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119 years have elapsed since that thrilling moment experienced by the visionary of the 
Jewish State, just one year after the First Zionist Congress convened in Basel, where the 
reborn Zionist vision was introduced.

120 Years of Zionism

The First Zionist Congress charted a new course for our history as a people and as a state. 
This course has been replete with upheavals and moments of elation and hope, coupled 
with darker periods not only in Jewish history, but also in human history as a whole.

The month of November features a long list of formative historical events in the history 
of our people:

In November 2017 we mark the 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, the 70th anniversary of the United Nations 
Partition Plan, and the date of David Ben-Gurion's passing - with the celebrations for the State of Israel's 70th anniversary on 
the horizon.

In keeping with our department's tradition, we chose to mark this special month through a newly produced work – the Daily 
Zionism Page.

This booklet includes suggestions for discussions and activities that will invite you to explore Zionist issues from diverse angles, 
examine texts that were written by a variety of authors in different periods and places, and watch films and video clips that 
provoke thought and discussion – thereby enabling each and every one of us to express their own worldview and together find 
the unique path that connects all of us with the Zionist idea.

This booklet, which is part of the "Beit Ha'am" program, is available in four languages (Hebrew, English, Spanish and French) 
and the materials it contains can also be found on the department's website www.beit-haam.com. You are welcome to visit the 
website, make use of the materials and send them to others.

"Nations arose and disappeared, states blossomed and expired, revolutions stormed over the earth and they, the Jews, lay 
bent over their book and noticed nothing of the wild hunt which passed over their heads." (Heinrich Heine)

Gusti Yehoshua-Braverman
Head of the Department 

"During this journey, we were introduced to the Land of Israel for the first time, coming from a self-observation. 
We were very excited when the pale beach of the country was seen from our ship one sun drenched morning. It 
was one of the most poetic moments, which even in the full life of a person there are few like them."
(October 1898, Herzl arrives in the Land of Israel – an entry from his journal)
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THE LAND OF ISRAEL IS THE BIRTHPLACE 
OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

THE PROMISE OF THE LAND

TO OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM 
GENESIS 12

The "Lech Lecha" Torah Portion 
The divine command given to Abraham 
to go to the land of  Canaan, which is 
the Land of  Israel, and His promise to 
give this land to Abraham's offspring 
has accompanied the Jewish people for 
thousands of  years - both during their 
years of  exile in foreign lands and in 
the Land of  Israel, where it serves as 
justification for settling the land.

TO OUR FOREFATHER ISAAC
GENESIS 26:1-3

TO OUR FOREFATHER JACOB
GENESIS 28:12-14

DAF YOMI
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1 And the Lord said to Abram: "Go forth from your 
country and from your homeland and from your father's 
house, to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 
you into a great nation and I will bless you, and I will 
make your name great and you shall be a blessing. 3 And 
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed 
through you." 4 And Abram went as the Lord had told 
him, and Lot went with him, and Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he left Haran. 5 And Abram took his wife 
Sarai and Lot his brother's son, and all the possessions 
they had acquired and the people they had gathered, and 
they set out for the land of Canaan and came to the land 
of Canaan. 6 And Abram traveled through the land as far 
as the place of Shechem, until the plains of Moreh, and 
the Canaanites were then in the land. 7 And the Lord 
appeared to Abram and He said: "To your offspring I will 
give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord, Who 
had appeared to him. 8 And he went from there to the 
hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel to the 
west and Ai to the east. There he built an altar to the Lord 
and called on the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram traveled 
and continued southward.

1...and Isaac went to Abimelech, the king of the 
Philistines, to Gerar. 2 And the Lord appeared to him 
and said: "Do not go down to Egypt, live in the land 
where I tell you. 3 Remain in this land, and I will be 
with you and I will bless you, for to you and your 
offspring I will give all these lands and I will uphold 
the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. 

12 And he dreamed, and he saw a stairway resting on 
the ground, with its top reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending upon 
it. 13 And the Lord was standing above him, and He 
said: "I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham 
and the God of Isaac; I will give you and your 
offspring the land on which you are lying, 14 And 
your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and 
you shall spread out to the west and to the east and to 
the north and to the south, and through you shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.

?
•  Some view the "Lech Lecha" Torah portion as the 

earliest expression of Zionism – the start of the 
Zionist timeline. What is your opinion – where does 
Zionism begin? In "Lech Lecha"? At Mount Sinai? 

•  And who was the first Zionist?
•  What value does a divine promise given 3,000 

years ago still have? Can it be used today as 'legal 
evidence?'

•  What else besides that divine historical promise 
connects the Jewish people with the Land of Israel?

MonthZionism

Amir Gilboa / 1917-1984
A Ukraine-born Israeli Hebrew poet and 
translator. Gilboa received the Israel Prize 
for poetry in 1982 for his "personal and 
original poetry that combines a personal 
style with the cultural language of the 
nation" and which has "paved the paths in 
the art of liturgy."

Waze is a free and shared navigation app for smartphones, which was developed by the Israeli startup company, Waze Mobile. It was sold 
to Google in June 2013 at the incredible price of $966 million!!! Waze is one especially successful example of Israel's definition as a 'startup 
nation.' Waze has changed the way people drive across the globe and has done away, almost entirely, with the need for individual navigation 
and/or roadmaps. A few months after its sale to Google, Waze was named the "best mobile app" at the Mobile World Congress.

For more about Waze: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlUh9Tr4dug

?How did we become a nation? 
What makes a group of  people 
a nation?

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
: G

ov
er

nm
en

t P
re

ss
 O

ffi
ce

A SONG IN THE MORNING

Lyrics: Amir Gilboa
Music: Shlomo Artzi and Amir Gilboa

A man suddenly wakes up in the morning
And feels he is a nation and starts walking,
And to all those he meets on the way he says Shalom.

Before him grains are growing between cracks in the sidewalk.
And the fragrance of lilac trees is turning his head.
The sundews are shining and the hills are replete with rays.
They will give birth to a canopy of sunlight on his wedding day.

And he laughs with generations of valor from the hills,
And the shamed wars bow down to the ground,
To the glory of a thousand years flowing from hidden places,
A thousand young years ahead of him.
Like a cool brook, like a shepherd's song, like a branch.

A man suddenly wakes up in the morning
And feels he is a nation and starts walking.
And he sees that spring has returned
And has made the tree turn green again.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Big-1vigRM0

The Daily Spotlight / An Israeli Achievement
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In July 1917, Dr. Chaim Weizmann (who was the president 
of the British Zionist Federation) submitted a proposal to the 
British government for a political declaration that would view 
the Land of Israel as the National Home of the Jewish people 
and acknowledge their right to establish their national life there. 
The British Foreign Secretary, Arthur James Balfour, who was 
a Bible enthusiast, and Prime Minister David Lloyd George, 
favored such a declaration for strategic and religious reasons and 
believed that "the return of the Jews to Zion is a historic event of 
the highest order derived by virtue of the Creator's dictate."

On November 2, 1917, the British government issued the 
Balfour Declaration in a letter sent by the British Foreign 
Minister, Arthur James Balfour, to the honorary president of 
the British Zionist Federation, Lord James Rothschild. It said 
the following:

Dear Lord Rothschild,
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on 
behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following 
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist 
aspirations which has been submitted to, and 
approved by, the Cabinet. His Majesty's Government 
view with favour the establishment in Palestine of 
a national home for the Jewish people, and will use 
their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of 
this object, it being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities 
in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed 
by Jews in any other country.

I should be grateful if you would bring this 
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist 
Federation.

Yours,

Arthur James Balfour

Celebrations on Allenby Street in Tel Aviv following the Balfour Declaration, 1918 (Central Zionist Archives) 

An invitation to a gathering 
marking the anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration, 1944 
(Central Zionist Archives)

THE BALFOUR DECLARATION

From the perspective of the Zionist movement, the Balfour 
Declaration was a historic breakthrough. Some Jews 
compared it to the Cyrus Declaration. Its issue led to an 
outpouring of joy among Jews worldwide. The Arabs living 
in Palestine, on the other hand, received it (as expected) with 
overt hostility and in response even threatened bloody riots.
The declaration was a base for the early activities of the 
Zionist movement in Mandatory Palestine. It was the first 
time that Zionism received formal international recognition 
of the right of the Jewish people to return to the Land of 
Israel. At the same time, it led to the establishment the Arab 
National Movement, which undertook an open fight to gain 
control in the Land of Israel.

A description of the Balfour Declaration in a 1:20 minute film, including 
historic photographs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIRs1s71pn0

?
?

•  Arthur James Balfour 
"favorably viewed the 
establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the 
Jewish people." The term 
"national home" is not 
commonly used like the more 
familiar concepts of state, 
homeland, sovereign entity or 
autonomous government. 

 How do you perceive its 
significance? And why, in 
your opinion, did Balfour 
choose to word it that way?

•  The Jewish people are offered 
a national home. What's the 
connection between a people 
and a nation? And a religion? 
Can you find a distinction 
between the terms?

•  Are there other peoples who 
are similar to the Jewish 
people in this respect?

What is Zionsim / Gadi Taub (p. 27, Hebrew edition)

"But the Zionists believed that in order to ensure continuity, it was necessary to create a 
far-reaching revolution in how Jewish identity and Jewish life are perceived. In practice, 
the revolutionary aspect of Zionism was much more evident from the traditional 
perspective because that revolution related 'not only to the Jew in the human, but 
also to the human in the Jew.' It proposed a revolution in how the Jew's humanity was 
perceived and not only in how his Judaism was perceived. It demanded the replacement 
of a Diaspora tradition of passivity, fatalism and dependence on others with a modern 
mindset whose main idea was that people have control of their fate. It was more than 
a conceptual and spiritual revolution. Its implications for practical life were clear and 
immediate: the Jews had to physically uproot themselves from their places of residence, 
from their lifestyles and from the languages they spoke, and then replant themselves in 
another place – the Land of Israel – where they would establish a productive economy and 
produce Hebrew culture. That way they would transform themselves from passive objects 
of history into its active subjects.  The control a Jew has over his fate (in his own sovereign 
country) is not, therefore, just the goal and objective of the movement, but rather it is also 
its means and its underlying premise. Using his own powers, a person can change himself 
from being passive to active. Zionism called on the Jews – through emancipation and 
democracy - to create the conditions for their independence on their own, to rebel against 
processes perceived as being beyond their control, against what appears as the 'natural' 
course of history itself, and create their own history literally with their own bodies."

Dr. Gadi Taub  /  Born 1965
An Israeli journalist and author who has a doctorate in American 
History. He is a senior lecturer at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and at other academic institutions. He serves on the Academic Council 
of Metzilah – Center of Zionist, Jewish, Liberal and Humanist Thought, 
which are themes he frequently writes about. Taub considers himself an 
atheist with a Jewish identity.

•  Is it right to call Zionism a "revolution?" What would you call it?
•  Are you familiar with another revolution in human history that was as 

comprehensive as the Zionist revolution? One that was conceptual, spiritual 
and practical all at the same time? What were its outcomes? In what way is the 
Zionist revolution different/special?

About 1,000 Letters Addressed to "God" are Received by the Israeli Postal Service Every Year 
The letters come from across the globe, in a variety of languages. Some have fancy letterheads, while others include naïve drawings by 
children. The address appearing on the envelope is usually "God – Jerusalem" or "God in Heaven." Even though the law permits them to 
discard letters addressed to a nonexistent location, Israeli postal workers transfer them to the Western Wall where they are placed between the 
stones. The letters generally arrive around the time of the holidays.
One of the favorite stories told by the postal workers is about an Israeli who wrote a letter to God many years ago, in which he asked for NIS 
5,000 that would help him overcome his financial hardships. Touched by his request, they collected NIS 4,300 and sent the money to him.  A 
month later the man sent another letter to God in which he wrote: "Thank you, God, for the donation you gave me but, next time, please don't 
do it through the postal service because they stole NIS 700 from me." 

The Daily Spotlight / Did You Know?
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HERZL SAID… IF YOU WILL IT, IT IS NO DREAM!

Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl
The Visionary of  the Jewish State / 1860-1904 

A jurist, journalist and author, born in Budapest, 
Hungary. Herzl is considered the father of political 
Zionism which focused on diplomatic efforts in 
order to receive authorization to settle in the Land of 
Israel. When working as a journalist, Herzl covered 
the Dreyfus trial, following which which he reached 
the conclusion that a solution must be found to the 
 in the Diaspora. He believed that ״Jewish problem״
the Jews had to leave their countries of residence 
and be concentrated in a country of their own where 
they could maintain independent sovereignty. Herzl 
devoted his life to establishing a Jewish state for 
the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. He founded 
the Zionist Congress in 1897 and transformed the 
Zionist movement into a worldwide movement. In 
his book, Altneuland, Herzl presented his vision 
for the Jewish state. The main theme of the book 
was "If you will it, it is no dream" and that became 
the slogan of the Zionist movement. Herzl died in 
Vienna in 1904 and, as stipulated in his will, his 
bones were later brought to the Land of Israel. He is 
buried on Mount Herzl, which bears his name and is 
the national cemetery of the State of Israel.

The famous quote by Herzl – "If you will it, it is no dream" was 
handwritten by him on the cover of the draft copy of his book Altneuland, 
in which Herzl presents his vision for establishing a Jewish state. The 
handwritten draft is stored in the Central Zionist Archives.
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After convening the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Herzl wrote 
the following in his diary, which is also stored in the Central 
Zionist Archives:

"In Basel, I founded the Jewish state. If I were to say this out 
loud today, people would laugh. But perhaps in another five 
years, certainly in another 50, everyone will recognize it." 
("Inyan HaYehudim" - Vol. I, Book 5)

"I once called Zionism an indefinite ideal, and I truly believe that 
even after attaining our country, the Land of Israel, it will not cease 
to be an ideal. Zionism, as I see it, includes not only our aspiration 
for that Promised Land as a commandment for our unfortunate 
people, but also an aspiration for moral and spiritual perfection."
(Herzl's Writings - Bifnei Am VeOlam)

?

