezbollah and Iran refer 
to Israel as the "Criminal Zionist Entity".

•  According to Yehoshua, different meanings 
have been attached to term Zionism in recent 
decades and use is made of it for various 
purposes, primarily political. What can 
explain that phenomenon? How do you use the 
term 'Zionism?' In which contexts? For what 
purposes?

צילום: MOSHE MILNER, לע״מ

A.B. Yehoshua / Born 1936
An Israeli author, essayist and playwright, a recipient 
of the Israel Prize for Literature And Poetry, and a 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Haifa. Apart 
from the prose he writes, Yehoshua is also known for the 
numerous articles he has written on issues pertaining to 
Israeli society, Zionism and current affairs.

Moshe Milner, Government Press Office

Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming"WHO IS A ZIONIST?"
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?•  Yehoshua's perception of Zionism strips it of all 
the other meanings we tend to give it, apart from 
the base which says that the entire Jewish people 
has a right to a Jewish state. Do you agree with that 
perception? In what way/s is it similar or different 
than how you have perceived the concept of Zionism 
until now?

•  According to Yehoshua, to be considered a Zionist, 
a person need not do anything except recognize 
the principle that the State of Israel does not belong 
solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people. 
Do you agree with that? How can you explain 
that the concept of Zionism does not contain any 
obligations that the individual or the collective entity 
have to fulfill?

•  Do you agree with Yehoshua's statement that there is 
no such thing as being more Zionist or less Zionist, 
but rather there are only Zionists or non-Zionists? 
Why?

•  Based on what Yehoshua wrote, one can infer that 
even a non-Jew can be a Zionist if he accepts the 
principle that the State of Israel belongs to the entire 
Jewish people! Really?

•  Does it make sense that Theodor Herzl, and some 
Israeli who has gone against the values of the State, 
and a Jew living abroad who has no Zionist affiliation 
whatsoever can all fall under the same definition 
of being a Zionist – just because all three of them 
recognize that the State of Israel belongs to the entire 
Jewish people? Don’t actions count for anything?



Ben-Gurion on Zionism
Excerpts from "Vision and Path" – Volumes 4 and 5

"My whole life I believed […] in Zionism that starts with 
a life of fulfillment in Israel; they now call it pioneering 
Zionism. When I was young, they did not use that name. 
My friends and I who came to the country to 'work it and 
protect it' (Genesis 2:15) viewed that as their sole Zionist 
obligation…Zionism was nothing more than a new name 
for the Return to Zion. There were two types of Zionists, 
different from one another in their spiritual nature, in 
their Jewish affiliation, and in the sources their Zionism 
drew from. One type – who Herzl himself was its ultimate 
embodiment – was the assimilated Jew in Western Europe. 
Jews of that type became Zionists only because of the harm 
– the crushing yoke of anti-Semitism, after realizing they 
were not welcome in their respective countries despite their 
willingness to compromise and even forgo their Jewish 
identity. For Eastern European Jews, on the other hand – 
who comprised the vast majority of the Zionist movement 
– the idea of redemption beat in their hearts throughout 
the generations, and for that reason the modern Zionist 
idea was nothing more than the actualization of an old 
hope and aspiration. Contrary to the Western European 
Jews, whose Zionism preceded their Judaism, the Eastern 
European Jews reached their Zionism through their 
Judaism. My Zionism is just a part and expression of my 
Judaism, and not the other way around. I am a Zionist only 
because I am a Jew. Many people who are originally from 

David Ben-Gurion / 1886-1973
One of the most prominent Zionist leaders in the modern 
period and was the first Prime Minister of the State of Israel. 
He was born in Poland and came to the country at the age of 
20. He was one of the founders of the "Achdut Avoda" party, 
a founder of the Histadrut Labor Union, and the chairman 
of the Jewish Agency. On May 14, 1948, it was Ben-Gurion 
who declared the establishment of the State of Israel. He 
was subsequently appointed Prime Minister and Minister 
of Defense in Israel's first government. He led the country 
during the waves of mass immigration and large-scale 
settlement activity and signed the reparations agreement 
with Germany. As Minister of Defense, he spearheaded the 
establishment of the IDF and other security forces. Ben-
Gurion was actively engaged in promoting settlement in the 
Negev, lived there in his later years, and was also buried there.

Russia – and I am one of those many – were born Zionists 
because that were born Jews. Our Zionism is as old as 
the Jewish people and is embodied and embedded in 
our Judaism […] It starts with our forefather Abraham – 
when he was first told 'go from your land' (Genesis 12:1). 
And because I believe that my Judaism is my Zionism, my 
loyalty to the Jewish people and faith in the Jewish people 
come before Zionism, which is contingent on them. 
Therefore, Judaism without Zionism may be possible, but 
Zionism without Judaism is not.
Zionism has one and only one meaning: it is not a ringing 
declaration devoid of a life obligation or any burden of 
fulfillment or any call for action. Rather, Zionism means 
unending fulfillment. Zionism ties the idea to action and 
the worldview to everyday life; Zionism is demanding 
and uncompromising and is dedicated to 'the fate of 
the Zionist enterprise' and the 'actual work' that is done 
constitutes its 'sustenance.' It is the 'working right' of the 
Jew who has returned to his land to work it and protect it.
The vision of redemption is what established the State 
of Israel, but the State of Israel has not yet established 
the vision of the redemption. The State is nothing more 
than the start of redemption and the value of that start 
depends on two conditions: it being sustained over time 
and having continuity, and it remaining faithful to its 
historical mission – to be a 'model state' and serve as 
a 'magnet that attracts Jewish strengths' even from the 
welfare states. And once again a great historical rule 
applies: the means which is most loyal to the end – is 
achieving the end itself."

Photograph: Mark Neyman, Government Press Office
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•  "Judaism without Zionism may be possible, but 
Zionism without Judaism is not." How do you feel 
about that?

•  Why can't non-Jews be ardent Zionists?

•  "Zionism has one and only one meaning…
unending fulfillment, Zionism ties the idea to 
action." This definition made by Ben-Gurion 
totally contradicts the one offered by A.B. 
Yehoshua: "a Zionist is someone who accepts the 
principle that the State of Israel does not belong 
solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish 
people" and that is where his definition ends. 
Which of the two views speaks to you more?

•  Yehoshua and Ben-Gurion also disagree about 
whether a non-Jew can be a Zionist or not. Which 
of them do you agree with more?

Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming"WHO IS A ZIONIST?"
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"What is Zionism? The aspiration to establish a 
homeland secured under public law for the Jewish 
people in the Land of  Israel."

(Herzl's Writings - Bifnei Am VeOlam)

As part of the efforts to obtain political support for the idea 
of establishing a Jewish state, Herzl sailed to the Land of 
Israel in October 1898. During that trip, he met with the 
German Emperor Wilhelm II.

"During this journey, we were introduced to the 
Land of Israel for the first time, coming from a self-
observation. We were very excited when the pale 
beach of the country was seen from our ship one sun 
drenched morning. It was one of the most poetic 
moments, which even in the full life of person there are 
few like them." 

Have you ever been to Israel? What did you feel 
in the first moments after your arrival? Were your 
feelings similar to the ones you have when you 
come to any new place, or was there something 
different about them? Why?

Herzl on board the ship headed from Egypt to the shores of the Land of Israel (Central Zionist Archives)

"I believe that for me life has ended and world 
history has begun" (Paris, Spring 1895)

"No man is strong enough or rich enough to move a people 
from one home to another…Only an idea can do so. The 
idea of a State has such power. Throughout all the darkness 
of their history, the Jews never stopped dreaming the 
dream of sovereignty – 'Next year in Jerusalem' – is our 
ancient motto. Now we have to show that from this dream 
may grow an idea as bright as daylight." (The Jewish State)

How do you feel about the claim that only an
idea can lead to such a dramatic revolution?

"For some time I have been writing something that is 
inestimable in greatness. Today, I do not know if I will 
complete it. It seems like a magnificent dream. For days 
and weeks it has filled me completely until I have lost my 
senses. It follows me everywhere, hovers over my head 
even during everyday conversations, and peeps over my 
shoulder at my journalistic work that is ludicrous in its 
triviality. It agitates me and inebriates me. What will 
actually come of it is not yet clear. But my experience 
tells me that the matter is wondrous, even if it is a dream, 
and that I must put it into writing…if the novel does not 
become reality, then the reality can become a novel. The 
name: The Promised Land"! 
"I'm working on an idea. No, the idea is working on me. That 
idea would be insane if it were not so rational from start to 
finish. Such situations used to be called: inspiration."
(from Herzl's diary, entered while writing The Jewish State)

Have you ever felt spiritual elation of such 
magnitude anytime in your life? What were the 
circumstances? Would it be right to say that an 
abstract idea has the power to uplift the soul more 
than a physical object does?
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Zionism: Asking, Exploring, DreamingHERZL SAID… IF YOU WILL IT, IT IS NO DREAM!

The famous quote by Herzl – "If you will it, it is no dream" was 
handwritten by him on the cover of the draft copy of his book 
Altneuland, in which Herzl presents his vision for establishing a Jewish 
state. The handwritten draft is stored in the Central Zionist Archives.

After convening the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Herzl wrote the 
following in his diary, which is also stored in the Central Zionist Archives:

"In Basel, I founded the Jewish state. If I were to say this out loud 
today, people would laugh. But perhaps in another five years, 
certainly in another 50, everyone will recognize it."
("Inyan HaYehudim" - Vol. I, Book 5)

"I once called Zionism an indefinite ideal, and I truly believe that 
even after attaining our country, the Land of Israel, it will not cease 
to be an ideal. Zionism, as I see it, includes not only our aspiration 
for that Promised Land as a commandment for our unfortunate 
people, but also an aspiration for moral and spiritual perfection."
(Herzl's Writings - Bifnei Am VeOlam)

"One thing is assured and is above all doubt. The movement 
will exist. I do not know when I shall perish, but Zionism
will not perish ever. From that day in Basel onwards,
the Jewish nation have once more a popular
representation; one way or another, the state
of the Jews will be established in their land."
(The Jewish Chronicle, 1898)

Where does Herzl take this certainty 
from? And his confidence??

Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl
The Visionary of  the Jewish State / 1860-1904 

A jurist, journalist and author, born in Budapest, 
Hungary. Herzl is considered the father of political 
Zionism which focused on diplomatic efforts in 
order to receive authorization to settle in the Land of 
Israel. When working as a journalist, Herzl covered 
the Dreyfus trial, following which which he reached 
the conclusion that a solution must be found to the 
 in the Diaspora. He believed that ״Jewish problem״
the Jews had to leave their countries of residence 
and be concentrated in a country of their own where 
they could maintain independent sovereignty. Herzl 
devoted his life to establishing a Jewish state for 
the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. He founded 
the Zionist Congress in 1897 and transformed the 
Zionist movement into a worldwide movement. In 
his book, Altneuland, Herzl presented his vision 
for the Jewish state. The main theme of the book 
was "If you will it, it is no dream" and that became 
the slogan of the Zionist movement. Herzl died in 
Vienna in 1904 and, as stipulated in his will, his 
bones were later brought to the Land of Israel. He is 
buried on Mount Herzl, which bears his name and is 
the national cemetery of the State of Israel.
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Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming

Dan Almagor
Born 1935
An Israeli playwright, 
songwriter, columnist, journalist, 
author, translator, literary 
researcher, and TV host. 
Almagor is considered a 'walking 
encyclopedia' who can boast of 
a wealth of information. He is 

one of the most prominent figures in the world of Israeli 
songwriting and playwriting, and for many years has 
been researching the history of Hebrew songs and the 
people who wrote them, Hebrew literature in different 
periods, and the Hebrew language.

?
•  Listen to the song and read its lyrics.
•  Even though Zionism Without Quotation 

Marks may appear to be a lighthearted and 
catchy song, it does however contain quite 
a few significant ideas, such as its name 
"Zionism Without Quotation Marks." What 
do you think Zionism Without Quotation 
Marks or the word people refer to?

•  In the beginning of the song it says "sat a 
young man…and wrote a crazy idea. The 
Jewish State will really be established." Why is 
it a crazy idea?

•  At the end of the song, Zionism 'tells' the 
people that the "dream is not yet over and 
there is still much more to do." What else 
needs to be done? What would you do first? 
And then after that?

•  Why do think that Dan Almagor (the lyricist) 
has Herzl repeat: "Excuse me, I'm a Zionist" 
followed by "it may not make sense." Why is 
it necessary to apologize? And to who? Why 
doesn't it make sense to be a Zionist?

The First World Zionist Congress Convened in Basel, 
Switzerland on August 29-31, 1897

The First World Zionist Congress convened in Basel, Switzerland 
on August 29-31, 1897, at the initiative and under the leadership 
of Theodor Herzl. The festive and impressive opening ceremony 
was held at the elegant Municipal Casino hall, with 197 delegates 
from 17 different countries in attendance. By meeting together, 
Jews from the East and West were also a symbol of national 
unity. The Basel Program which was adopted at the Congress 
specified that the objective of the Zionist movement is to 
establish a national homeland for the Jewish people in the Land 
of Israel, guaranteed by a charter of the nations of the world. It 
also defined the courses of action needed in order to implement 
program. The historical importance of the Zionist Congress was 
that it put the 'Jewish problem' on the international agenda and 
publicized the new Zionist movement among Jews worldwide. 
Infrastructure for the Zionist movement was put in place at the 
Congress and various institutions were established to achieve 
the movement's ideology, with the World Zionist Organization 
being the foremost one among them. Following the First Zionist 
Congress, the Congress would convene every year or two in an 
European country, where the delegates discussed various matters 
concerning the future direction and activities of the Zionist 
movement. Since the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, 
the Congress has convened in Jerusalem every four to five years.
Today, the World Zionist Congress essentially serves as a global 

Jewish parliament. It is 
the supreme institution 
that governs legislation 
and decisions made 
by the World Zionist 
Organization. The 
Congress delegates are 
elected representatives 
who come from across the 
globe and from Israel.

Zionism: Asking, Exploring, Dreaming

Zionism Without Quotation Marks 

Lyrics: Dan Almagor Music: Shlomo Artzi

In a small room in an old hotel
Sat a young man with black hair and a beard
He sat and wrote a crazy idea
The Jewish State will really be established.
He knew how to dream and enthuse others
But also knew that every dream has to be fulfilled.
So he convened his people at a congress
And spoke about Zionism to them.

He told them: "Excuse me, I'm a Zionist
It may not make sense, but that's who I am."

And they all came to that congress
And listened to the enthusiastic, energetic man
Who said: "Enough with the dreaming! 
The time has come for actual deeds."
That's how a new movement suddenly started
Which talked about and engaged in Zionism without shame.
And the amazed people looked at it with excitement
And held their heads high once again.

And the years passed and that movement 
Didn't slow down and didn't rest even for an hour.
And everything it did is now inscribed and recorded 
In the annals of the people!
And today when they put quotation marks around it
Its determined look turns once again to the future.
It says to the people: "The dream is not yet over
And there is still much more to do."

And therefore, I'm still a Zionist today
It may not make sense….

Written in honor of the World Zionist
Organization's 80th anniversary
https://www.facebook.com/HMArchive/posts/415336935199227

First Zionist Congress plenum (Central Zionist Archives)

WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS
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Ze'ev Jabotinsky (1880-1940) was a Zionist leader, author, 
poet, translator, columnist and renowned orator. He was 
among those who reinstituted Jewish militarism and 
was a founder of the Jewish Legion that fought alongside 
the British army during World War I. He established 
Revisionist Zionism, was the head of the Betar movement, 
the commander of the Etzel and president of Hatzohar – 
the Union of Zionist Revisionists.  Jabotinsky is considered 
one of the most important Jewish liberal thinkers in the 
modern period.