"One thing is assured and is above all doubt. The movement will 
exist. I do not know when I shall perish, but Zionism will not 
perish ever. From that day in Basel onwards, the Jewish nation 
have once more a popular representation; one way or another, 
the state of the Jews will be established in their land." 
(The Jewish Chronicle, 1898)

Where does Herzl take this 
certainty from?
And his confidence?

? ?

"What is Zionism? The aspiration to establish a 
homeland secured under public law for the Jewish 
people in the Land of  Israel."
(Herzl's Writings - Bifnei Am VeOlam)

As part of the efforts to obtain political support for the idea of 
establishing a Jewish state, Herzl sailed to the Land of Israel 
in October 1898. During that trip, he met with the German 
Emperor Wilhelm II.

"During this journey, we were introduced to the Land of 
Israel for the first time, coming from a self-observation. 
We were very excited when the pale beach of the country 
was seen from our ship one sun drenched morning. It was 
one of the most poetic moments, which even in the full life 
of person there are few like them." 

Have you ever been to Israel? What did you feel 
in the first moments after your arrival? Were your 
feelings similar to the ones you have when you come 
to any new place, or was there something different 
about them? Why?
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 Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated on November 4, 1995
Rabin Memorial Day is usually marked on its Hebrew date – 12 Cheshvan
while serving as Prime Minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated on Malchei Yisrael Square in Tel Aviv on 
November 4, 1995 (12 Cheshvan 5755). He was assassinated following a rally in support of the Oslo Accords (peace 
accords that were signed between Israel and the PLO – Palestine Liberation Organization) by Yigal Amir who opposed 
them. The assassination was preceded by a period of incitement and demonstrations that divided the nation between those 
who supported the accords and viewed them as hope for peace, and those who opposed them and viewed them as a threat 
to the State of Israel. The assassination left Israel in a state of shock. Hundreds of thousands filed past Rabin's casket, 80 

heads of state attended the funeral, and an entire generation of young people came to be known as the "candle children" because they sat around 
candles in Rabin Square, crying and singing songs. Some said they felt like orphans who had lost their father. The assassination had an impact on 
the political situation in the country and has been described as a breaking point in the relations between the right and left in Israel.
Aviv Geffen singing Cry for You at the memorial ceremony held a week after Rabin's assassination (3:30 minutes) - www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPQpB2Bjcmo
A Song for Peace with lyrics in English, sung at the rally on the day of the assassination – (4 minutes)  – www.youtube.com/watch?v=9u0_uvTjjKI 

Herzl on board the ship headed from Egypt to the shores of the Land of Israel (Central Zionist Archives)

"I believe that for me life has ended and world 
history has begun" (Paris, Spring 1895)

The Daily Spotlight / Today, 22 Years Ago

?

?

"No man is strong enough or rich enough to move a 
people from one home to another…Only an idea can do 
so. The idea of a State has such power. Throughout all the 
darkness of their history, the Jews never stopped dreaming 
the dream of sovereignty – 'Next year in Jerusalem' – is our 
ancient motto. Now we have to show that from this dream 
may grow an idea as bright as daylight." (The Jewish State)

How do you feel about the claim that only an
idea can lead to such a dramatic revolution?

"For some time I have been writing something that is 
inestimable in greatness. Today, I do not know if I will 
complete it. It seems like a magnificent dream. For days 
and weeks it has filled me completely until I have lost my 
senses. It follows me everywhere, hovers over my head 
even during everyday conversations, and peeps over my 
shoulder at my journalistic work that is ludicrous in its 
triviality. It agitates me and inebriates me. What will 
actually come of it is not yet clear. But my experience 
tells me that the matter is wondrous, even if it is a dream, 
and that I must put it into writing…if the novel does not 
become reality, then the reality can become a novel. The 
name: The Promised Land"! 
"I'm working on an idea. No, the idea is working on me. That 
idea would be insane if it were not so rational from start to 
finish. Such situations used to be called: inspiration."
(from Herzl's diary, entered while writing The Jewish State)

Have you ever felt spiritual elation of such 
magnitude anytime in your life? What were the 
circumstances? Would it be right to say that an 
abstract idea has the power to uplift the soul 
more than a physical object does?
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HOMELAND SONG

In the mountains the sun already blazes
And in the valley the dew still shines,
We love you, homeland, 
With joy, with song and with toil.

From the slopes of Lebanon to the Dead Sea
We'll traverse you with ploughs,
We'll cultivate and build you,
We'll adorn you with beauty.

We'll dress you in a gown of concrete and cement,
And we'll spread carpets of gardens at your feet,
On the redeemed earth of your fields
The grains will jingle their bells.

We'll cut a road through the desert,
We'll dry the swamps.
What else can we give you for glory and plenty,
What else we haven't yet given – we shall give.

In the mountains, the mountains, our light has shone,
To the top of the mountain we shall climb.
Yesterday is behind us
But the road to tomorrow is long.

If the road is hard and betraying,
And if more than one falls dead,
We'll always love you, homeland,
We are with you in war and in toil!

WHAT'S THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
HOMELAND AND ZIONISM

In 1934, Natan Alterman wrote the 
poem "Homeland Song" to which music 
was later set by Daniel Samburski.

Natan Alterman / 1910-1970
An Israeli poet and playwright and one of the most 
important Hebrew poets in the modern period. He 
received the Israel Prize for literature in 1968. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehje3X4yPHM

Aviv Geffen / Born 1973 
An Israeli singer-songwriter, musician, composer and 
musical producer.
Geffen is considered is a defiant artist who articulates a 
left-wing worldview without being fearful or apologetic. 
He is a singer who captivated Israeli youth in the 1990s, 
whom he called  "the moonlight children." His songs 
deal with protest as well as everyday matters such as 
love, peace, death, religion and the army. On the other 
hand, he touches on controversial themes such as 
suicide, drugs and conscientious objection.

66 years after Alterman 
wrote Homeland Song, 
Aviv Geffen, a young 
Israeli songwriter, wrote 
"Uri Ur" – Awake Arise

Alterman and Samburski's Homeland Song is full of joy, 
energy and love for their homeland, whereas Geffen's 
song expresses weariness and inertia and the need to 
receive love from his homeland, rather than strength 
that can give it love. (It is advisable to watch the links 
to the songs, which are highly indicative of the periods 
they were written in).

66 years separate the writing of Homeland Song and 
Awake Arise, both of which deal with the Land of Israel 
and convey feelings and moods of the people singing 
them, which have undergone considerable change. 

?

AWAKE ARISE  

The terror, the hostility
the sounds of war
and brotherly hate
that gets stronger each day.

Old age is embarrassing
they die here from shame
they whisper in their voices
and you are silent.

Chorus:
Awake arise
awake arise
beloved homeland,
because we’re very tired
we need to rest.
Awake arise 
awake arise
beloved homeland, 
we live only once,
give us a bit of love.

Violence, humiliation
racist views about immigrants.
Another kid who's scared to 
come home.
The terror, the hostility
the songs of war
and brotherly hate 
that gets stronger each day.

Chorus…

And give me the strength
to love you
to rejoice in a small corner
it's so hard sometimes to 
forgive you.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TvmoNNIWjU0

Water Desalination
Since the establishment of the State of Israel, its shortage of water has been of constant concern to its leaders. The first Prime Minister, David 
Ben-Gurion, declared that "the need for water sources is not only vital, but also fateful to Israel." That explains why Israel has always been 
looking for solutions to its water shortage. The latest impressive development is seawater desalination.
As of 2017, Israel has five seawater desalination facilities – all of which are located on the Mediterranean coast in the western part of the county. 
At those facilities, the salts and minerals are filtered from the water, turning it into high quality potable water that is channeled to the national 
water system and from there to the faucets in Israeli homes – making Israel a global leader in this field. Over 500 million cubes of water are 
produced annually, which account for around 80% of total household water consumption in the country.
Israel has not only solved its own water shortage, but has also become a model for how to address the problem in a world where the water crisis 
is becoming increasingly acute every year – explaining why Israel's water technologies generate so much interest.
Israel – From a Desert Nation to a Water Superpower – animation (5 minutes) - hatzadhasheni.com/puede-una-nacion-del-desierto-resolver-la-escases-de-agua-del-mundo/

The Daily Spotlight / An Israeli Achievement

•  Can you try and explain the huge 
difference in the mood the two songs 
convey?

•  Does the striking difference between the 
two songs tell us something about the 
attitude toward Zionism?

•  Is that difference something which is 
particular to Israel or is it part of a global 
trend? Can you provide any examples?
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Photograph: Zoltan Kluger, Government Press Office

THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE

AND DECLARATION OF THE STATE

The State of Israel was declared on Friday, 5 Iyar 5708, May 14, 1948. 
The ceremony was held at Dizengoff House on Rothschild Boulevard 
in Tel Aviv, attended by members of the People's Council and other 
leaders of the pre-State Jewish community.
There on the podium, David Ben-Gurion, who was chairman of 
the People's Council, read the Proclamation of Independence and 
declared the establishment of the State of Israel. Following the 
declaration, members of the Council signed the parchment scroll.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlOGvqSSekc

The Proclamation of Independence, which is the constitutional document of 
the State of Israel, defines the nature of the State, including the establishment 
of a Jewish state that will gather together Jews from the different diasporas 
and treat all its citizens equally, regardless of religion, race or gender. The 
proclamation consists of four sections:

A.  A historical review of the right of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel
B.  A description of the events that preceded the declaration of the State
C.  The principles underlying the new State
D.  An appeal to the nations of the world, the Arab countries and the Arab 

inhabitants of the State

"The State of Israel will be open for Jewish 
immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; It will 
foster the development of the country for the benefit of all 
its inhabitants;
It will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged 
by the prophets of Israel;
It will ensure complete equality of social and political rights 
to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex;
It will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, 
education and culture;
It will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions."

A suggested activity dealing with the 
Proclamation of Independence:
•  Cut a copy of the proclamation into sections and ask the 

participants to arrange them in the 'proper' order.
•  Then read the proclamation together so the participants 

can become familiar with it, analyze the text and 
understand its format.

•  Compare the Israeli Proclamation of Independence with 
the formative document of the participants' own country 
(constitution, etc.), and learn from that comparison about 
the ethical traits of each country.

We'll focus on the section of  the 
proclamation that deals with the
principles/values of  the new State:

ACT.IL
In 2012, surrounding a military operation in Gaza, some students from the Interdisciplinary Center 
Herzliya (IDC) formed a spontaneous group in order to combat the disinformation and anti-Israel 
propaganda on social media. Their activities rapidly grew into a powerful initiative that drew hundreds 
of students in dozens of languages. Subsequently, in light of its success, this spontaneous idea initiated by 
IDC and its students turned into a formal, organized effort and is now run by IDC in cooperation with 
the Israeli American Council (IAC). The students prepare informational materials, videos and data that 
are used by dozens of organizations working in the field. ACT.IL enables everyone to actively promote the 
Israeli cause, in a simple manner and at any given moment – thereby facilitating those efforts worldwide.

What is ACT.IL - in 3:30 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vka8HiAa6SY

And we'll ask:
•  How were those principles determined? 
 Based on what were they chosen?
•  Which elements has the State of Israel 

managed to implement? Which ones not? Why?
•  In practice, does the proclamation serve as a 

binding document?
•  Despite many attempts, why does the State 

of Israel still not have a constitution?
•  If you were to write the Proclamation of 

Independence, what would you change/keep 
/add/remove?

David Ben-Gurion, the chairman of the People's Council, signing the Proclamation 
of Independence: 5 Iyar 5708, May 14, 1948 (Central Zionist Archives)
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YOUNG ISRAELI WOMEN
DOING ZIONISM

Lucy Aharish / Born 1981

A Muslim journalist and media 
personality. She lit one of the torches at 
the torch-lighting ceremony on Israel's 
67th Independence Day. The panel of 
judges wrote that "Aharish was chosen 
because she represents and promotes 
social pluralism and views that call for 
coexistence in our country…" On the 
one hand, Aharish speaks with pride 

about her Arab roots and, on the other, about her love for 
and belonging to the State of Israel. Reflecting the blend that 
she herself stands for, Aharish works to bring Jewish and 
Arab citizens of Israel closer together. Thanks to her colorful, 
spirited, opinionated, charismatic and activist personality, 
she has managed to position herself as a young Israeli 
woman who is prepared to courageously fight for her values 
and for her aspiration to make Israeli society more tolerant, 
enlightened and pluralistic.
Lucy Aharish in a TV interview, in which she strongly condemns the "Intifada of 
the Individuals" adopted by Palestinians and Israeli Arabs in 2016 (2:30 minutes)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=R79Lv5tpBOA
Lucy Aharish profile (6 minutes) - www.youtube.com/watch?v=R79Lv5tpBOA

Adi Keissar / Born 1980

 An Israeli Mizrahi poet who has 
developed a unique and defiant lyrical 
voice that underscores female and 
Mizrahi oppression and emancipation. 
Keissar founded the "Ars Poetica" 
evenings, which have become one of 
the most important cultural and social 
phenomena in Israel in recent years. At 

those evenings, young Mizrahi poets read their poems and 
the audience is fully involved and outspoken.
As a female Mizrahi writer, Keissar underscores issues 
dealing with Mizrahi discrimination and the groups that 
dominate Israeli culture. She does so from a blunt and 
charismatic position and in a clear and lucid voice that does 
not hesitate to take on "sacred cows" in Israeli culture. 
Adi Keissar reading one of her poems (1 minute) 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRajmkL-cHU

Sigalit Banai (a member of the Ars Poetica team) reading one of her poems (2 minutes) 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqXs2SVd3D0