Hillel Zeitlin – an excerpt from "The Crisis:
Territorialist Notes"
"I am not worried about the split, I am not worried 
about the rift, and I am not worried about the ban. But 
I am worried about the destruction of the nation. And 
whether awake or dreaming, I always see before me the 
words: the third destruction – the ruin of the nation…
And who has given you Palestine or intends to give it 
to you? Or perhaps you are able to take Palestine? I am 
familiar with your childish babblings, but who with 
any common sense will pay attention to them? And if 
you were to say, for example, that you are going to take 
Germany or France, will anyone pay attention to what 
you're saying? What all the 'Palestinists' forget, whether 
unintentionally or deliberately, is that Palestine is in the 
possession of others and it is completely inhabited. I have 
the right to dream about Palestine as much as I have the 
right to dream about Paris or London…"

Hillel Zeitlin (1871-1942) was a Jewish philosopher, 
author and columnist who wrote in Hebrew and in 
Yiddish. He was killed in the Holocaust.

In 1903, Joseph Chamberlain, the British Colonial 
Secretary, met with Theodor Herzl and presented the 
Uganda Proposal to him. According to it, the British 
government would lease a territory in East Africa to the 
Zionists (currently located in Uganda) where they could 
establish a Jewish colony and enjoy local autonomy.
The acute problems facing Russian Jewry had an effect 
on Herzl and he was inclined to accept the proposal, 
even though it was counter to the Basel Program. Herzl 
presented the Uganda Proposal at the Sixth Zionist 
Congress which convened in 1903. He stressed that its 
acceptance was a response to an emergency situation 
that would save Jewish lives from annihilation, and that 
Uganda would be a temporary refuge for the Jewish 

Ahad Ha'am – an excerpt from "The Weepers"
"We lift up our eyes to Zion and only Zion, not by free 
choice but as a natural necessity.  Because we fully believe 
that only there, by force of the historical emotion which 
connects the land and the people, will our spirit be 
reinforced and purified and will all our inner strengths 
emerge…In any other place, the members of our people 
will only continue the lives they have lived until now, 
taking part in the material and spiritual cultural endeavors 
together with the other inhabitants of the country who have 
come to settle there, but will not create a new culture that 
reflects their spirit and strength in a place that has nothing…"

Ahad Ha'am  - is the pen name of Asher Zvi Ginsberg 
(1856-1927). He was one of the leading Zionist thinkers 
and the founder and ideologue of "Spiritual Zionism." His 
writings had an important impact on shaping secular-
national Jewish identity.

Ze'ev Jabotinsky – "Early Zionist Writings"
"The path of our wanderings in the name of the Land 
of Israel was a route that from the very first step to the 
last was all about the worship of the Land of Israel. That 
route can come to an end only in the Land of Israel.  If we 
stray from that path - we will be derailed from the tracks 
of history, we will get off course and lose our way, with 
no possibility of going back. As long as we lived history 
passively, we were not responsible for our acts and we 
would go wherever the will of foreigners would shove us. 
But from the moment we embarked on a new period of 
autonomous action, we can no longer conduct ourselves 
according to the shoves of foreigners – we must create 
our history with our own hands, in everything and until 
the end, because we have, nor will there be, any other 
choice…"

Some quotes from leading Zionist leaders at the time, which relate to the possibility of  settling the 
Jewish people in Uganda:

people until it would be possible to settle in the Land of 
Israel.
This led to a heated and highly charged discussion, during 
which some delegates even called the proposal a betrayal 
of Zionism. To avoid a split in the movement, a decision 
was made not to vote for or against the Uganda Proposal, 
but rather to vote about sending an investigatory 
commission to East Africa in order to examine the living 
conditions there. 205 delegates supported that idea and 
178 opposed it. The Congress adjourned against the 
backdrop of an impending rift.
* The investigatory commission found the site unsuitable for Jewish 
settlement and recommended to the Seventh Zionist Congress that 
the Uganda Proposal be rejected.

Zionism: Asking, Exploring, DreamingWHY ZION? WHY NOT UGANDA? 
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Nahman Sirkin – an abstract of  the speech he made
at the Sixth Zionist Congress in 1903
"The gravity of the question that is under discussion requires us to rise above 
emotions and use our common sense. And the arguments presented by the 
opponents of the plan are nothing more than romantic. It is not the betrayal of 
Zion that is forcing us to turn to another country, but rather the difficult hardships 
faced by our masses and the urgent need to arrange their emigration. They are 
demanding a response from us and Zionism must take the initiative in these vital 
Jewish issues.  Because year after year, many Jews are scattering themselves across the 
globe and the matter of emigration is getting worse. As representatives of the only 
Jewish organization, we have to respond to this need. It is not true that accepting the 
proposal regarding East Africa means that we are giving up our hope for the Land of 
Israel.  The internal motivations driving us toward the Land of Israel are not only of 
a socioeconomic nature, but are also of a psychological-moral nature. Say from now 
that we have no fear of East Africa because it will not satisfy our national sentiment.  
Dr. Nahman Sirkin (1868-1924) was a philosopher and one of the founders of 
Socialist Zionism.?•  Which of the positions 

is it easier for you to 
relate to? Can you find 
justifications for the 
opposing views?

•  If you had attended the 
Sixth Zionist Congress, 
how would you have 
voted?

•  Can you imagine what 
would have happened 
if we had settled in 
Uganda?

JEREMIAH 29
1 And these are the words of the scroll that Jeremiah the 
prophet sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders of the 
exile and to the priests and to the prophets and to all the 
people that Nebuchadnezzar had exiled from Jerusalem to 
Babylon…4 So said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, 
to all the exiles whom I have exiled from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. 5 Build houses and dwell [therein], and plant 
gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and beget sons 
and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your 
daughters to men, and they shall bear sons and daughters, 
and multiply there and be not diminished. 7 And seek the 
peace of the city where I have exiled you and pray for it to 
the Lord, for in its peace you shall have peace.

PSALMS 137
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and also wept 

when we remembered Zion.
2 There on the willows we hung our harps.
3 For there our captors asked us for words of song, our 

tormentors demanded songs of joy and said "Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion."

4 How can we sing the song of the Lord on foreign soil?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its 

cunning.
6 May my tongue cling to my palate, if I do not remember 

you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.

Inspired by the psalm, the band Boney M. wrote their song 
"By the Rivers of Babylon" - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vYK9iCRb7S4

?

?

What would have happened had the Jewish State been established in Uganda?
What would it have looked like and what would we have looked like?

Yoav Gati, a graduate of the Department of Visual Communication at Bezalel, devoted his 
final project to that question - If We Were in Uganda. A link to his project:
xnet.ynet.co.il/design/articles/0,14563,L-3101907,00.html

The "Ma Kashur" comedy trio wrote and composed an amusing song that asks "Why Not 
Uganda?" in which they describe what could have happened if…

A link to the song -  www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2QBRUvGuOc
A link to the lyrics - shironet.mako.co.il/artist?type=lyrics&lang=1&prfid=1652&wrkid=6562

A member of the Zionist 
investigatory commission to 
Uganda, East Africa, 1905 
(Central Zionist Archives)

•  The Zionist idea was conceived after the Jews 
had lived in exile for thousands of years and 
we have now a State. So why don’t all Jews 
around the world immigrate to Israel?

BY  THE RIVERS OF BABYLON, THERE WE 
SAT AND ALSO WEPT

Ben-Zion Dinur, an excerpt from The Book of  Zionism

"The principle underlying the Zionist perception of the 
Jewish reality is the negation of the exile…the problem of the 
Jews is one and its name is exile. It contains all the disasters 
and hardships…the sins and wrongdoings, the flaws and 
the imperfections, the inertias and the weaknesses that 
are enumerated justifiably or unjustifiably in Israel, in the 
individual and in the public – the exile is what brought them 
about…"

• Different writers treat the exile (Diaspora) differently. 
How do you feel about it?