Sivan Ya'ari / Born 1979 
A young Israeli entrepreneur who has 
brought water and electricity to remote 
villages on the African continent. Ya'ari 
first went to Africa at the age of 20. 
During that visit, she witnessed the 
huge shortages and hardships faced by 
the local population. She viewed the 
situation as an opportunity to offer 

them sustainable solutions that would make water and 
electricity available to them, while at the same time utilizing 
Israeli technologies and improving Israel's image. Thanks to 
her tireless work in the last or so 20 years, over one million 
Africans who live in remote villages now have electricity and 
clean water, which have totally transformed the conditions 
they live in and their options for development and achieving 
progress. Ya'ari received the Innovation Award from the 
United Nations and was recognized as one of the "40 Under 
40 Most Promising Israelis by Forbes Israel."
For more about her work in Africa (10 minutes)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pFa9DY36_A

Dr. Kira Radinsky / Born 1986

A scientist from the Computer Science 
Department at the Technion, who was 
named one of the top "35 Innovators 
Under 35" by the MIT Technology 
Review. Dr. Radinsky developed data 
mining algorithms that can predict 
future events by analyzing centuries-
old texts from sources like the New 

York Times and various encyclopedias, which are constantly 
updated. Her software identifies historical patterns and 
recurring events such as natural disasters, epidemics and 
serious waves of violence. According to Radinsky, she has 
adhered to her scientific research for years just so she can 
fulfill her original dream that dates back to the age of 15 
when she started her studies at the Technion – to make the 
world a better place!
Kira Radinsky talking about herself and the venture she developed (4:30 minutes)  - 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-Rn7JFhXpw

IDF women soldiers
who volunteer for combat service
in the Caracal Battalion

Caracal is the first battalion in the Israeli army that 
fully integrates men and women soldiers in combat 
positions and it was founded for that purpose in 
2000. Most of its operations are carried out in 
the south and include ambushes, reconnaissance, 
surveillance, guarding communities, and operations 
to thwart infiltrations of terrorists. Hen Rinat, one of 
the first women soldiers to serve in the trial Caracal 
unit, said the following: "I decided that if I have the 
ability to be a fighter, defend my country and serve 
in a mixed-gender battalion, then why shouldn't I do 
it?...We realized that this was the first battalion, that 
it was something big and something pioneering. We 
were proud of that and discussed whether we would 
be able to follow it through."
For more about the Caracal Battalion and the women combat soldiers 
(2:30 minutes) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeVo0J-zkhM

For more about the Caracal Battalion and the women combat soldiers 
(3:30 minutes) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4RR_UB2HP4

•  Which of these women, through their work, represents Zionist values? What did you base your decision on?
•  Based on the examples provided above, can you identify something special/different about social/Zionist activities 

done by women?
•  Can you find some common denominators between the women described above?
•  What can you learn about contemporary Israeli society from the stories about these women? 
•  Which of the women inspired you? In your personal life, can you also say that you're making Zionism? In what way?
•  As you see it, do women have a different role to play in Zionism than men? What is it?

Gal Gadot, An Israeli actress and Star of the Hit Film "Wonder Woman"
Gal Gadot (1985-) is an Israeli actress and model of worldwide acclaim. She also won the Miss Israel beauty 
pageant in 2004. Gadot's international fame started with her portrayal of Gisele Yashar in the American film 
series, Fast and Furious. She is now starring as the superhero in Wonder Woman, which is part of the DC 
Comics Extended Universe series. Gadot was also cast in leading roles in Batman v. Superman and Dawn of 
Justice, as well as two Justice League films that are scheduled to be released in 2017 and 2019. Gal Gadot is an 
Israeli culture hero because she is one of the few Israelis who has ever managed to become a Hollywood 
superstar and achieve global recognition. 
Gal Gadot in a trailer about Wonder Woman (2:45 minutes) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tgk_63b-Mrw 
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THE FLESHPOT / THE LAND OF MILK AND HONEY
ON ZIONISM IN THE DIASPORA - USA

Is America the Promised Land for Jews?
Jacob Neusner

"It’s time to say that America is a better place to be a Jew than Jerusalem. If ever 
there was a Promised Land, we Jewish Americans are living in it. Here Jews have 
flourished, not alone in politics and the economy, but in matters of art, culture and 
learning. Jews feel safe and secure here in ways that they do not and cannot in the 
State of Israel. And they have found an authentically Jewish voice - their own voice 
- for their vision of themselves…

Some Israelis tell American Jews that America, like the fleshpots of Egypt, is no 
place for a Jew - we're all going to die… I, for one, haven't yet felt the nudge of the 
iceberg, and I don't think I'm singing on the deck of the Titanic. I think the Jews 
have built a Jewish life in America that can last, and that even now is giving plenty 
of proof of stability -- and human value. The truth is that Jews can make it in 
freedom. America, the freest and most open society Jews have ever known, is not 
only good for the Jews but better, for the Jews, than the State of Israel -- and not 
because we prefer the fleshpots…

…Are we assimilating? I think not. We're changing. But change is not assimilation, 
it's change. We're different from our grandparents. Our children will be different 
from us. But the emblems are multiplying of a highly cohesive Jewish community, 
with traits that mark us as distinctive. When the sociologists told us we were 
on our way out, the Israelis argued that if we wanted a Jewish future, we had 
to emigrate. But it turns out that the disappearing American Jew is going 
to be around for a while because the sociologists got their numbers wrong. 
Intermarriage, so it seems at the moment, is a demographic plus not a minus. 
The reason, surveys show, is that the non-Jewish partner often either converts or 
identifies with the Jewish community and at least half of the children do...

So let's turn the matter around and ask whether Zionism has kept its promises for 
the Jews. Where - really - is it better to be a Jew? Zionism promised that the Jewish 
state would be a spiritual center for the Jewish people. But today, in all the Jewish 
world, who - as a matter of Jewish sentiment or expression - reads an Israeli book, 
or looks at an Israeli painting, or goes to an Israeli play, or listens to Israeli music? 
Apart from some fine fiction, Israeli art and creative life have made only a slight 
impact on American Jews. They do not look to Tel Aviv for stimulation or for 
imagination. And throughout the Jewish world, people do look to America… 

…Freedom is nice, too. And this really has become a free country for us Jews… 
For American Jews - now Jewish Americans - the American dream has come true. 
I wonder how many Israelis think the Zionist one has come true, too."

Rabbi Jacob Neusner / 1932-2016 
An American Jewish researcher who was named one 
of the most prolific authors in history, having written 
approximately 1,000 books. Neusner was born in 
Connecticut, taught at several universities in the United 
States, was a member of the Institute for Advanced Study at 
Princeton University, and received numerous awards and 
honorary degrees.
Neusner claimed that traditional Jewish texts should be 
studied and read as humanistic and academic literature. He 
went from researching the linguistics of the text
to studying its content. Neusner dealt with religion in its 
social context, as something that a group of people do 
together and not as a set of beliefs and ideas.

Jerusalem Double 
In 2016, some young Jerusalemites, both Jews and Arabs, launched a project which they call Jerusalem Double: backgammon 
tournaments between Jews from West Jerusalem and Arabs from East Jerusalem. Backgammon is the oldest Mediterranean game in the 
world. It is deeply ingrained in both Jewish and Arab cultures. Furthermore, because backgammon is played by two people sitting across from 
one another, they can have a good time and forget the backdrop as well as personal and political issues. For 18 months now, the project has 
been going back and forth between the eastern and western parts of the city in order to bring Arabs and Jews together around this ancient 
board game and a cup of Turkish coffee. The project has gained momentum and many people look forward to it and to the friendships it 
creates. "What's special about a backgammon game between Jews and Arabs is the understanding that a human being is sitting across from 
you. Because of the many stereotypes in the media, when you're sitting across from an East Jerusalemite you're sure that you know something 
about him. Slowly, but surely, as the game progresses, a conversation starts, there's a smile and you discover something totally different. That 
discovery is what enables us to lead a normal life in this city." That is how Hiday Goldsmith, one of the project's founders, described it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6RcjCP09aY – a 2:30 minute silent video of one of the tournaments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PztnVPikm8 – Zaki Djemal, one of the project's founders, delivering a TED talk about its rationale, 12 minutes

•  "It’s time to say that America is a better place to be 
a Jew than Jerusalem. If ever there was a Promised 
Land, we Jewish Americans are living in it… 
America…is not only good for the Jews but better, 
for the Jews, than the State of Israel."

 What's your opinion? Are these statements provocative
 or not at all?
•  "Zionism promised that the Jewish state would be a 

spiritual center for the Jewish people… Israeli art and 
creative life have made only a slight impact on American 
Jews… throughout the Jewish world, people do look to 
America…"

 What does the above statement say about the relationship 
between the State of Israel and American Jewry? And 
didn't the idea of a Jewish spiritual center in Israel lose its 
validity quite some time ago?

•  Neusner asks "whether Zionism has kept its promises for 
the Jews…Where is it really better to be a Jew?" 

 What are your answers?
 Overall, has Zionism been fulfilled in Israel? Or has it 

actually been fulfilled in America?
•  "For American Jews - now Jewish Americans - the 

American dream has come true."
 What comes first in your identity: your Judaism or your 

belonging to the nationality of the country you are a 
citizen of? (e.g. American, Argentinean, French, German, etc.)

•  In his article, Neusner talks only about being Jewish in 
the United States and in the State of Israel. What about 
Jews in other parts of the world? Where do they stand? 
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CREATING ZIONIST LEADERSHIP

Group discussion
Each participant should choose a Zionist leader they admire.
Those who wish to can share the reasons for their choice with the rest
of the group. After that, the members of the group should try and 
define the traits of the various leaders and what they have in common.
•  Do significant differences exist between leaders, in general, and 
Jewish/Zionist leaders, in particular? 

Arts & crafts workshop dealing with Zionist leaders
During the workshop, we'll create portraits of Zionist leaders using 
everyday household materials.
We got the idea for creating these kinds of portraits from a Beit Ha'am 
Anthology booklet (a unique program developed by the Department 
for Diaspora Activities that fosters a dialog about Zionist issues) called 
This Object is Me, inspired by the world-renowned artist, Hanoch 
Piven. 

The activity:
To hold the activity, it will be necessary to prepare and bring to the 
meeting place materials/discarded household items such as batteries, 
buttons, threads, plastic containers, scraps of paper, paper rolls, toys, 
bottles, bottle caps, crayons, and more – just let your imagination run 
wild. Make sure you have scissors, glue (preferably hot) and a work 
surface (like construction paper), on which the portraits will be made.
Each participant will be asked to choose a Zionist leader (real or "ideal") 
and create his/her portrait using the materials we brought from home. 
* Before starting, we recommend that the participants read and learn about the leader 
they chose (which can be done in small groups). After the portraits are completed, a 
discussion should be held about the portraits, the leaders and the significance of the 
choice of materials that were used.

For example:
•  Why did Piven choose the materials he used to depict Ben-Gurion? 
What do they symbolize?
Piven designed Ben-Gurion's face using a sponge reminiscent of the 
Negev earth. To design his eyebrows and hair, Piven used branches 
reminiscent of the Negev. The nose is made out of a boxing glove that 
symbolizes Ben-Gurion's struggles. Ben-Gurion is holding a copy of 
the Haaretz newspaper in his hand, whose headline announces the 
establishment of the State of Israel. In the window, there is a picture  
of the crowds dancing after the State's declaration.
•  If you were to design Ben-Gurion, which materials would you 

choose?
•  Which objects were you missing when you designed the leader
 you chose? Why? What do they symbolize?

Hanoch Piven / Born 1963
An Israeli artist and illustrator, was born in 
Uruguay and moved to Israel with his family at 
the age of 11. Piven has achieved acclaim as a 
distinctive artist who designs portraits of leaders 
and 'celebrities' from Israel and around the world 
(examples of his portraits can be seen here). He 
makes his figures out of a variety of materials and 
objects that we're all familiar with in our daily 
lives. The 'caricature' he creates assigns meaning 
to its components, which together comprise the 
message that Piven wants to convey about the 
particular public figure. Piven's works are known 
worldwide, and in 1994 he was awarded the New 
York Society of Illustrators Gold Medal, which is 
the most prestigious award in the U.S. illustration 
industry. In recent years, Piven has been 
conducting arts & crafts workshops in which the 
participants experiment with a creative experience 
that enables them to express feelings and ideas.

David Ben-Gurion / 1886-1973
One of the most 
prominent Zionist 
leaders in the modern 
period and the first 
Prime Minister of the 
State of Israel. He was 
born in Poland and 
came to the country at 
the age of 20. He was 
one of the founders of 
the "Achdut Avoda" 
party, a founder of 

the Histadrut Labor Union, and the chairman of the 
Jewish Agency. On May 14, 1948, it was Ben-Gurion 
who declared the establishment of the State of Israel. 
He was subsequently appointed Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense in Israel's first government. He 
led the country during the waves of mass immigration 
and large-scale settlement activity and signed the 
reparations agreement with Germany. As Minister of 
Defense, he spearheaded the establishment of the IDF 
and other security forces. Ben-Gurion was actively 
engaged in promoting settlement in the Negev, lived 
there in his later years, and was also buried there.

בית העם
 המחלקה לפעילות בתפוצותשיג ושיח ציוני

Department for Diaspora Activities

World  Zionist Organization
ההסתדרות הציונית העולמית
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Shimon Peres / 1923-2016

was born in Vishniev, Poland and came to Israel at the 
age of 11.
Peres was an Israeli politician and public figure. He 
served as the ninth President of the State of Israel 
between 2007 and 2014. He was Prime Minister 
between 1984 and 1986, and again for another seven 
months following the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin in 
November 1995. He was a member of the Israeli Knesset 
for nearly five decades, and during some of that time also 
served as a senior cabinet minister.
The earlier years of his public life were devoted for the 
most part to building Israel's defense infrastructure. 
He was appointed Director General of the Ministry of 
Defense at the age of 29, and was among the founders 
of the Nuclear Research Center in Dimona and Israel 
Aerospace Industries.
During his term as Foreign Minister in Yitzhak Rabin's 
second government (1992-1995), Peres was instrumental 
in initiating peace talks between Israel and the PLO, 
which led to agreements and the signing of the Oslo 
Accords. In recognition of that peace process, Shimon 
Peres, Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat were awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1994.
Shimon Peres was sworn in as President of the State of 
Israel in July 2007.  (To date, he is the only Israeli who 
ever served both as President and Prime Minister). In his 
inaugural address, Peres said the following:
"I did not dream of becoming President. My dream as a 
boy was to be a shepherd or a poet of stars. Having been 
elected, it is a great honor for me and I do not disparage 
it…"
After leaving office as President, he reassumed his 
position as head of the Peres Center for Peace.
Peres died at the Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan on 
September 28, 2016.
His funeral was held on Friday, September 30, 2016, 
at the Resting Place of the Great Leaders of the Nation 
on Mount Herzl. Over 70 leaders and dignitaries 
from across the globe attended the funeral, including 
presidents, prime ministers, counts and kings, who came 
to pay their last respects.
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Dana International  / Born 1973
An accomplished Israeli singer. She 
was the first transgender to represent 
Israel at the Eurovision Song Contest 
and even won with her song "Diva." To 
a great extent, Dana is responsible for 
putting the transgender issue on Israel's 
public agenda and paved the way for 
transgenders who came after her. She is 
also known for the courage and bravery 
she displayed when standing at the helm 

of a public campaign that called for recognizing and accepting 
others. For many people, she is considered a leader in all that 
concerns sex changes.

On November 10, 1975, the General Assembly of the United Nations passed a resolution stating that 
"Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination."
Resolution 3379, which is better known as "Zionism = Racism," created a huge storm across the globe. After it was passed, Chaim Herzog, the 
then Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations and later the President of the State of Israel, went up on the Assembly's podium and delivered 
one of the most important speeches in the history of the war on anti-Semitism. "For us, the Jewish people, this is no more than a piece of paper – 
and we shall treat it as such" – he declared as he dramatically tore the resolution into shreds. Herzog would later explain that the inspiration for 
doing so came from his father, Rabbi Yitzhak Herzog, who in 1939 tore up the MacDonald White Paper (a policy document issued by the British 
government that restricted land purchases by Jews and the number of Jews allowed to immigrate to Mandatory Palestine).
It would take the UN 16 years to repeal the resolution, but the damage had already been done. On December 16, 1991, against the backdrop of 
the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union, Israeli-American collaboration during the term of George H. W. Bush led to that 
unprecedented step. The General Assembly adopted Resolution 46/86, which revoked its earlier decision in Resolution 3379 that had equated 
Zionism with racism.
A short (less than 1 minute) video of Chaim Herzog making his speech at the UN. - https://youtu.be/wqCAg2tkUyw 
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  And more:
•  In addition to the workshop, you can also listen to the song 

Herzl and All the Distinguished Gentlemen - lyrics by Yoram 
Taherlev and music by Yair Rosenblum. Read the lyrics, which 
includes the names of various Zionist leaders from the past.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECeyD657L-w

•  Amit Shimoni, a graduate of the Department of Visual 
Communication at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, 
created a series of illustrations of Zionist leaders in the 
hipster style. For the illustrations and more about the artist: 
www.pitria.com/israeli-hipsters-leaders

Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl
The Visionary of  the Jewish State  / 1860-1904 

A jurist, journalist and author. Born in 
Budapest, Hungary, he is considered the 
father of political Zionism which used 
diplomatic used to receive authorization 
to settle in the Land of Israel. When 
working as a journalist, Herzl covered 
the Dreyfus trial, after which he reached 
the conclusion that a solution must 
be found to the Jewish problem in the 

Diaspora. He believed that the Jews had to leave their countries 
of residence and be concentrated in a country of their own where 
they could maintain independent sovereignty. Herzl devoted his life 
to establishing a Jewish state for the Jewish people in the Land of 
Israel. He founded the Zionist Congress in 1897 and transformed 
the Zionist movement into a worldwide movement. In his book, 
Altneuland, Herzl presented his vision for the Jewish state. The main 
theme of the book was "if you will it, it is no dream" and that became 
the slogan of the Zionist movement. Herzl died in Vienna in 1904 
and, as stipulated in his will, his bones were later brought to the 
Land of Israel. He is buried on Mount Herzl, which bears his name 
and is the national cemetery of the State of Israel.

Golda Meir  / 1898-1978
Israel's fourth Prime Minister and the 
only woman to serve in that position 
in the history of the country. She was 
also one of the first three women 
prime ministers in the world. Golda 
was born in Ukraine and as a child 
emigrated with her family to the 
United States, where she grew up and 
was educated. When in her 20s, she 
came to Israel, where she became a 

leading political activist and was one of the people who signed 
Israel's Proclamation of Independence. Golda was a member of 
the Knesset from the First Knesset to the Eighth Knesset, also 
serving as Minister of Labor and Foreign Minister. The Yom 
Kippur War was her most difficult hour because the government 
she headed was not sufficiently prepared for the attack on Israel. 
Due to the unrest that followed the war and its outcomes, Golda 
resigned as Prime Minister in June 1974.
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"WHO IS A ZIONIST?"

have grappled and still grapple with. Furthermore, the 
word Zionism is not meant to replace the words patriotism, 
pioneering, humaneness or love of one's homeland, which are 
found in other languages as well. Hebrew is rich enough to 
assign the appropriate word to every position or action. For 
example, an Israel Defense Forces officer who serves in the 
standing army for many years after his compulsory service is 
no greater a Zionist than the kiosk owner who is eking out a 
living, although we probably consider him a greater patriot. 
A person who volunteers at organizations that help needy 
children is no more a Zionist than a stockbroker, although he 
may have a greater and deeper sense of benevolence.
To be a Zionist is not a badge of honor or a medal that 
someone wears on his chest. Medals are associated with actions 
and not with the endorsement of the Law of Return."

Who is a Zionist?  /  A. B. Yehoshua  
Published in the Haaretz newspaper, May 2013

"Zionism is a concept that's basically simple, clear, easy to define 
and understand, and there should be no difficulty defending its 
definition. But over the past 20 to 30 years, this simple concept 
has turned into one of the most confused and complicated 
notions of identity and its excessive use has made it impossible 
to agree on what it means. The right likes to add it as a kind of 
whipped cream to improve the taste of dubious dishes, whereas 
the left treats it with anxiety as if it were a landmine that could 
explode in their hands, and for that reason always feel the need 
to defuse it with all sorts of toppings, such as 'sane Zionism' or 
'human Zionism.' In the dispute between the 'national camp' 
and the 'peace camp,' Zionism is used as an attack weapon that 
is batted from side to side.
Overseas, among critics of Israel, the term Zionism is a kind 
of toxic potion which is used to inflame every accusation 
made against Israel. Many critics believe that the solution to 
Israel's future lies in the de-Zionization of its identity. In the 
eyes of Israel's sworn enemies, 'Zionist' is a demonic epithet, a 
derogatory word that replaces the words 'Israeli' or 'Jew.' Members 
of the Hamas talk about the captured Zionist soldier, and 
Hezbollah and Iran refer to Israel as the "Criminal Zionist Entity".

•  According to Yehoshua, different meanings have been 
attached to term Zionism in recent decades and use is 
made of it for various purposes, primarily political. What 
can explain that phenomenon? How do you use the term 
'Zionism?' In which contexts? For what purposes?

"A Zionist is someone who wanted or supported the 
establishment of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel. What kind 
of state? Every Zionist had his own vision and his own plan. 
Zionism is not an ideology!...Since the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948, the definition of 'Zionist' has undergone 
revision because we don't need to establish another state. Its 
definition, therefore, is as follows: A Zionist is someone who 
accepts the principle that the State of Israel does not belong 
solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people. The binding 
and practical manifestation of that is the Law of Return…
Consequently, all the big ideological, political, security and 
social questions that we squabble and fight over day and night 
have nothing to do with Zionism. They are similar to the 
questions that many other peoples, in the past and present, 
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?•  Yehoshua's perception of Zionism strips it of all the other 
meanings we tend to give it, apart from the base which says 
that the entire Jewish people has a right to a Jewish state. Do 
you agree with that perception? In what way/s is it similar 
or different than how you have perceived the concept of 
Zionism until now?

•  According to Yehoshua, to be considered a Zionist, a person 
need not do anything except recognize the principle that the 
State of Israel does not belong solely to its citizens, but to the 
entire Jewish people. Do you agree with that? How can you 
explain that the concept of Zionism does not contain any 
obligations that the individual or the collective entity have to 
fulfill?

•  Do you agree with Yehoshua's statement that there is no such 
thing as being more Zionist or less Zionist, but rather there 
are only Zionists or non-Zionists? Why?

•  Based on what Yehoshua wrote, one can infer that even a 
non-Jew can be a Zionist if he accepts the principle that the 
State of Israel belongs to the entire Jewish people! Really?

•  Does it make sense that Theodor Herzl, and some Israeli 
who has gone against the values of the State, and a Jew living 
abroad who has no Zionist affiliation whatsoever can all fall 
under the same definition of being a Zionist – just because 
all three of them recognize that the State of Israel belongs to   
the entire Jewish people? Don’t actions count for anything?

Moshe Milner, Government Press Office
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Ben-Gurion on Zionism
Excerpts from "Vision and Path" – Volumes 4 and 5

"My whole life I believed […] in Zionism that starts with a life of 
fulfillment in Israel; they now call it pioneering Zionism. When I 
was young, they did not use that name. My friends and I who came 
to the country to 'work it and protect it' (Genesis 2:15) viewed 
that as their sole Zionist obligation…Zionism was nothing more 
than a new name for the Return to Zion. There were two types of 
Zionists, different from one another in their spiritual nature, in 
their Jewish affiliation, and in the sources their Zionism drew from. 
One type – who Herzl himself was its ultimate embodiment – was 
the assimilated Jew in Western Europe. Jews of that type became 
Zionists only because of the harm – the crushing yoke of anti-
Semitism, after realizing they were not welcome in their respective 
countries despite their willingness to compromise and even forgo 
their Jewish identity. For Eastern European Jews, on the other hand 
– who comprised the vast majority of the Zionist movement – the 
idea of redemption beat in their hearts throughout the generations, 
and for that reason the modern Zionist idea was nothing more than 
the actualization of an old hope and aspiration. Contrary to the 
Western European Jews, whose Zionism preceded their Judaism, 
the Eastern European Jews reached their Zionism through their 
Judaism. My Zionism is just a part and expression of my Judaism, 
and not the other way around. I am a Zionist only because I am a 
Jew. Many people who are originally from Russia – and I am one 
of those many – were born Zionists because that were born Jews. 
Our Zionism is as old as the Jewish people and is embodied and 
embedded in our Judaism […] It starts with our forefather Abraham 
– when he was first told 'go from your land' (Genesis 12:1). And 
because I believe that my Judaism is my Zionism, my loyalty to the 
Jewish people and faith in the Jewish people come before Zionism, 
which is contingent on them. Therefore, Judaism without Zionism 
may be possible, but Zionism without Judaism is not.

Zionism has one and only one meaning: it is not a ringing 
declaration devoid of a life obligation or any burden of fulfillment 
or any call for action. Rather, Zionism means unending fulfillment. 
Zionism ties the idea to action and the worldview to everyday life; 
Zionism is demanding and uncompromising and is dedicated to 
'the fate of the Zionist enterprise' and the 'actual work' that is done 
constitutes its 'sustenance.' It is the 'working right' of the Jew who 
has returned to his land to work it and protect it.

The vision of redemption is what established the State of Israel, 
but the State of Israel has not yet established the vision of the 
redemption. The State is nothing more than the start of redemption 
and the value of that start depends on two conditions: it being 
sustained over time and having continuity, and it remaining faithful 
to its historical mission – to be a 'model state' and serve as a 'magnet 
that attracts Jewish strengths' even from the welfare states. And once 
again a great historical rule applies: the means which is most loyal to 
the end – is achieving the end itself."
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•  "Judaism without Zionism may be possible, but 
Zionism without Judaism is not." How do you 
feel about that?

•  Why can't non-Jews be ardent Zionists?

•  "Zionism has one and only one meaning…
unending fulfillment, Zionism ties the idea to 
action." This definition made by Ben-Gurion 
totally contradicts the one offered by A.B. 
Yehoshua: "a Zionist is someone who accepts the 
principle that the State of Israel does not belong 
solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish 
people" and that is where his definition ends. 
Which of the two views speaks to you more?

•  Yehoshua and Ben-Gurion also disagree about 
whether a non-Jew can be a Zionist or not. 
Which of them do you agree with more?

David Ben-Gurion / 1886-1973
One of the most prominent Zionist leaders in the 
modern period and was the first Prime Minister of 
the State of Israel. He was born in Poland and came 
to the country at the age of 20. He was one of the 
founders of the "Achdut Avoda" party, a founder of 
the Histadrut Labor Union, and the chairman of 
the Jewish Agency. On May 14, 1948, it was Ben-
Gurion who declared the establishment of the State 
of Israel. He was subsequently appointed Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense in Israel's first 
government. He led the country during the waves of 
mass immigration and large-scale settlement activity 
and signed the reparations agreement with Germany. 
As Minister of Defense, he spearheaded the 
establishment of the IDF and other security forces. 
Ben-Gurion was actively engaged in promoting 
settlement in the Negev, lived there in his later years, 
and was also buried there.