• What are the drawbacks of the Diaspora? Its advantages?
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From the perspective of the Zionist movement, the Balfour 
Declaration was a historic breakthrough. Some Jews 
compared it to the Cyrus Declaration. Its issue led to an 
outpouring of joy among Jews worldwide. The Arabs living 
in Palestine, on the other hand, received it (as expected) with 
overt hostility and in response even threatened bloody riots.
The declaration was a base for the early activities of the 
Zionist movement in Mandatory Palestine. It was the first 
time that Zionism received formal international recognition 
of the right of the Jewish people to return to the Land of 
Israel. At the same time, it led to the establishment the Arab 
National Movement, which undertook an open fight to gain 
control in the Land of Israel.

A description of the Balfour Declaration in a 1:20 minute film, 
including historic photographs: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cIRs1s71pn0

Dear Lord Rothschild,
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of 
His Majesty's Government, the following declaration 
of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which 
has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet. 
His Majesty's Government view with favour the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to 
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and 
political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration 
to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours,
Arthur James Balfour

In July 1917, Dr. Chaim Weizmann (who was the president 
of the British Zionist Federation) submitted a proposal to the 
British government for a political declaration that would view 
the Land of Israel as the National Home of the Jewish people and 
acknowledge their right to establish their national life there. The 
British Foreign Secretary, Arthur James Balfour, who was a Bible 
enthusiast, and Prime Minister David Lloyd George, favored 
such a declaration for strategic and religious reasons and 
believed that "the return of the Jews to Zion is a historic event 
of the highest order derived by virtue of the Creator's dictate."

On November 2, 1917, the British government issued the 
Balfour Declaration in a letter sent by the British Foreign 
Minister, Arthur James Balfour, to the honorary president 
of the British Zionist Federation, Lord James Rothschild. It 
said the following:

?

•  Arthur James Balfour 
"favorably viewed the 
establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the 
Jewish people." The term 
"national home" is not 
commonly used like the more 
familiar concepts of state, 
homeland, sovereign entity or 
autonomous government. 

 How do you perceive its 
significance? And why, in 
your opinion, did Balfour 
choose to word it that way?

•  The Jewish people are offered 
a national home. What's the 
connection between a people 
and a nation? And a religion? 
Can you find a distinction 
between the terms?

•  Are there other peoples who 
are similar to the Jewish 
people in this respect?

•  Is it right to call Zionism a "revolution?" What would you call it?
•  Are you familiar with another revolution in human history that was as 

comprehensive as the Zionist revolution? One that was conceptual, spiritual 
and practical all at the same time? What were its outcomes? In what way is the 
Zionist revolution different/special?

What is Zionism / Gadi Taub (p. 27, Hebrew edition)

"But the Zionists believed that in order to ensure continuity, it was necessary to 
create a far-reaching revolution in how Jewish identity and Jewish life are perceived. 
In practice, the revolutionary aspect of Zionism was much more evident from the 
traditional perspective because that revolution related 'not only to the Jew in the 
human, but also to the human in the Jew.' It proposed a revolution in how the Jew's 
humanity was perceived and not only in how his Judaism was perceived. It demanded 
the replacement of a Diaspora tradition of passivity, fatalism and dependence on 
others with a modern mindset whose main idea was that people have control of 
their fate. It was more than a conceptual and spiritual revolution. Its implications for 
practical life were clear and immediate: the Jews had to physically uproot themselves 
from their places of residence, from their lifestyles and from the languages they spoke, 
and then replant themselves in another place – the Land of Israel – where they would 
establish a productive economy and produce Hebrew culture. That way they would 
transform themselves from passive objects of history into its active subjects.  The 
control a Jew has over his fate (in his own sovereign country) is not, therefore, just the 
goal and objective of the movement, but rather it is also its means and its underlying 
premise. Using his own powers, a person can change himself from being passive 
to active. Zionism called on the Jews - through emancipation and democracy - to 
create the conditions for their independence on their own, to rebel against processes 
perceived as being beyond their control, against what appears as the 'natural' course of 
history itself, and create their own history literally with their own bodies."

Dr. Gadi Taub  /  Born 1965
An Israeli journalist and author who has a doctorate in American 
History. He is a senior lecturer at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and at other academic institutions. He serves on the Academic 
Council of Metzilah – Center of Zionist, Jewish, Liberal and Humanist 
Thought, which are themes he frequently writes about. Taub considers 
himself an atheist with a Jewish identity.

?

Celebrations on Allenby Street in Tel Aviv following the Balfour Declaration, 1918 (Central Zionist Archives) 

An invitation to a gathering 
marking the anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration, 1944 
(Central Zionist Archives)
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Pine / Leah Goldberg

Here I will not hear the call of the cuckoo.
Here the tree will not wear a bonnet of snow,
But here in the shade of these pines
My whole childhood comes back to life.

The chime of the needles: once upon a time
homeland was the name I gave the snow,
and the greenish ice on the river's edge
was the language of the song in a foreign land.

Perhaps only migrating birds know -
when they're suspended between heaven and earth -
the heartache of having two homelands.

With you, I was planted twice, 
With you, pine trees, I grew,
and my roots are in two different landscapes.

?•  What is the importance of a homeland? Why be 
engaged in its acquisition and in cultivating a 
relationship with it? Is it not a bad idea, a relic 
of obsolete, nationalistic concepts of existence?

•  The longing for a homeland exists everywhere. 
Many people are in need of an additional 
special something that is smaller than 'the 
world' but bigger than 'the home.' What are 
they looking for?

There is Only One Homeland 
Avi Sagi and Yedidia Stern

"…But what is the importance of the homeland? Why 
is it necessary to be engaged in its acquisition and in 
cultivating a relationship with it? Is it not a bad idea, a 
relic of obsolete, nationalistic concepts of existence? The 
idea of the homeland has gained a bad reputation and is 
viewed as something that encourages and fosters dangerous 
primeval elements - blood ties, partnerships based on race, 
attributions of sanctity to a piece of land. Those elements 
have produced some of the greatest injustices in the history 
of mankind. Furthermore, two highly powerful ideologies 
have emerged that are killing the idea of the homeland. On 
the one hand, cosmopolitanism: two thousand years ago, 
Seneca, the Roman philosopher and playwright, claimed 
that 'I am not born for one corner, the whole world is my 
native land.' Those words certainly receive even greater 
significance in the current global and post-modern era.
We are affiliated with all places, all ideas and all people. 
Our very existence, the quality of our life and our standard 
of living are to a great degree dependent on what happens 
somewhere on the other side of the globe: international 
markets, global interests, imported ideologies, foreign 
cultures. If the world has become flat, is it possible and is 
it still necessary to reestablish the idea of the homeland? 
What seems to be happening is a conscious waiver of the 
singularity of the homeland and its replacement with a 
voluntary putting down of roots in the tumult of the big 
world outside.
And, on the other hand, the homeland is under attack 
by the ethos of individualism. Western culture attaches 
considerable importance to the individual, who is perceived 
as an autonomous, monadic unit whose existence is 
confined to its own dimensions. According to that ethos, 
humanity is a composite picture of a large variety of 

individuals, each of whom exists in private in his home-his 
fortress. There, at home, a person shapes and builds his 
identity. The individuals that populate the world do not join 
a community, a people or a nationality. The space is built out 
of an accumulation of private fortresses. The public spaces 
between the homes are only a means for going from house 
to house. They have no real substance of an independent 
'public domain.' In such a world, the public domain is not 
needed for creating a 'homeland.' 
So it appears that the idea of the homeland is losing its 
substance, both in the eyes of the cosmopolitan, who views 
the entire world as his home, as well as the individualist, 
who views his home as his entire world. However, we 
see that the attacks on the homeland idea have not been 
successful: the longing for a homeland exists everywhere. 
Many people are in need of an additional special something 
that is smaller than 'the world' but bigger than 'the home.' 
What are they looking for?"

•  In your view, why do Leah 
Goldberg's "two homelands" 
cause her so much pain?

•  Do you also feel that you 
have two homelands? What 
emotions do they evoke in you?

•  Can you write a few lines 
that describe each of your 
homelands, like Goldberg did?

?
Leah Goldberg
1911-1970

One of the most prominent Hebrew 
poets in the modern period. She was 
born at the beginning of the 20th 
century in Koenigsberg, Prussia 
and came to pre-State Israel as a 
young woman. In addition to poetry, 
Goldberg wrote children's books 
and was also a translator and literary 
critic and researcher. She received 
the Israel Prize for literature in 1970 
and was a professor of literature at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Goldberg's singularity as a poet and 
her standing in the literary world 
can be attributed primarily to her 
polished and clear ability to describe 
personal, intimate and individual 
themes and convey them as feelings 
shared by all, without involving 
political and social opinions.
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?

?
Yehuda Amichai
1924-2000

An Israeli poet and recipient 
of the Israel Prize for poetry 
(1982). He was considered a 
trailblazer who revolutionized 
modern Hebrew poetry starting 

in the 1950s, in addition to being one of the leading 
20th century poets worldwide. Yehuda Amichai 
emphasized the "me" in a generation whose poetry 
still emphasized the "we" - namely, the collective 
ideology and the myth. He incorporated original 
and modern metaphors to describe emotions and 
situations experienced by the individual. Amichai 
quickly became a popular and well-known poet. 
The literary researcher, Gershon Shaked, said 
that "we learned from him that it's possible to say 
profound and sensitive things in simple words and 
without any pathetic elevation: that there's no need 
for roaring cannons and that it's preferable to speak 
in the language of human beings." 

•  Why, then, Jerusalem?
•  And if not Jerusalem, then where?
•  Amichai makes numerous references to the 

Bible in his poem. Why do you think he 
does that? Do they add to the message the 
poem conveys?

JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, WHY JERUSALEM
Yehuda Amichai

Why Jerusalem, why not New York
With its towers and deep ditches
And tunnels and crypts of crypts
To call out to God from them, from the depths I called out God.
Why, Jerusalem, why me
Why not Athens and Egypt and Mexico
And India and Burma, which already have shrines
The domes are already gold, the pillars are already standing.
………..
Why Jerusalem, why not the sublime San Francisco,
After all, it already bears the name of that bird-loving saint,
And it has a golden gate, ascents and descents and ascents
And a rumbling from the depths that is always ready to burst forth
In fire and pillars of smoke, like when the Torah was given at Mount Sinai
And earth that opens its mouth wide, like in the Bible.

Why Jerusalem, why not Paris with its squares
And boulevards, arches of glory for the King of Glory
With the wide bridges over the narrow world.

Why Jerusalem, why me
Why not another city, why not another person?
I once stood at the Western Wall
And suddenly a flock of birds took flight
Shrieking and flapping their wings, like notes with requests
That came loose from between the large and heavy stones
And ascended on high.

I HAVE NO OTHER COUNTRY

Lyrics: Ehud Manor
Music: Corinne Allal

I have no other country
Even if my land is on fire.
Only a word in Hebrew can penetrate
My veins, my soul
In an aching body, a hungry heart
My home is here.

I will not be silent, because my country
Has changed her appearance.
I will not give up on her,
I'll remind her,
And I'll sing here in her ears
Until she opens her eyes.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MEJ5jgCaDhE

Ehud Manor / 1941-2005
An Israeli songwriter, translator, radio broadcaster 
and TV host. He received the Israel Prize in 1998 
for his contribution to Hebrew songwriting. He was 
one of Israel's most prolific songwriters who also 
translated and wrote for the theater and entertainment 
shows. Manor wrote and translated over 1,000 songs 

– both happy and sad, some of which convey a sense of frivolity and others 
seriousness. He was a versatile songwriter and worked with Israel's leading 
performers of Hebrew songs.

I Have No Other Country was written by Ehud Manor, one of Israel's 
most popular, prolific and respected songwriters. He wrote it as a delayed 
response to the death of his younger brother in the War of Attrition.
In an interview with him, Ehud Manor said that the song was a criticism 
of the Government of Israel's ineffectiveness and disregard for the 
unnecessary loss of lives of many soldiers in battle. When released, it was 
considered a protest song against the First Lebanon War that Israel was 
involved in at the time, which can explain why it was adopted by Israelis 
who opposed that war.
Over the years, the song was embraced by many people from the entire 
political spectrum, with each group assigning their own interpretation to 
the lyrics in a way that expressed their views. During the period of Israel's 
disengagement from the Gaza Strip, considerable use was made of the song 
by the Israeli right and it was played at their protest rallies, on the Internet 
media and on TV stations. The "national left" movement adopted the line 
"I will not be silent, because my country has changed her appearance" 
and turned it into a protest slogan against the policies of the government 
headed by Benjamin Netanyahu.

Amichai insists on knowing "Why Jerusalem" whereas Ehud 
Manor says "I have no other country." And what about you?
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HOMELAND SONG

In the mountains the sun already blazes
And in the valley the dew still shines,
We love you, homeland, 
With joy, with song and with toil.

From the slopes of Lebanon to the Dead Sea
We'll traverse you with ploughs,
We'll cultivate and build you,
We'll adorn you with beauty.

We'll dress you in a gown of concrete and cement,
And we'll spread carpets of gardens at your feet,
On the redeemed earth of your fields
The grains will jingle their bells.

We'll cut a road through the desert,
We'll dry the swamps.
What else can we give you for glory and plenty,
What else we haven't yet given – we shall give.

In the mountains, the mountains, our light has shone,
To the top of the mountain we shall climb.
Yesterday is behind us
But the road to tomorrow is long.

If the road is hard and betraying,
And if more than one falls dead,
We'll always love you, homeland,
We are with you in war and in toil!

In 1934, Natan Alterman wrote the poem "Homeland Song" 
to which music was later set by Daniel Samburski.

Natan Alterman / 1910-1970
An Israeli poet and playwright and one of the most 
important Hebrew poets in the modern period. He 
received the Israel Prize for literature in 1968. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ehje3X4yPHM

Aviv Geffen / Born 1973 
An Israeli singer-songwriter, musician, composer and 
musical producer.
Geffen is considered is a defiant artist who articulates a 
left-wing worldview without being fearful or apologetic. 
He is a singer who captivated Israeli youth in the 1990s, 
whom he called  "the moonlight children." His songs 
deal with protest as well as everyday matters such as 
love, peace, death, religion and the army. On the other 
hand, he touches on controversial themes such as 
suicide, drugs and conscientious objection.

AWAKE ARISE  

The terror, the hostility
the sounds of war
and brotherly hate
that gets stronger each 
day.

Old age is embarrassing
they die here from shame
they whisper in their 
voices
and you are silent.

Chorus:
Awake arise
awake arise
beloved homeland,
because we’re very tired
we need to rest.
Awake arise 
awake arise
beloved homeland, 
we live only once,
give us a bit of love.

Alterman and Samburski's Homeland Song is full of joy, 
energy and love for their homeland, whereas Geffen's 
song expresses weariness and inertia and the need to 
receive love from his homeland, rather than strength 
that can give it love. (It is advisable to watch the links 
to the songs, which are highly indicative of the periods 
they were written in).

66 years separate the writing of Homeland Song and 
Awake Arise, both of which deal with the Land of Israel 
and convey feelings and moods of the people singing 
them, which have undergone considerable change. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TvmoNNIWjU0

66 years after Alterman 
wrote Homeland Song, 
Aviv Geffen, a young 
Israeli songwriter, wrote 
"Uri Ur" – Awake Arise

?
Violence, humiliation
racist views about 
immigrants.
Another kid who's scared 
to come home.
The terror, the hostility
the songs of war
and brotherly hate 
that gets stronger each 
day.

Chorus…

And give me the strength
to love you
to rejoice in a small 
corner
it's so hard sometimes to 
forgive you.