A.B. Yehoshua / Born 1936
An Israeli author, essayist and playwright, a recipient 
of the Israel Prize for Literature And Poetry, and a 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Haifa. Apart 
from the prose he writes, Yehoshua is also known 
for the numerous articles he has written on issues 
pertaining to Israeli society, Zionism and current 
affairs.
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Mobileye is an Israeli hi-tech company that develops, manufactures and sells Advanced Driver Assist Systems (ADAS) which are based on 
image processing technologies. The system, which consists of only one camera, provides real-time alerts about various potential collisions, 
including alerts if the vehicle has veered off its lane. It also facilitates better control over the high beams. Acting as the driver's 'third eye' – 
these functions make it possible to prevent road accidents and provide a foundation for developing autonomous vehicles. Mobileye is a leader 
and pioneer in its field and has entered into a variety of collaborations with the global automobile industry. The company's headquarters and 
development center are located in Jerusalem, with sales offices around the world – Jerusalem, Amsterdam, Los Angeles and Detroit, Nicosia 
and Tokyo. In March 2017, Mobileye was sold to Intel for $15.3 billion, which is the largest hi-tech exit in Israel's history. 
Mobileye's developers describe the system. 3:30 minutes - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh2E2yvny1o 

The Daily Spotlight / An Israeli Achievement
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"HATIKVA"
Listen to a number of renditions of Hatikva, Israel's 
national anthem, and get a sense of the different styles 
and diverse ways the song can be sung. Review the 
words, delve into the meanings of the anthem, and 
analyze its choice of words.

Hatikva performed by Barbra Streisand at the party held for Israel's 
late President, Shimon Peres, on his 90th birthday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lk4uZdAqjJY

Hatikva sung by Shiri Maimon at the 2008 World Cup qualifying game
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbHMf4e6ehU

Hatikva performed by Kobi Oz and Sarit Haddad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eqn9onTjxc

Hatikva performed by Amir Benayoun after Netanyahu won the 
elections to the 20th Knesset
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8xQOMFaLf8

About the anthem

Hatikva was initially the anthem of the Zionist 
movement and later became the national anthem of 
the State of Israel. Its lyrics were written by the poet, 
Naftali Herz Imber, in Romania in 1878. It originally 
had nine stanzas, but it was later shortened and its 
last lines were replaced with the ones we are familiar 
with today. The song was popular in the colonies 
founded by immigrants from the First Aliyah (wave 
of immigration) in the Land of Israel and following 
the Sixth Zionist Congress in 1903, it was sung at the 
conclusion of every subsequent Zionist Congress. After 
the State of Israel was established, it became the national 
anthem and is sung at all official public and military 
events. Since 2004, it is the national anthem by law.

•  Hatikva had, and still has, quite a few opponents. 
Can you guess who they are? 

 (Arab Israelis – take issue with the words "a Jewish 
soul"; women's organizations - take issue with the use 
of "Jew" only in the masculine form; Mizrahi Jews – 
take issue with the words "toward the East" because 
in their countries of origin they did not face east 
toward Jerusalem, and they also have reservations 
about the Ashkenazic pronunciation and music; 
ultra-Orthodox Jews – take issue with the fact that 
the anthem contains no religious element; and the 
national camp – claims that we already are a free 
people in our land.)

•  What is your opinion? Should the anthem be revised? 
Is that the right thing to do? If it is, what would you 
change?

•  Who does the anthem belong to? The State of Israel? 
The Jewish people? The Zionist movement?

•  Are you familiar with other national anthems? Can 
you compare Hatikva with the anthem in your own 
country? In other countries? What do many anthems 
share? What is special about Hatikva?

14 בנובמבר 2017

ֹּכל עֹוד ַּבֵּלָבב ְּפִניָמה
ֶנֶפׁש ְיהּוִדי הֹוִמָּיה,

ּוְלַפֲאֵתי ִמְזָרח, ָקִדיָמה,
ַעִין ְלִצּיֹון צֹוִפָּיה, 

עֹוד ֹלא ָאְבָדה ִּתְקָוֵתנּו,
ַהִּתְקָוה ַּבת ְׁשנֹות ַאְלַּפִים,
ִלְהיֹות ַעם ָחְפִׁשי ְּבַאְרֵצנּו,

ֶאֶרץ ִצּיֹון ִוירּוָׁשַלִים.

?

Static and Ben-El Tavori
Static & Ben-El Tavori are an Israeli duo comprised of the singers Liraz Russo and Ben El Tavori, who work with the musical producer 
Yarden Peleg, whose stage name is Jordi. A short time after they started performing and making music together, the duo became an Israeli 
phenomenon the likes of which the Israeli music scene had not seen for years. Each of their singles was made into a video clip and got 
millions of views on YouTube. Their clips have set an all-time record for Israeli songs that are viewed on YouTube.
In 2017, the three won the Akum Prize in the Inbal Perlmuter Annual Achievement category. The judges explained their decision as follows: 
"Every year brings with it new creators and singers. But it is rare to find a creator or creators who reshuffle the entire deck. That's exactly what 
Static & Ben-El and their musical producer, Jordi, have done. With their series of hits, each better than its predecessor, they shook the dust off 
Israeli pop music, while offering a new sound and new approach to music and everything surrounding it. Their melodies are catchy, but not 
silly, and the musical production is distinctive, contemporary, and very far from the banality of Israeli mainstream."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DVa8wYJu7I – "Barbie" with English subtitles, 3 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94BIxqTYJzU – "Silsulim" (Trills), the duo's most popular and successful song, 3:30 minutes

Did you know?

• On the eve of the First Zionist Congress, Theodor Herzl and Max Nordau held a 
contest to select the national anthem and promised a large cash prize to the winner. 
However, due to language-related obstacles, most of the 43 entries were in German. 
Nordau summed up the frustrating experience in a letter to Herzl: "I have spent a bleak 
day with those songs. They prove that not a single one of our talented people (whose 
existence I do not wish to doubt) has an affinity with our idea."  Nordau called the 
contestants "miserable amateurs" and gave most of the potential anthems a score of 0. 
Herzl, the more generous of the two, was inclined to give them a score of 4, but no song 
won the prize.
• In 1886, Shmuel Cohen, a new immigrant from Romania, was working on a farm 
in Rishon Le-Zion. He came across an anthology of songs that included the early lyrics 
of a song called "Our Hope" by N.H. Imber, for which music had not been composed. 
He leafed through the anthology and took particular interest in that song. Cohen, who 
was also an amateur singer, apparently adapted a melody to "Our Hope" that was based 
on a popular Romanian folk song, which he knew from his childhood in the village of 
Ungheni. The melody, originally called "The Ox Driven Cart," was an old-time favorite 
in Romania. A Romanian by the name of G. Popovitz composed the music to it and 
other Romanian folk songs. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjq_rZPgoWI
• In 1958, on the tenth anniversary of the State of Israel, someone reported to the then 
Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, that the conductor Gary Bertini had improvised 
when the orchestra played Hatikva at the World Bible Quiz. The 'old man' (Ben-
Gurion's nickname) demanded that the person responsible be severely reprimanded for 
"playing supposedly improved anthems that were tasteless and offensive." It turned out, 
however, that it hadn't been an improvisation after all. Rather, due to poor lighting, the 
musicians in the orchestra were simply unable to see the conductor.
• Hatikva did not have a smooth integration process. The members of the Second 
Aliyah, for example, preferred Bialik's poem "The People's Blessing" ("Tehezakna"). 
Religious Jews wanted "Shir HaMa'alot" - Song of Ascents - and its lyrics "when the Lord 
returned the captives of Zion." Following the Six Day War, MK Uri Avineri suggested 
replacing the "eye gazes toward Zion" with Naomi Shemer's "Jerusalem of Gold."

Shmuel Cohen, a farmer from Rishon Le-Zion, joined Hatikva 
together with a Romanian folk melody (Central Zionist Archives)

Jewish women singing Hatikva in protest of the issue of the 
White Paper, 1939 (Central Zionist Archives)
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ON ZIONISM IN THE DIASPORA  /  FRANCE AND ARGENTINA

Alain Finkielkraut / Born 1949
Born in France to parents who were Holocaust survivors, 
Finkielkraut is considered one of the leading intellectuals 
in France. He has written numerous books that are a 
critique of anti-Semitism and racism.
Finkielkraut deals a lot with questions related to moral 
philosophy, including Jewish ethics. His works renew 
Jewish identity in post-Holocaust Europe. His articles are 
also intertwined with sociological and political issues and 
he frequently expresses opinions on current affairs.

       Alain Finkielkraut:

"Israel is a Jewish state. What does that mean?
A religious state? No.
A secular state? No as well!"

"Zionism (in its modern age and form) gave Jewish life (that 
existed prior to its appearance) a different vision and different 
heroes. That is certainly the case regarding many Jews who had 
been persecuted or were all too familiar with the history of the 
persecutions.
The Zionist vision of Jews being able to defend themselves was 
like a breath of fresh air and a reason for genuine excitement.
The ideal of a sovereign state that can defend itself is still true. 
But the ideal of a state for the Jews as a solution to the 'Jewish 
question' has stopped being true."

•  What is the "Jewish question?"
•  As you see it, what is Finkielkraut referring to when he 

claims that Israel has stopped being a solution to the 
"Jewish question?'

"Israel has not solved the "Jewish question" – it has complicated 
it. Israel can no longer be considered a solution for every 
Jew. Israel is an object of concern. For me – of constant 
concern. And like me, for many other Jews. This concern can 
be articulated in a number of ways: through identification, 
solidarity, anxiety, attention, criticism, and sometimes – all 
those feelings together."

•  Is Israel an object of concern to you as well?
•  Which of the feelings that Finkielkraut mentions can you 

easily identify with?

"What amazes me about the establishment of the State of Israel 
is not the idea of solving the "Jewish question," but rather the 
desire to bring an end to the distinction between the Jews and 
other nations of the world. From now on, we are 'playing the 
political game' just like everyone else.
Israel is not a state like all the others, but one among them."

•  What does he mean by "Israel is not a state like all the 
others, but one among them?"

?

El Al, Israel's national airlines, was founded on November 15, 1948
El Al, Israel's largest airline, was founded on November 15, 1948. Its management and logistical support 
work out of Ben-Gurion International Airport. El Al operates in the global market and flies to Europe, Asia, 
Africa and North America. The company's history is closely intertwined with that of the State of Israel – it 
took part in the large-scale immigration operations from Arab countries, Ethiopia and the former Soviet 
Union, and its network of destinations has over the years reflected Israel's diplomatic relations with other 
countries and, especially, with its neighbors. El Al has a number of unique characteristics, including its strict 
security arrangements, refraining from flying on Shabbat and Jewish holidays, and serving kosher food, both 
on board and at its ground facilities.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BMOktIOWJ4 – a promotional film about El Al with English subtitles – 1:40 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EiIjxOyLr-w – no audio – El Al from pre-state Israel until today – 3:30 minutes

Marcelo Birmajer / Born 1966
Born in Argentina, Birmajer is a celebrated young 
author in South America today. He has written 
about twenty books as well as scripts for a number 
of Argentina's most acclaimed films. His unique 
style – which combines Latino machismo, self-irony 
and Jewish humor – has led people to call him "The 
Woody Allen of the Pampas" (the region in central 
Argentina where the capital, Buenos Aires, is located).

•  In several of his statements, one can see 
that Birmajer uses the term "Zionism" in 
places where he could have alternatively 
used the "State of Israel." Did you pick up 
on that that when reading the text? Why, in 
your opinion, did Birmajer choose to word 
it that way?

•  How can you explain Birmajer's deep 
love for Zionism and Israel even though 
he has never lived there? How does such 
a complete and innocent love, devoid of 
any cynicism, develop and how can it be 
sustained?

•  Birmajer was born in the 1960s and it 
seems that his feelings about Zionism 
and Israel are not that popular among the 
younger generation today. What's your 
explanation for that?

•  Which words would you choose to
 describe your feelings about Zionism  

and about the State of Israel?

Central Zionist Archives

The Daily Spotlight / Today, 69 Years Ago

 "A Land That is a Dream"
   Marcelo Birmajer
"For me, Israel is a guarantee for my ability to defend my life 
and my liberty and the life and liberty of my loved ones, and 
of all innocents wherever they may be. Israel is a miracle that 
has no rational, geopolitical or philosophical explanation 
that can contain it. It's a miracle that even religion is unable 
to decipher. A miracle that is very similar to a dream, which 
even its founders underrated so it would be possible to believe 
that it really happened. For me, Israel is unadulterated beauty. 
Israel is the only entity that I can attach the word love to, just 
like you love a human being – a child or a woman.
But because I'm also a political person, I'll mention a few 
rational reasons that explain its success, reasons that can be 
proven and can be agreed on: Zionism is much more than 
the liberation movement of the Jewish people. But from the 
perspective of hundreds of years, Zionism is one of the few 
national movements of the 20th century that divided wealth 
equitably, eradicated illiteracy and made health services and 
housing available to everyone. It is one of the few liberation 
movements that actually raised the standard of living of its 
residents, both from a financial and a social vantage point, to 
a higher existential level than the same population had prior 
to the establishment of the State of Israel.
Zionism is one of the liberation movements that has actively 
saved the largest number of lives in the 20th century…
Zionism is an endless source of cultural and scientific 
innovation, of freedoms and of humanitarianism, which have 
not only benefited the Jewish people, but also offers its ideas 
to all mankind.
As a country, the State of Israel has made a lot of mistakes, just 
like any other western democracy, but definitely not any worse 
than theirs. Nevertheless, even today Zionism continues to be 
one of the greatest success stories since the destruction of the 
Second Temple, a success story that is humanistic, pluralistic 
and progressive in the full sense of the word."
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LONGINGS
My Heart is in the East / Rabbi Judah Halevi

My heart is in the East and I am at the end of the West
How can I taste what I eat and how can it be pleasing to me?
How shall I render my vows and my bonds while
Zion still lies beneath the fetter of Edom and I am in the chains of Arabia?
It would be easy for me to leave all the bounty of Spain seeing
how precious it is to me to behold the dust of the desolate sanctuary.

Meaning:
My soul is in the Land of Israel, whereas I am at the edge of the West (Spain).
How can I savor the food I have and how can I find it appetizing?
How will I keep my vows and promises whileZion is in the hands of Christians 
and I am chained to a place ruled by Muslims?
I would gladly leave all the prosperity found in Spain because
it is important to me to see the dust of the destroyed Temple.

Rabbi Judah Halevi lived in Spain 
nearly one thousand years ago. In his 
poems, he articulates his longings for 
Zion long before Zionism became a 
movement with a name and a mission. 

•  How can you explain yearning for 
a desolate and remote land which 
for centuries neither you, nor your 
family members, ever lived in?

Rabbi Judah ben Shmuel Halevi
/ c. 1075-1141 

A poet and philosopher from the Golden Age of 
Spanish Jewry. He was one of the greatest Jewish 
writers in the Middle Ages, and in general.

Ephraim Moses Lilien, 1874-1925. The painting was made in 1910.

?•  Before coming to pre-State Israel, 
Shaul Tchernikovsky wrote this poem 
in Europe in 1923, which reflected the 
Zionist idea of that period. Could this 
poem have been written today as well?

•  Both Rabbi Judah Halevi and Shaul 
Tchernikovsky express their longings 
for Zion in their poems. Are you 
familiar with other poems that express 
longing? In your language? How do 
you feel about the State of Israel?

Shaul Tchernikovsky
1875-1943 
A physician, poet and translator, 
Tchnernikovsky is considered one of 
the greatest Hebrew poets of all time. 
He is known for his nature poetry 
and was highly influenced by ancient 
Greek culture.

They Say There is a Land
Shaul Tchernikovsky

They say: there is a land,
A land drenched with sun.
Where is that land,
Where is that sun?

They say: there is a land, 
With seven pillars.
Seven planets,
That turn up on every hill.

Where is that land,
The stars of that hill?
Who will lead the way,
Tell me which path to take?
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We have already crossed 
Many deserts and seas.
We have walked long distances,
Our strength is nearly gone.

Could we have gone astray?
Have we not been left in peace?
That land of sun,
The one we haven't found.

Perhaps it no longer exists?
Its glory is surely gone.
God never bequeathed us
A thing.

Composed by Naomi Shemer and performed by Yarden Bar-Kochba
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EiIjxOyLr-w 
Composed and performed by Shlomo Artzi
www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKMdUcDV0CA

The Daily Spotlight / Did You Know?
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• Last names are a relatively new phenomenon – their use 
became widespread only two hundred years ago. Last names 
were created in order to distinguish between people in a period 
when communities and cities were growing and the local and 
central governments began keeping population records.

• At first, occupations and places were the primary sources for 
last names. Later on, names also reflected family traditions, 
personal traits, visible distinguishing marks on people's bodies, 
and even names of animals and plants.

• The considerable variety of Jewish last names is indicative 
of their large number of communities, occupations and 
geographical spread.

Did you know?
• The last name of the Jewish scientist and Nobel Prize winner, Albert 

Einstein, means "one stone" in German. It apparently was a nickname 
given to a builder or brick manufacturer.

• The last name of the comedian and producer, Jerry Seinfeld, means 
"beautiful field" in German. Others say it stems from the female name 
"shayna" (beautiful) in Yiddish.

• The last name of the singer, Barbra Streisand, is a special name. Its 
literal meaning is "scattered sand" in German. 
You can freely search the Family Names database on the Beit Hatfutsot website. Other 
databases include Jewish genealogy, communities, visual documentation and Jewish 
music. https://www.bh.org.il/databases/family-names/

The database at Beit Hatfutsot-The Museum of the Jewish People contains 20,000 entries 
dealing with the meanings of Jewish last names

"The Face of Beit Hatfutsot and the Museum's Educational Motto" (5 minutes ) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8_8z2quiBs
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WHAT IS ZIONISM FOR ME?
"Zionism" - nrg.co.il– February 27, 2013

Arieh Eldad / Born 1950
The former chief medical officer of 
the IDF, a plastic surgeon and Israeli 
politician. Eldad is an ex-member of the 
Knesset, where he represented the Ichud 
Leumi and Otzma Leyisrael parties. He 
belongs to the right wing that endorses 
the Greater Israel ideology. He believes 

in the right of the Jewish people to settle in all the areas of the 
Land of Israel and vehemently opposes the establishment of 
a Palestinian state west of the Jordan River, which he defines 
as a "disaster." Eldad proposes that the Palestinian refugees 
be rehabilitated in Arab countries and he is spearheading 
a political plan called' "Two States for Two Peoples and 
Both Sides of the Jordan." The plan is based on the idea that 
"Jordan is Palestine."

?

"Going back to the biological attitude 
toward the homeland"
Arieh Eldad, a politician

"Zionism in 2013 is exactly what it was in the days of Herzl – the 
objectives of Zionism have not changed and they still aim to take 
all Jews out of the Diaspora and liberate the Land of Israel from 
foreign occupation.
Over the generations of Zionism, many people became confused 
and turned the Land of Israel into a tool and not into a value. 
What is that tool? A safe haven from anti-Semitism. No nation 
will allow another to touch the granules of its homeland, whether 
related to security or not.
In our case, because of 2,000 years of exile and being separated in 
the Diaspora, they made do with taking most of the people out 
and treated the Land of Israel like a tool, while forgetting the fact 
that the Land of Israel is one of the foundations of Zionism. Any 
Arab who tries to touch our homeland should be killed, whether 
he is endangering our security or not, and whether occupying 
certain land does harm to our homeland or not. Zionism today 
means going back to the biological attitude toward the homeland."

•  How do you feel about what Arieh Eldad wrote? 
Do his views pose a threat?

•  What does the expression "biological treatment
 of the homeland" mean?
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"The ethical foundation of 
the State of  Israel"
Rabbi David Stav, Chairman of the 
TZOHAR Rabbis Association 

"If in the past the highlight of political 
and practical Zionism was offering a 
safe haven to the Jewish people - the 

ingathering of the tribes of Israel in the promised land – then 
that goal has for the most part been achieved, if not entirely.
For me, Zionism today is the ethical and Jewish foundation 
of the State of Israel. We now understand that it is necessary 
to build the second floor, which is supposed to entrench our 
roots here and explain to our children why we have a bond 
with this place.
We have to create an Israeli society here whose roots will be 
deeply implanted in our Jewish past. Our quality of life will be 
ethical and Jewish when we all want to belong to this people 
and to this place. Therefore, Zionism nowadays is building a 
shared ethical vision for the Jewish people living in Zion."

•  Is it possible to build a shared ethical vision for the Jewish 
people living in Zion? Isn't that an absolute utopia?

•  If the answer is yes, what is that shared ethical vision?

TZOHAR is an association of over 800 Zionist Orthodox 
rabbis, whose aim is to bridge the gaps between religious and 
secular Jews in Israel. The association was founded following 
the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, Israel's Prime Minister, in 
1995. Its members seek to be partners in shaping the Jewish 
character of the State of Israel, while conducting a dialog and 
finding common elements of identity that extend beyond the 
rifts that are dividing Israeli society.

"Loving the country"
Esther Rada, an Israeli singer and actress

"In my eyes, Zionism, in its simplest form, 
is loving the country. Loving the place we 
live in and trying to improve it so it will 
be a better place for all of us. Loving the 
people who surround us and living in peace 
with them. That Israeli music should have 

representation worldwide, to help it grow and flourish because we 
have amazing musicians here that I am proud of."

"Representing Israel and bringing honor
to the country"
Andy Ram, a tennis player and Israel's champion, who in his 
heyday was ranked fifth in the world in doubles tennis

"Zionism is coming to Israel from Uruguay 
with my parents at the age of five, who left 
behind the good life they had there and 
raised an amazing family in a country that 
has no substitute. As someone who travels 
around the world eight months out of every 
year and there isn't a place I haven't been 
to, I can testify to the fact that Israel is the 

optimal place for me to raise my family."
"From my perspective, Zionism today is representing Israel and 
competing in order to bring honor and pride to the country. 
When I compete overseas and represent Israel, I play better. 
There's something special about hearing the national anthem and 
looking at the flag, which makes sports much more than a game 
of tennis. The State gave me a lot and I'm giving back the little 
which I can through sports."

•  Is representing Israeli music or Israeli sports 
around the world Zionism?

• "When I compete overseas and represent Israel, I 
play better." What can make you play better?
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President Sadat's visit in Israel, which started on November 19, 1977 and lasted three days, was a 
historic event that led to a change in Israeli-Egyptian relations and ushered in a new era in the history 
of the Middle East. President Anwar Sadat was the first Arab leader to come to Israel, where he 
addressed the Knesset plenum and met with all the factions represented in the Knesset. During his 
visit, the foundations were laid for a peace process with Israel, whose crowning moment was on March 
26, 1979 when the Camp David Accords were signed. They, in turn, paved the way for the peace treaty 
that was signed between Israel and Egypt. President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin, his partner in 
the process, jointly received Nobel Peace Prize. (Sadat was assassinated on October 6, 1981. Some say 
that one of the motivations for assassinating him was the peace treaty he signed with Israel).

"Creating an egalitarian society"
Stav Shafir, a member of the Knesset from the Zionist
Camp party 

"When our grandfathers and grandmothers came here, they 
wanted to build a new world for themselves and for us: a 
genuine home and a welfare state that puts the citizen in the 
center and believes that every person has the right to have 
a roof over his/her head, to good education, and to health 
services. A society whose members struggle together to 
achieve that, and a society in which we can maintain our 
beliefs alongside other cultures and be a bold and critical 
democratic society. Regrettably, in the last few decades our 
leaders have brought this beautiful Zionism to the brink 
of destruction. The economic policies of the Netanyahu 
government are unmistakably anti-Zionist. The sale of the 
State's most important institutions to private entities is 
destroying the school system and is polarizing Israeli society 
by creating serious social disparities and leading millions 
of citizens straight into poverty. And even worse than that: 
the government is dividing us by employing fear tactics and 
is encouraging us to fight each other: secular against ultra-
Orthodox, Arabs against Jews.
In the last two years, since the social protest (in the summer 
of 2011), I have felt that the beautiful Zionism of our country's 
founders has been revived using an up-to-date approach: the 
real struggle of Zionism today is over the face of the State of 
Israel in another fifty years.
It's a struggle about building a single egalitarian society for 
all Israeli citizens. Bridging gaps, equal rights and renewing 
the contract signed between the citizens and their country, 
between the citizens themselves, and between the citizens 
and their Palestinian neighbors and the residents of our 
neighboring countries."

•  It often feels as if different writers look 
at Zionism through their narrow vantage 
point or the lens of their worldview and 
values.

•  How can you explain that such 
a fundamental concept in the 
consciousness of the Jewish people has 
no one clear and agreed-upon definition? 
And what does that say about us?

•  What is your Zionism?

Stav Shafir / Born 1985 
A member of the Knesset from the Zionist Camp 
party, who also chairs the Special Committee for 
the Transparency and Accessibility of Government 
Information. In the past, she was a journalist, social 
activist and one of the leaders of the social protest in 
Israel in 2011.

Photograph: Ya'acov Sa'ar, Government Press Office

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNdnYADumrg – 2-minute silent video, Sadat landing at Ben-Gurion Airport
www.youtube.com/watch?v=13fvNMJEkUs – 2 minutes, Sadat's historic speech at the Knesset, followed by Menachem Begin, the then Prime Minister of Israel

On November 19, 1977, Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt, was the first leader of an Arab 
country to ever come to Israel and he even addressed the Knesset.

WHY ZION? WHY NOT UGANDA? 
In 1903, Joseph Chamberlain, the 
British Colonial Secretary, met with 
Theodor Herzl and presented the 
Uganda Proposal to him. According to 
it, the British government would lease 
a territory in East Africa to the Zionists 
(currently located in Uganda) where 
they could establish a Jewish colony and 
enjoy local autonomy.
The acute problems facing Russian 
Jewry had an effect on Herzl and he 
was inclined to accept the proposal, 
even though it was counter to the Basel 
Program. Herzl presented the Uganda 
Proposal at the Sixth Zionist Congress 
which convened in 1903. He stressed 
that its acceptance was a response to an 
emergency situation that would save 
Jewish lives from annihilation, and that 
Uganda would be a temporary refuge 
for the Jewish people until it would be 
possible to settle in the Land of Israel.
This led to a heated and highly charged 
discussion, during which some 
delegates even called the proposal a 
betrayal of Zionism. To avoid a split in 
the movement, a decision was made 
not to vote for or against the Uganda 
Proposal, but rather to vote about 
sending an investigatory commission 
to East Africa in order to examine the 
living conditions there. 205 delegates 
supported that idea and 178 opposed 
it. The Congress adjourned against the 
backdrop of an impending rift.
* The investigatory commission found the 
site unsuitable for Jewish settlement and 
recommended to the Seventh Zionist Congress 
that the Uganda Proposal be rejected.

Ahad Ha'am – an excerpt from "The Weepers"
"We lift up our eyes to Zion and only Zion, not by free choice but as a natural 
necessity.  Because we fully believe that only there, by force of the historical emotion 
which connects the land and the people, will our spirit be reinforced and purified 
and will all our inner strengths emerge…In any other place, the members of our 
people will only continue the lives they have lived until now, taking part in the 
material and spiritual cultural endeavors together with the other inhabitants of the 
country who have come to settle there, but will not create a new culture that reflects 
their spirit and strength in a place that has nothing…"
Ahad Ha'am  - is the pen name of Asher Zvi Ginsberg (1856-1927). He was one of 
the leading Zionist thinkers and the founder and ideologue of "Spiritual Zionism." 
His writings had an important impact on shaping secular-national Jewish identity.

Ze'ev Jabotinsky – "Early Zionist Writings"
"The path of our wanderings in the name of the Land of Israel was a route that from 
the very first step to the last was all about the worship of the Land of Israel. That 
route can come to an end only in the Land of Israel.  If we stray from that path - we 
will be derailed from the tracks of history, we will get off course and lose our way, 
with no possibility of going back. As long as we lived history passively, we were not 
responsible for our acts and we would go wherever the will of foreigners would shove 
us. But from the moment we embarked on a new period of autonomous action, we 
can no longer conduct ourselves according to the shoves of foreigners – we must 
create our history with our own hands, in everything and until the end, because we 
have, nor will there be, any other choice…"
Ze'ev Jabotinsky (1880-1940) was a Zionist leader, author, poet, translator, 
columnist and renowned orator. He was among those who reinstituted Jewish 
militarism and was a founder of the Jewish Legion that fought alongside the British 
army during World War I. He established Revisionist Zionism, was the head of the 
Betar movement, the commander of the Etzel and president of Hatzohar – the Union 
of Zionist Revisionists.  Jabotinsky is considered one of the most important Jewish 
liberal thinkers in the modern period.