•  Can you try and explain the huge difference 
in the mood the two songs convey?

•  Does the striking difference between the two 
songs tell us something about the attitude 
toward Zionism?

•  Is that difference something which is 
particular to Israel or is it part of a global 
trend? Can you provide any examples?
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ON ZIONISM IN THE DIASPORA - USA

Is America the Promised Land
for Jews?
Jacob Neusner

"It’s time to say that America is a better place to be 
a Jew than Jerusalem. If ever there was a Promised 
Land, we Jewish Americans are living in it. Here Jews 
have flourished, not alone in politics and the economy, 
but in matters of art, culture and learning. Jews feel 
safe and secure here in ways that they do not and 
cannot in the State of Israel. And they have found an 
authentically Jewish voice - their own voice - for their 
vision of themselves…

Some Israelis tell American Jews that America, like 
the fleshpots of Egypt, is no place for a Jew - we're all 
going to die… I, for one, haven't yet felt the nudge of 
the iceberg, and I don't think I'm singing on the deck 
of the Titanic. I think the Jews have built a Jewish life 
in America that can last, and that even now is giving 
plenty of proof of stability -- and human value. The 
truth is that Jews can make it in freedom. America, the 
freest and most open society Jews have ever known, 
is not only good for the Jews but better, for the Jews, 
than the State of Israel -- and not because we prefer the 
fleshpots…

…Are we assimilating? I think not. We're changing. But 
change is not assimilation, it's change. We're different 
from our grandparents. Our children will be different 

Rabbi Jacob Neusner
1932-2016 
An American Jewish researcher who 
was named one of the most prolific 
authors in history, having written 
approximately 1,000 books. Neusner 
was born in Connecticut, taught at 
several universities in the United 
States, was a member of the Institute 
for Advanced Study at Princeton 
University, and received numerous 
awards and honorary degrees.
Neusner claimed that traditional 
Jewish texts should be studied and 
read as humanistic and academic 
literature. He went from researching 
the linguistics of the text
to studying its content. Neusner dealt 
with religion in its social context, as 
something that a group of people do 
together and not as a set of beliefs 
and ideas.

from us. But the emblems are multiplying of a highly 
cohesive Jewish community, with traits that mark us 
as distinctive. When the sociologists told us we were 
on our way out, the Israelis argued that if we wanted a 
Jewish future, we had to emigrate. But it turns out that 
the disappearing American Jew is going to be around 
for a while because the sociologists got their numbers 
wrong. Intermarriage, so it seems at the moment, is 
a demographic plus not a minus. The reason, surveys 
show, is that the non-Jewish partner often either 
converts or identifies with the Jewish community and 
at least half of the children do...

So let's turn the matter around and ask whether 
Zionism has kept its promises for the Jews. Where - 
really - is it better to be a Jew? Zionism promised that 
the Jewish state would be a spiritual center for the 
Jewish people. But today, in all the Jewish world, who 
- as a matter of Jewish sentiment or expression - reads 
an Israeli book, or looks at an Israeli painting, or goes 
to an Israeli play, or listens to Israeli music? Apart from 
some fine fiction, Israeli art and creative life have made 
only a slight impact on American Jews. They do not 
look to Tel Aviv for stimulation or for imagination. 
And throughout the Jewish world, people do look to 
America… 

…Freedom is nice, too. And this really has become a 
free country for us Jews… For American Jews - now 
Jewish Americans - the American dream has come 
true. I wonder how many Israelis think the Zionist one 
has come true, too."

?•  "It’s time to say that America is a better place to be 
a Jew than Jerusalem. If ever there was a Promised 
Land, we Jewish Americans are living in it… 
America…is not only good for the Jews but better, 
for the Jews, than the State of Israel."

 What's your opinion? Are these statements provocative
 or not at all?
•  "Zionism promised that the Jewish state would be 

a spiritual center for the Jewish people… Israeli art 
and creative life have made only a slight impact on 
American Jews… throughout the Jewish world, people 
do look to America…"

 What does the above statement say about the 
relationship between the State of Israel and American 
Jewry? And didn't the idea of a Jewish spiritual center in 
Israel lose its validity quite some time ago?

•  Neusner asks "whether Zionism has kept its promises 
for the Jews…Where is it really better to be a Jew?" 

 What are your answers?
 Overall, has Zionism been fulfilled in Israel? Or has it 

actually been fulfilled in America?
•  "For American Jews - now Jewish Americans - the 

American dream has come true."
 What comes first in your identity: your Judaism or your 

belonging to the nationality of the country you are a 
citizen of? (e.g. American, Argentinean, French, German, 
etc.)

•  In his article, Neusner talks only about being Jewish in 
the United States and in the State of Israel. What about 
Jews in other parts of the world? Where do they stand? 
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Hanoch Piven / Born 1963
An Israeli artist and illustrator, was born in Uruguay and 
moved to Israel with his family at the age of 11. Piven 
has achieved acclaim as a distinctive artist who designs 
portraits of leaders and 'celebrities' from Israel and around 
the world (examples of his portraits can be seen here). 
He makes his figures out of a variety of materials and 
objects that we're all familiar with in our daily lives. The 
'caricature' he creates assigns meaning to its components, 
which together comprise the message that Piven wants to 
convey about the particular public figure. Piven's works are 
known worldwide, and in 1994 he was awarded the New 
York Society of Illustrators Gold Medal, which is the most 
prestigious award in the U.S. illustration industry. In recent 
years, Piven has been conducting arts & crafts workshops in 
which the participants experiment with a creative experience 
that enables them to express feelings and ideas.

Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl, The Visionary of  the Jewish State  / 1860-1904 
A jurist, journalist and author. Born in Budapest, Hungary, he is considered the father of political Zionism 
which used diplomatic used to receive authorization to settle in the Land of Israel. When working as a 
journalist, Herzl covered the Dreyfus trial, after which he reached the conclusion that a solution must 
be found to the Jewish problem in the Diaspora. He believed that the Jews had to leave their countries 
of residence and be concentrated in a country of their own where they could maintain independent 
sovereignty. Herzl devoted his life to establishing a Jewish state for the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. 
He founded the Zionist Congress in 1897 and transformed the Zionist movement into a worldwide 
movement. In his book, Altneuland, Herzl presented his vision for the Jewish state. The main theme of the 
book was "if you will it, it is no dream" and that became the slogan of the Zionist movement. Herzl died 
in Vienna in 1904 and, as stipulated in his will, his bones were later brought to the Land of Israel. He is 
buried on Mount Herzl, which bears his name and is the national cemetery of the State of Israel.

Golda Meir  / 1898-1978
Israel's fourth Prime Minister and the only woman to serve in that position in the history of the country. 
She was also one of the first three women prime ministers in the world. Golda was born in Ukraine and 
as a child emigrated with her family to the United States, where she grew up and was educated. When in 
her 20s, she came to Israel, where she became a leading political activist and was one of the people who 
signed Israel's Proclamation of Independence. Golda was a member of the Knesset from the First Knesset 
to the Eighth Knesset, also serving as Minister of Labor and Foreign Minister. The Yom Kippur War was 
her most difficult hour because the government she headed was not sufficiently prepared for the attack on 
Israel. Due to the unrest that followed the war and its outcomes, Golda resigned as Prime Minister in June 1974.

Dana International  / Born 1973
An accomplished Israeli singer. She was the first transgender to represent Israel at the Eurovision Song 
Contest and even won with her song "Diva." To a great extent, Dana is responsible for putting the 
transgender issue on Israel's public agenda and paved the way for transgenders who came after her. She 
is also known for the courage and bravery she displayed when standing at the helm of a public campaign 
that called for recognizing and accepting others. For many people, she is considered a leader in all that 
concerns sex changes.

Group discussion
Each participant should choose a Zionist leader they 
admire.
Those who wish to can share the reasons for their choice 
with the rest of the group. After that, the members of 
the group should try and define the traits of the various 
leaders and what they have in common.
• Do significant differences exist between leaders, in 
general, and Jewish/Zionist leaders, in particular? 