Some quotes from leading Zionist leaders at the time, which 
relate to the possibility of  settling the Jewish people in Uganda:
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What would have happened had the Jewish State been 
established in Uganda? What would it have looked like 
and what would we have looked like?
Yoav Gati, a graduate of the Department of Visual 
Communication at Bezalel, devoted his final project to that 
question - If We Were in Uganda. A link to his project:
xnet.ynet.co.il/design/articles/0,14563,L-3101907,00.html

The "Ma Kashur" comedy trio wrote and composed an 
amusing song that asks "Why Not Uganda?" in which they 
describe what could have happened if…
A link to the song -  www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2QBRUvGuOc
A link to the lyrics - shironet.mako.co.il/artist?type=lyrics&lang=1&prfid=1
652&wrkid=6562

•  Which of the positions is it easier for you to 
relate to? Can you find justifications for the 
opposing views?

•  If you had attended the Sixth Zionist 
Congress, how would you have voted?

•  Can you imagine what would have 
happened if we had settled in Uganda?

A member of the Zionist 
investigatory commission to 
Uganda, East Africa, 1905 
(Central Zionist Archives)
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Hillel Zeitlin – an excerpt from "The Crisis:
Territorialist Notes"
"I am not worried about the split, I am not worried about the rift, 
and I am not worried about the ban. But I am worried about the 
destruction of the nation. And whether awake or dreaming, I 
always see before me the words: the third destruction – the ruin 
of the nation…And who has given you Palestine or intends to give 
it to you? Or perhaps you are able to take Palestine? I am familiar 
with your childish babblings, but who with any common sense 
will pay attention to them? And if you were to say, for example, 
that you are going to take Germany or France, will anyone pay 
attention to what you're saying? What all the 'Palestinists' forget, 
whether unintentionally or deliberately, is that Palestine is in the 
possession of others and it is completely inhabited. I have the right 
to dream about Palestine as much as I have the right to dream 
about Paris or London…"
Hillel Zeitlin (1871-1942) was a Jewish philosopher, author and 
columnist who wrote in Hebrew and in Yiddish. He was killed in 
the Holocaust.

Nahman Sirkin – an abstract of  the speech he 
made at the Sixth Zionist Congress in 1903
"The gravity of the question that is under discussion requires 
us to rise above emotions and use our common sense. And the 
arguments presented by the opponents of the plan are nothing 
more than romantic. It is not the betrayal of Zion that is forcing us 
to turn to another country, but rather the difficult hardships faced 
by our masses and the urgent need to arrange their emigration. 
They are demanding a response from us and Zionism must take 
the initiative in these vital Jewish issues.  Because year after year, 
many Jews are scattering themselves across the globe and the 
matter of emigration is getting worse. As representatives of the 
only Jewish organization, we have to respond to this need. It is 
not true that accepting the proposal regarding East Africa means 
that we are giving up our hope for the Land of Israel.  The internal 
motivations driving us toward the Land of Israel are not only of 
a socioeconomic nature, but are also of a psychological-moral 
nature. Say from now that we have no fear of East Africa because it 
will not satisfy our national sentiment.  
Dr. Nahman Sirkin (1868-1924) was a philosopher and one of the 
founders of Socialist Zionism.

?
Making Wine in the Desert
To solve the problem of settling the Negev and keeping its land in Jewish hands, at the end of the last century 
the State of Israel developed a new and special type of settlement called a single-family farm. Each such farm 
received a plot of land consisting of several acres, on which the family makes a living from desert agriculture.  
There are 24 farms which together form a territorial contiguity along Ramat Hanegev. Vineyards are one of 
the surprising crops that are highly successful, whose grapes are used by the local boutique wine industry. The 
harsh desert turned out to be a good place for making excellent, prize-winning wine. That was achieved by 

reviving the ancient Wine Route that used to pass through this region exactly two thousand years ago.
There are now 9 boutique wineries and commercial wineries in Ramat Hanegev that produce about 150,000 bottles every year in the Negev 
itself, in addition to another 150,000 bottles at other wineries that buy the desert grapes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOg40xLyP-Y – Settlers in the Negev Produce Quality, Prize-Winning Wine in Desert Conditions – 2:30 minutes

LAST COUNTRY
David Avidan

Traveling around the world and coming back
Traveling again and coming back once more
To the first and last country
Waiting for you by the sea.

You remember that special sun
That shines nowhere else
You blossom in foreign places
And there you wither in desperate anticipation.

This poem is shameful because it contradicts
Everything I said in the past
About globalization and movement
About leaving this Earth.

But it’s what I have right now
Even the contradictions go away and come back again
But it's what I have right now
And right now is what is right now…

•  Do you share any of the feelings 
that Avidan has about Israel when 
it comes to the country you live in?

•  Why not globalization?

David Avidan / 1934-1995
An Israeli poet, painter and filmmaker, 
who was best known for his poetry. In the 
1950s and 1960s, Avidan was considered 
one of the greatest modernizers of the 
Hebrew language, who continually sought to 
expand its boundaries, create new words (by 
joining two words together) and giving new 
meanings to existing words.
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The Daily Spotlight / An Israeli Achievement
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THE OBJECTIVES
OF ZIONISM
AND ACHIEVING THEM

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY
Following an in-depth discussion about the 
objectives of Zionism in our generation, the group 
will define/propose ways to achieve them. The 
group leader should refer to the following text 
written by Prof. Eliezer Schweid. Use can be made 
of it before, during or after the discussion. The 
group can be divided into smaller groups or the 
discussion can be held together in a circle.

Prof. Eliezer Schweid 
An Excerpt From "The 70 Faces of Zionism" –
The Association for the Renewal of Zionism

"The post-Zionist movements assume that the goal of Zionism 
was establishing the State of Israel. Therefore, now that is has 
been established, there is no need for it. We maintain that the 
goal of Zionism was 'normalization' of the Jewish people. The 
intention was to solve the hardships of life faced by Jews in the 
Diaspora. They became worse in the modern period and forced 
the Jews to make a choice between a life contingent on returning 
to their land as a nationality that exists on its own civilization 
and own culture and physical annihilation by modern anti-
Semitism or spiritual annihilation by way of acculturation or 
assimilation. The goal was to concentrate most of the people 
in their homeland, establish a modern civilization that would 
enable Jews to lead an autonomous life, and develop a modern 
national culture that draws from its own sources.
Thus, there is no doubt that the establishment of the State of 
Israel in 1948, after the Holocaust, was a huge accomplishment 
for Zionism. Although it did not save the Jewish people from the 
Holocaust, it enabled them to unite in the State and rehabilitate 
themselves within it. But the hardships of the Jews as a Diaspora 
people have not been solved by establishing the State. Actually, 

?
•  How do you perceive the concept of "post-

Zionism" on the one hand, and of "nationalistic 
Zionism" on the other?

•  Why, in your opinion did Zionism, which was 
supposed to represent the broadest consensus 
of the Jewish people, also become political and 
controversial? (The intention is among ourselves 
and not among the other nations of the world).

its establishment led to a new variety of anti-Semitism, the 
anti-Zionism variety, which threatened, and still threatens, 
the Jewish people with a second Holocaust.
…Post-Zionism, which is actually anti-Zionism, is prevalent 
among large groups of Jews. On the other hand, one can 
see the response in the form of aggressive nationalistic 
Zionism. The clash between these two trends threatens the 
very existence of the State of Israel and its identity as a Jewish 
state, both in terms of its responsibility to the entire Jewish 
people as well as its allegiance to its Jewish identity from a 
values and cultural perspective."

•  The objectives that Schweid defines reflect a clear 
social worldview that is consistent with the social-
economic approaches that are common today in 
many countries in the world (a free market economy 
and speculative gains, as opposed to the pioneering-
volunteering ethos, the value of work, social and 
legal justice, family and communal values). Is there 
any connection between his worldview and Jewish 
values? What is it?

•  Which of the objectives speaks to you the most 
and can you see yourself taking part in the effort to 
achieve them?
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The objectives of Zionism in our generation
"The objectives of Zionism following the establishment of the 
State of Israel are derived from this analysis of its condition and, 
first and foremost, from the overall objective: to preserve and 
maintain the State of Israel as the national state of the Jewish 
people from the two perspectives cited above.
"Seventy Faces of Zionism" - the intention is to the multiple 
and varied aspects of its fulfillment. In the past, there were a 
number of Zionist movements that operated under the World 
Zionist Organization: Political Zionism, Socialist Zionism, 
Religious Zionism, and Spiritual Zionism, and each of them 
was characterized by different trends. There were numerous 
disputes between those movements and trends as well as violent 
power struggles, but basically they worked together to achieve 
the overall objective. In the framework of this brief lecture, I will 
make do with a succinct definition of those objectives:
A. Healing the deep wounds that create rifts of foreignness and 

alienation among Jews surrounding the problem of Jewish 
identity.

B. Keeping the secular assimilation process in check, on the 
one hand, and the extremist seclusion of the ultra-Orthodox 
society, on the other, and curbing messianic nationalism. 

C. Restoring the family-communal tissue that the free market 
economy and competitive-selfish processes are tearing apart 
and, by doing so, are also destroying the infrastructure vital to 
the Jewish way of life.

D. Rehabilitating the education system that is collapsing due to 
its subjugation to the free market economy.

Eliezer Schweid / Born 1929
One of the most distinguished scholars and educators in the 
field of Jewish Philosophy. He is an Emeritus Professor of Jewish 
Philosophy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and received 
the Israel Prize for Jewish thought research in 1994. Schweid has 
published around forty books and 850 articles in his fields of 
expertise and research: the development and problems of Judaism 
as a culture, issues relating to Zionist fulfillment between Israel 
and the Diaspora, between Israeliness and Judaism and between 
Jewish secularism and religion, the denominations in the Jewish 
religion, Israel's problems as a Jewish and democratic state and 
other key issues in Judaism and Zionism, and the integration 
of the State of Israeli identity and Jewish Identity people in the 
world economy and post-modern culture.

E. Restoring the pioneering-volunteering ethos that regards 
giving to others the aim of man, which is the fundamental 
ethos that sustains family, community and people.

F. Restoring the productive ethos that is based on the value and 
respect for labor and not on the value of speculative gains.

G. Seeking to attain social justice and legal justice.
H. Strengthening the loosened ties between Jews in the State of 

Israel and Jews in the Diaspora as one people.
I. Constantly seeking to achieve peace that will extract the State 

of Israel and the Jewish people from the circle of hostility that 
surrounds it and threatens its existence."

(Prof. Schweid's article, continued from the previous page)

DAF YOMI DAF YOMI

Month MonthZionism ZionismNovember 21, 2017 November 21, 2017

38 39



How can these objectives be achieved?
"We have a vested interest in influencing the government to 
change its policy from above. But, in my opinion, in the existing 
reality there is little chance of doing that.  A different leadership 
needs to be cultivated from below and even when the leaders 
behave in the right way, the achievement ultimately depends on 
the willingness of the people to pursue it out of duty and choice.

Just like before the State was established, after it the way is 
also one of personal fulfillment: every individual, every family 
and every community based on their respective life courses 
and in keeping with their inclinations and abilities. The aim 
of organizing into a movement is to clarify the path, acquire 
strength and gain growing influence, and produce alternative 
leadership.

The key is personal pioneering-volunteering fulfillment by many 
individuals who grow and expand in the above-cited directions 
– everyone in their respective fields of activity, according to 
their abilities. I will therefore touch on six "commandments" 
of personal fulfillment that are derived from the objectives 
mentioned above.
A. Adopting a Jewish way of life in the personal – family context 

and, primarily, observing traditions associated with Shabbat, 
the holidays and the festivals, out of identification with the 
historical memory and the moral, social and cultural values 
that underlie them: every person and every family according 
to one of the existing religious, secular or cultural ways of 
thinking, based on a pluralistic conviction that respects all 
these approaches due to their common ethical and national 
foundation, while seeking to mend the rifts that are dividing 
Jews and placing emphasis on imparting the legacy to the 
younger generation.

B. Actively belonging to a Jewish-Zionist community.
C. Making a living from productive work that contributes to 

society in various spheres such as agriculture, industry, 
services, commerce, etc., while seeking to attain not only a 

•  Some of the ways suggested by Schweid to 
achieve the objectives of Zionism may seem 
naïve or even utopian to the cynical younger 
generation. To bring the different ways 
closer to them, should they be tailored to the 
contemporary, prevailing mood? How can that 
be done? What would you change?

•  Which ways to achieve the objectives of Zionism 
would you choose? To contribute? To be a 
partner? To lead? To be an entrepreneur? Why 
did you choose that specifically? How would you 
go about achieving it?

A New Israeli Startup Called TOM
TOM – an Israeli startup founded on goodwill, creativity and thinking outside the box, is conquering the world. 
Its founders – the Reut Group and the ROI Community, which is an initiative of the Schusterman Family Foundation – have shaped a 
vision for themselves in which they combine state-of-the-art technology with human and social needs.
How do they do it? Multidisciplinary teams from around the world meet every so often for a three-day makeathon during which they are 
immersed in creative and energetic thinking about how to improve the self-sufficiency of people with disabilities. The project managers 
receive requests from people with disabilities who live across the globe and have special needs. As the initiative gains increasing exposure, a 
growing number of experts are coming on board and the influx of requests is on the rise – and all this on a volunteer basis!
TOM – What is "Tikkun Olam Makers" in 4 minutes -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_BQzJD9gpo

high standard of living, but also a contribution to society. This 
also includes teaching and management positions in order to 
influence, as much as possible, changes to the socioeconomic 
and ethical-cultural policy of the State of Israel in a Jewish-
Zionist direction defined above.