Arts & crafts workshop dealing with Zionist leaders
During the workshop, we'll create portraits of Zionist 
leaders using everyday household materials. We got 
the idea for creating these kinds of portraits from a Beit 
Ha'am Anthology booklet (a unique program developed 
by the Department for Diaspora Activities that fosters 
a dialog about Zionist issues) called This Object is Me, 
inspired by the world-renowned artist, Hanoch Piven. 

The activity:
To hold the activity, it will be necessary to prepare 
and bring to the meeting place materials/discarded 
household items such as batteries, buttons, threads, 
plastic containers, scraps of paper, paper rolls, toys, 
bottles, bottle caps, crayons, and more – just let your 
imagination run wild. Make sure you have scissors, glue 
(preferably hot) and a work surface (like construction 
paper), on which the portraits will be made. Each 
participant will be asked to choose a Zionist leader (real 
or "ideal") and create his/her portrait using the materials 
we brought from home. 
* Before starting, we recommend that the participants read and 
learn about the leader they chose (which can be done in small 
groups). After the portraits are completed, a discussion should 
be held about the portraits, the leaders and the significance of the 
choice of materials that were used.

For example:
•  Why did Piven choose the 
materials he used to depict Ben-
Gurion? What do they symbolize?
Piven designed Ben-Gurion's face 
using a sponge reminiscent of the 
Negev earth. To design his eyebrows 
and hair, Piven used branches 
reminiscent of the Negev. The nose 
is made out of a boxing glove that 
symbolizes Ben-Gurion's struggles. 

Ben-Gurion is holding a copy of the Haaretz newspaper in 
his hand, whose headline announces the establishment of 
the State of Israel. In the window, there is a picture of the 
crowds dancing after the State's declaration.
•  If you were to design Ben-Gurion, which materials would 

you choose?
•  Which objects were you missing when you designed the 

leader you chose? Why? What do they symbolize?
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see page 9

בית העם
 המחלקה לפעילות בתפוצותשיג ושיח ציוני

Department for Diaspora Activities

World  Zionist Organization
ההסתדרות הציונית העולמית

  And more:
•  In addition to the workshop, you can also listen to the song Herzl and All the Distinguished Gentlemen - lyrics by Yoram  

Taherlev and music by Yair Rosenblum. Read the lyrics, which includes the names of various Zionist leaders from the past.
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECeyD657L-w
•  Amit Shimoni, a graduate of the Department of Visual Communication at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, 

created a series of illustrations of Zionist leaders in the hipster style. For the illustrations and more about the artist:
 www.pitria.com/israeli-hipsters-leaders
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The Burning House / Bertolt Brecht 

"…I recently saw a house. It was burning. The flames 
licked its roof. I went closer and saw that some people 
were still inside. I stood at the door and called out to 
them that the roof was ablaze, urging them to leave at 
once. But those people seemed to be in no hurry. With 
the heat already scorching his eyebrows, one of them 
asked me what it was like outside, whether the rains were 
falling or whether the winds were blowing, and whether 
there was another house for them, and more questions 
of this kind. Without answering, I went out again. I said 
to myself that these people will certainly burn to death 
before they stop asking questions. And truly, my friends, 
to someone who has not felt the earth burning beneath 
his feet so that he would willingly replace it with another 
rather than stay behind, I have nothing to say."

•  When you first read it, what did you think 
the parable was referring to? What's the 
moral of the story?

•  In our context, a connection can be 
found between the Buddha's parable 
and immigration to the Land of Israel 
throughout the generations. If that is the 
case, what motivated, or did not motivate, 
Jews in the Diaspora to immigrate to Israel?

•  Is it the role of public leaders to appeal to 
the people sitting in the house and tell them 
their time is up, or should they be left alone 
like the storyteller did?

Bertolt Brecht
/ 1898-1956
was a German playwright and 
poet and also one of the most 
vocal opponents of the Nazi 
regime.

?

Yosef  (Tommy) Lapid / 1931-2008 
About whom his son, Yair, wrote the book Memories After 
My Death – was an Israeli author, journalist and politician 
who was born in Serbia. He was the leader of the Shinui Party 
and served as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice 
in Ariel Sharon's second government. Lapid was known for 
his direct, and often blunt, way of speaking. In his struggles 
for a liberal society and against religious coercion in Israel, he 
always made sure to mention his deep bond with his Judaism.

Yair Lapid, an excerpt from Memories After My Death, 
Jerusalem: Keter, 2010 [Hebrew]

"They came to get us at dawn.
Members of the Hungarian Arrow Cross organization, 
accompanied by some SS soldiers, surrounded the building 
we were living in on Pozohony Street. They took all of us 
outside and began leading us through the snowy streets of 
the empty city. People gazed at us from above, through tall 
windows, and none of them said a word.
They marched us down the length of Pozohony Street, in 
the direction of Margaret Bridge.  And that was when we 
understood that they were taking us to the bank of the 
Danube, to shoot us beneath the blocks of ice floating on the 
river. These 'death marches' took place every day, and only in 
one direction. No one ever returned.
When we reached the foot of the bridge, a Soviet 
reconnaissance plane suddenly appeared above our heads. 
The procession stopped for a moment, in a state of chaos, 
and the Nazi guards sought refuge in the entrances to 
the buildings and shot at the plane with their Schmeisser 
submachine guns. We were standing next to the door of a 
small public toilet, made of metal and painted green. My 
mother pushed me inside and said 'pretend that you're 
peeing.' I stood there frozen with cold and fear. But I could 
not pee. When you're thirteen years old and terrified, you 
cannot pee. In the meantime, the Soviet plane disappeared 
and the procession regrouped and continued marching.  No 
one noticed that my mother and I had remained behind in 
the green toilet. Thirty minutes later, not even one person 
from the march was still among the living!
This was a major moment in my life, the moment that defines 
me more accurately than any other moment – more than 
anything I have ever done, more than all the places I have 
ever been to, more than any person I have ever met. Not 
because I was spared – every survivor has his own private 
miracle story – but because I had nowhere to go. Paris had 
already been liberated, so had Rome and even Novi Sad. But 

I had nowhere to go. In the entire world, there was not a 
single place that a Jewish boy whom everyone wanted to kill, 
could go. So we went back to the ghetto.
Years later, when I was in Budapest with Yair (the storyteller's 
son), we took a walk and found ourselves at Margaret Bridge 
without planning to do so. We were walking and chatting 
merrily when I suddenly stopped, pointed at something and 
started shaking. At first, Yair didn't understand what I was 
pointing at, but there it was: the small public toilet made of 
metal and painted green. We stood there, two grown men, 
hugging and crying and stroking the green walls of the public 
toilet that saved my life. And the Hungarians on the street 
went around us cautiously because they were convinced we 
were lunatics.
My son, I said to him, after regaining my composure: this is 
where I became a Zionist, and without even knowing it. This 
is what the Zionist idea is all about. The State of Israel is a 
problematic place and all of us will always have arguments 
with it, but this is why it was established. So that every Jewish 
child will always have a place to go."

?•  Are you familiar with stories like this one, in which a 
certain event (dramatic, but not necessarily) shaped a 
person's identity? Can you recall a significant event in 
your own life that affected/changed who you are? Your 
identity? Can you share it with the group?

•  Can you remember the place/time that you became a Zionist?

Zionism: Asking, Exploring, DreamingTHE PLACE WHERE I BECAME A ZIONIST
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Prof. Eliezer Schweid 

An Excerpt From "The 70 Faces of Zionism" –
The Association for the Renewal of Zionism

"The post-Zionist movements assume that the goal of 
Zionism was establishing the State of Israel. Therefore, 
now that is has been established, there is no need for it. We 
maintain that the goal of Zionism was 'normalization' of 
the Jewish people. The intention was to solve the hardships 
of life faced by Jews in the Diaspora. They became worse in 
the modern period and forced the Jews to make a choice 
between a life contingent on returning to their land as 
a nationality that exists on its own civilization and own 
culture and physical annihilation by modern anti-Semitism 
or spiritual annihilation by way of acculturation or 
assimilation. The goal was to concentrate most of the people 
in their homeland, establish a modern civilization that 
would enable Jews to lead an autonomous life, and develop 
a modern national culture that draws from its own sources.
Thus, there is no doubt that the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948, after the Holocaust, was a huge 
accomplishment for Zionism. Although it did not save the 
Jewish people from the Holocaust, it enabled them to unite 
in the State and rehabilitate themselves within it. But the 
hardships of the Jews as a Diaspora people have not been 
solved by establishing the State. Actually, its establishment 
led to a new variety of anti-Semitism, the anti-Zionism 
variety, which threatened, and still threatens, the Jewish 
people with a second Holocaust.
…Post-Zionism, which is actually anti-Zionism, is 
prevalent among large groups of Jews. On the other 
hand, one can see the response in the form of aggressive 
nationalistic Zionism. The clash between these two trends 
threatens the very existence of the State of Israel and its 
identity as a Jewish state, both in terms of its responsibility 
to the entire Jewish people as well as its allegiance to its 
Jewish identity from a values and cultural perspective."

Eliezer Schweid / Born 1929
One of the most distinguished scholars and educators 
in the field of Jewish Philosophy. He is an Emeritus 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem and received the Israel Prize for Jewish 
thought research in 1994. Schweid has published around 
forty books and 850 articles in his fields of expertise and 
research: the development and problems of Judaism as 
a culture, issues relating to Zionist fulfillment between 
Israel and the Diaspora, between Israeliness and 
Judaism and between Jewish secularism and religion, 
the denominations in the Jewish religion, Israel's 
problems as a Jewish and democratic state and other key 
issues in Judaism and Zionism, and the integration of 
the State of Israeli identity and Jewish Identity people in 
the world economy and post-modern culture.

?
•  How do you perceive the concept of "post-

Zionism" on the one hand, and of "nationalistic 
Zionism" on the other?

•  Why, in your opinion did Zionism, which was 
supposed to represent the broadest consensus 
of the Jewish people, also become political and 
controversial? (The intention is among ourselves 
and not among the other nations of the world).

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY
Following an in-depth discussion about the 
objectives of Zionism in our generation, the group 
will define/propose ways to achieve them. The 
group leader should refer to the following text 
written by Prof. Eliezer Schweid. Use can be made 
of it before, during or after the discussion. The 
group can be divided into smaller groups or the 
discussion can be held together in a circle.
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The objectives of Zionism in our generation
"The objectives of Zionism following the establishment 
of the State of Israel are derived from this analysis of its 
condition and, first and foremost, from the overall objective: 
to preserve and maintain the State of Israel as the national 
state of the Jewish people from the two perspectives cited 
above.
"Seventy Faces of Zionism" - the intention is to the multiple 
and varied aspects of its fulfillment. In the past, there were 
a number of Zionist movements that operated under the 
World Zionist Organization: Political Zionism, Socialist 
Zionism, Religious Zionism, and Spiritual Zionism, and 
each of them was characterized by different trends. There 
were numerous disputes between those movements and 
trends as well as violent power struggles, but basically 
they worked together to achieve the overall objective. In 
the framework of this brief lecture, I will make do with a 
succinct definition of those objectives:
a. Healing the deep wounds that create rifts of foreignness 

and alienation among Jews surrounding the problem of 
Jewish identity.

b. Keeping the secular assimilation process in check, on 
the one hand, and the extremist seclusion of the ultra-
Orthodox society, on the other, and curbing messianic 
nationalism. 

c. Restoring the family-communal tissue that the free 
market economy and competitive-selfish processes are 
tearing apart and, by doing so, are also destroying the 
infrastructure vital to the Jewish way of life.

d. Rehabilitating the education system that is collapsing due 
to its subjugation to the free market economy.

e. Restoring the pioneering-volunteering ethos that regards 
giving to others the aim of man, which is the fundamental 
ethos that sustains family, community and people.

f. Restoring the productive ethos that is based on the value 
and respect for labor and not on the value of speculative 
gains.

g. Seeking to attain social justice and legal justice.
h. Strengthening the loosened ties between Jews in the State 

of Israel and Jews in the Diaspora as one people.
i. Constantly seeking to achieve peace that will extract the 

State of Israel and the Jewish people from the circle of 
hostility that surrounds it and threatens its existence."

•  The objectives that Schweid defines reflect a clear 
social worldview that is consistent with the social-
economic approaches that are common today in 
many countries in the world (a free market economy 
and speculative gains, as opposed to the pioneering-
volunteering ethos, the value of work, social and 
legal justice, family and communal values). Is there 
any connection between his worldview and Jewish 
values? What is it?

•  Which of the objectives speaks to you the most and 
can you see yourself taking part in the effort to 
achieve them?

How can these objectives be achieved?
"We have a vested interest in influencing the government 
to change its policy from above. But, in my opinion, in the 
existing reality there is little chance of doing that.  A different 
leadership needs to be cultivated from below and even 
when the leaders behave in the right way, the achievement 
ultimately depends on the willingness of the people to pursue 
it out of duty and choice.
Just like before the State was established, after it the way 
is also one of personal fulfillment: every individual, every 
family and every community based on their respective life 
courses and in keeping with their inclinations and abilities. 
The aim of organizing into a movement is to clarify the path, 
acquire strength and gain growing influence, and produce 
alternative leadership.
The key is personal pioneering-volunteering fulfillment by 
many individuals who grow and expand in the above-cited 
directions – everyone in their respective fields of activity, 
according to their abilities. I will therefore touch on six 
"commandments" of personal fulfillment that are derived 
from the objectives mentioned above.
a. Adopting a Jewish way of life in the personal – family 

context and, primarily, observing traditions associated 
with Shabbat, the holidays and the festivals, out of 
identification with the historical memory and the moral, 
social and cultural values that underlie them: every person 
and every family according to one of the existing religious, 
secular or cultural ways of thinking, based on a pluralistic 
conviction that respects all these approaches due to their 
common ethical and national foundation, while seeking to 
mend the rifts that are dividing Jews and placing emphasis 
on imparting the legacy to the younger generation.

b. Actively belonging to a Jewish-Zionist community.
c. Making a living from productive work that contributes to 

society in various spheres such as agriculture, industry, 
services, commerce, etc., while seeking to attain not only a 

•  Some of the ways suggested by Schweid to achieve 
the objectives of Zionism may seem naïve or even 
utopian to the cynical younger generation. To bring 
the different ways closer to them, should they be 
tailored to the contemporary, prevailing mood? 
How can that be done? What would you change?

•  Which ways to achieve the objectives of Zionism 
would you choose? To contribute? To be a partner? 
To lead? To be an entrepreneur? Why did you 
choose that specifically? How would you go about 
achieving it?

high standard of living, but also a contribution to society. 
This also includes teaching and management positions 
in order to influence, as much as possible, changes to the 
socioeconomic and ethical-cultural policy of the State of 
Israel in a Jewish-Zionist direction defined above.

d. Allocating a fixed amount of time to reading, learning 
and studying Jewish texts, while tackling the fundamental 
issues characterizing Jewish culture and contemporary 
world culture, and taking part, as much as possible, in 
family-communal activities in the capacities of instructor 
and educator.

e. Loyal service in the standing army and in reserve duty.
f. Regular participation in the activities of the Association 

through in-depth Jewish-Zionist thinking and through 
means designed to disseminate its ideas and increase its 
impact on the leadership elites in the State of Israel, with 
the aim being to cultivate a new stratum of leadership 
that will seek to achieve the objectives of Zionism in the 
general political arena."
Remarks made by Prof. Eliezer Schweid, a member of the Public 
Council of the Association for the Renewal of Zionism, at the 
Association's founding conference held in Jerusalem in April 2014.

(Prof. Schweid's article, continued from the previous page)
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