D. Allocating a fixed amount of time to reading, learning and 
studying Jewish texts, while tackling the fundamental issues 
characterizing Jewish culture and contemporary world culture, 
and taking part, as much as possible, in family-communal 
activities in the capacities of instructor and educator.

E. Loyal service in the standing army and in reserve duty.
F. Regular participation in the activities of the Association 

through in-depth Jewish-Zionist thinking and through means 
designed to disseminate its ideas and increase its impact on 
the leadership elites in the State of Israel, with the aim being to 
cultivate a new stratum of leadership that will seek to achieve 
the objectives of Zionism in the general political arena."

Remarks made by Prof. Eliezer Schweid, a member of the Public 
Council of the Association for the Renewal of Zionism, at the 
Association's founding conference held in Jerusalem in April 2014.

The Daily Spotlight / A Recommendation

(Prof. Schweid's article, continued from the previous page)

FOR THE GROUP LEADER: 

Prior to the meeting, you can choose some 
songs you think are suitable or that you like. 
•  Play them at the meeting
•  Learn one or more of them
•  Read their lyrics and learn something 

about Israel from them
•  Use them to acquire some vocabulary in 

Hebrew
•  Ask the participants to share some Israeli 

songs they know/like
A link to a selection of popular Israeli songs
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF6031AB78B3E51E7

SINGING ZIONISM IN HEBREW

TAKING STOCK 

Lyrics: Yossi Banai, Music: Naomi Shemer

One state, two seas
And one lake and malaria too.
One round sun,
One smart nation full of virtue.
One headache and three pills
And six days and seven nights.
One is our God, our God, our God
Who is in heaven and on earth.

One big immigration after 2,000 years of exile,
Two yearly vacations and one regular one.
A day of victory, a day of defeat,
A moment of security, thirty sick days.
Trumpeldor in the Galilee and a flute concerto
And half a dozen retired generals.
One is our God, our God, our God
Who is in heaven and on earth.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ec9FrUVKrM

HERE

Lyrics and music: Uzi Hitman

Here is my home, here I was born
On the plain next to the shore.
Here are the friends I grew up with
And I have no other place in the world.

Here I was born
Here my children were born.
Here I built my home with my own two hands.
Here you're also with me
And so are all my thousand friends.

And after 2,000 years, my wanderings are over.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubkc7MR__ys

I HAVE NO OTHER COUNTRY

Lyrics: Ehud Manor
Music: Corinne Allal

I have no other country
Even if my land is on fire.
Only a word in Hebrew can penetrate
My veins, my soul
In an aching body, a hungry heart
My home is here.

I will not be silent, because my country
Has changed her appearance.
I will not give up on her,
I'll remind her,
And I'll sing here in her ears
Until she opens her eyes.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg0zmyodlhk

COME & TOUR THE LAND

Lyrics: Yoram Taherlev
Music: Yair Klinger

Come and tour the land
With a backpack and a stick.
On your journey you're surely 
Rediscover the Land of Israel.
The paths of the good land
Will embrace you.
She will call you to her
Like to a cradle of love.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nahQv7KDhu0

Photograph: Einat Anker, Government Press Office
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About Vegetarianism and Veganism in Israel
As you surely know, veganism has become an international trend in recent years. But did you know that 
Israel - like in many other fields – is a veganism innovator and is leading it to new global heights as well:
•  The Daily Meal, a food website, ranked Tel Aviv as the top destination for vegan travelers and, relative to 

the size of its population, the city has the largest number of vegan restaurants in the world!
•  Israel is the only country in the world where Domino's makes a vegan pizza.
•  10 members of the Israeli Knesset (8%) are vegans.
•  The President of the State of Israel (Ruvi Rivlin) is a vegan. So was Shai Agnon, the Hebrew author and 

Nobel Prize laureate.
•  Although not required to do so, the IDF, Israel's army, serves vegetarian meals to vegetarian soldiers 

without asking them to provide any medical confirmation. It also supplies vegan soldiers with shoes that 
are not made of animal leather and pays them a higher salary so they can buy food suited to their needs.

ONLY IN ISRAEL

Lyrics: Ehud Manor
Music: Nurit Hirsh
The kibbutz and the moshav
Only in Israel
Jerusalem of Gold
Only in Israel
Children in kindergarten
Everyone wants a favor
Only in Israel

The sweetest orange
Only in Israel
The Yarkon is always green
Only in Israel
Trees have a birthday
And the Kinneret faces the Golan
Only in Israel

Every person is a "mensch"
Only in Israel
Advice you'll be given for free
Only in Israel
The morale is really high
Everyone is a general
Only in Israel
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=H19LanB-eEg

JERUSALEM OF GOLD

Lyrics and music: Naomi Shemer
The mountain air is clear as wine
The scent of pines
Is borne on the twilight breeze,
And tinkling bells resound.

In the slumber of tree and stone,
Imprisoned in her dream
The city sits all alone
And a wall within her heart.

Jerusalem of Gold,
And of bronze and of light,
I am a violin for all your songs.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=O2RoCNeM9B0

COME, LET'S SING
TO A BEAUTIFUL LAND

Lyrics: Avi Ran Tweig
Music: Yoram Haimov
Let's sing to a beautiful land
A land of sun and light
A song full of love that sweeps you away
Let's dedicate a hymn to it.
Let's sing to a small land
A land of thousands of years
A song of words and a melody
Weaving beautiful dreams.

And even someone who crosses the sea
Trying to settle in a foreign land
Something in his heart
will bring him back here
IF not today, then perhaps tomorrow.

And even someone who crosses...
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7RKawSd0UYx

A 3:25 minute film about various 
Tel Aviv restaurants that have adapted 
themselves to the vegan trend
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aWxfOGtACGY
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The Daily Spotlight / Did You Know?

?
DO I HAVE ANY OTHER COUNTRY?

Yehuda Amichai / 1924-2000
An Israeli poet and 
recipient of the Israel Prize 
for poetry (1982). He was 
considered a trailblazer 
who revolutionized 
modern Hebrew poetry 
starting in the 1950s, in 
addition to being one of the 
leading 20th century poets 

worldwide. Yehuda Amichai emphasized the "me" 
in a generation whose poetry still emphasized 
the "we" - namely, the collective ideology and 
the myth. He incorporated original and modern 
metaphors to describe emotions and situations 
experienced by the individual. Amichai quickly 
became a popular and well-known poet. The 
literary researcher, Gershon Shaked, said that 
"we learned from him that it's possible to say 
profound and sensitive things in simple words 
and without any pathetic elevation: that there's no 
need for roaring cannons and that it's preferable 
to speak in the language of human beings." 

•  Why, then, Jerusalem?
•  And if not Jerusalem, then where?
•  Amichai makes numerous references 

to the Bible in his poem. Why do 
you think he does that? Do they add 
to the message the poem conveys?

JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, WHY JERUSALEM

Yehuda Amichai

Why Jerusalem, why not New York
With its towers and deep ditches
And tunnels and crypts of crypts
To call out to God from them, from the depths I called out God.
Why, Jerusalem, why me
Why not Athens and Egypt and Mexico
And India and Burma, which already have shrines
The domes are already gold, the pillars are already standing.
………..

Why Jerusalem, why not the sublime San Francisco,
After all, it already bears the name of that bird-loving saint,
And it has a golden gate, ascents and descents and ascents
And a rumbling from the depths that is always ready to burst forth
In fire and pillars of smoke, like when the Torah was given at Mount Sinai
And earth that opens its mouth wide, like in the Bible.

Why Jerusalem, why not Paris with its squares
And boulevards, arches of glory for the King of Glory
With the wide bridges over the narrow world.

Why Jerusalem, why me
Why not another city, why not another person?
I once stood at the Western Wall
And suddenly a flock of birds took flight
Shrieking and flapping their wings, like notes with requests
That came loose from between the large and heavy stones
And ascended on high.
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I HAVE NO OTHER COUNTRY

Lyrics: Ehud Manor
Music: Corinne Allal

I have no other country
Even if my land is on fire.
Only a word in Hebrew can penetrate
My veins, my soul
In an aching body, a hungry heart
My home is here.

I will not be silent, because my country
Has changed her appearance.
I will not give up on her,
I'll remind her,
And I'll sing here in her ears
Until she opens her eyes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEJ5jgCaDhE

Ehud Manor / 1941-2005
An Israeli songwriter, translator, radio broadcaster and TV host. 
He received the Israel Prize in 1998 for his contribution to Hebrew 
songwriting. He was one of Israel's most prolific songwriters who also 
translated and wrote for the theater and entertainment shows. Manor 
wrote and translated over 1,000 songs – both happy and sad, some 
of which convey a sense of frivolity and others seriousness. He was a 
versatile songwriter and worked with Israel's leading performers of 
Hebrew songs.

I Have No Other Country was written by Ehud Manor, one of Israel's most 
popular, prolific and respected songwriters. He wrote it as a delayed response to 
the death of his younger brother in the War of Attrition.
In an interview with him, Ehud Manor said that the song was a criticism of the 
Government of Israel's ineffectiveness and disregard for the unnecessary loss of 
lives of many soldiers in battle. When released, it was considered a protest song 
against the First Lebanon War that Israel was involved in at the time, which can 
explain why it was adopted by Israelis who opposed that war.
Over the years, the song was embraced by many people from the entire political 
spectrum, with each group assigning their own interpretation to the lyrics in a 
way that expressed their views. During the period of Israel's disengagement from 
the Gaza Strip, considerable use was made of the song by the Israeli right and 
it was played at their protest rallies, on the Internet media and on TV stations. 
The "national left" movement adopted the line "I will not be silent, because my 
country has changed her appearance" and turned it into a protest slogan against 
the policies of the government headed by Benjamin Netanyahu.

Amichai insists on knowing "Why Jerusalem" whereas Ehud Manor 
says "I have no other country." And what about you??

The date of Ben-Gurion's death is a national memorial day, on which Israeli school children learn about his 
leadership and legacy. In 1976, the Knesset passed the David Ben-Gurion Law "to commemorate Ben-Gurion's 
work and impart his heritage to the future generations." A number of institutions were established under that law:

The Ben-Gurion Heritage Institute, which contains an archive, educational institute and research institute
Ben-Gurion House, which is situated in the home that Ben-Gurion lived in and bequeathed to the State, 
located on Ben-Gurion Boulevard in Tel Aviv
The Institute for Desert Research, which is part of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The following places are also named after him: the government campus in Jerusalem, Ben-Gurion 
Airport – Israel's national airport, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, and streets and neighborhoods in 
many Israeli cities.
Did you know – that in downtown Berlin there is a street called Ben-Gurion Strasse?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4MmTrUMFQo – about Ben-Gurion and his work, 9 minutes
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David Ben-Gurion died on 6 Kislev 5734, December 1, 1973 - Ben-Gurion Memorial Day is marked on the Jewish 
calendar date of his death, which falls this year (2017) on November 24th 
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THE PLACE WHERE I BECAME A ZIONIST

Yosef  (Tommy) Lapid / 1931-2008 
About whom his son, Yair, wrote the book 
Memories After My Death – was an Israeli 
author, journalist and politician who was 
born in Serbia. He was the leader of the 
Shinui Party and served as Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Justice in Ariel 
Sharon's second government. Lapid was 
known for his direct, and often blunt, way 

of speaking. In his struggles for a liberal society and against 
religious coercion in Israel, he always made sure to mention his 
deep bond with his Judaism.

Yair Lapid, an excerpt from Memories After My Death, 
Jerusalem: Keter, 2010 [Hebrew]

"They came to get us at dawn.
Members of the Hungarian Arrow Cross organization, 
accompanied by some SS soldiers, surrounded the building we 
were living in on Pozohony Street. They took all of us outside 
and began leading us through the snowy streets of the empty 
city. People gazed at us from above, through tall windows, and 
none of them said a word.
They marched us down the length of Pozohony Street, in 
the direction of Margaret Bridge.  And that was when we 
understood that they were taking us to the bank of the Danube, 
to shoot us beneath the blocks of ice floating on the river. These 
'death marches' took place every day, and only in one direction. 
No one ever returned.
When we reached the foot of the bridge, a Soviet 
reconnaissance plane suddenly appeared above our heads. The 
procession stopped for a moment, in a state of chaos, and the 
Nazi guards sought refuge in the entrances to the buildings and 
shot at the plane with their Schmeisser submachine guns. We 
were standing next to the door of a small public toilet, made 
of metal and painted green. My mother pushed me inside and 
said 'pretend that you're peeing.' I stood there frozen with 
cold and fear. But I could not pee. When you're thirteen years 
old and terrified, you cannot pee. In the meantime, the Soviet 
plane disappeared and the procession regrouped and continued 
marching.  No one noticed that my mother and I had remained 
behind in the green toilet. Thirty minutes later, not even one 
person from the march was still among the living!
This was a major moment in my life, the moment that defines 
me more accurately than any other moment – more than 
anything I have ever done, more than all the places I have ever 

been to, more than any person I have ever met. Not because I was 
spared – every survivor has his own private miracle story – but 
because I had nowhere to go. Paris had already been liberated, 
so had Rome and even Novi Sad. But I had nowhere to go. In the 
entire world, there was not a single place that a Jewish boy whom 
everyone wanted to kill, could go.
So we went back to the ghetto.
Years later, when I was in Budapest with Yair (the storyteller's 
son), we took a walk and found ourselves at Margaret Bridge 
without planning to do so. We were walking and chatting merrily 
when I suddenly stopped, pointed at something and started 
shaking. At first, Yair didn't understand what I was pointing at, 
but there it was: the small public toilet made of metal and painted 
green. We stood there, two grown men, hugging and crying and 
stroking the green walls of the public toilet that saved my life. And 
the Hungarians on the street went around us cautiously because 
they were convinced we were lunatics.
My son, I said to him, after regaining my composure: this is where 
I became a Zionist, and without even knowing it. This is what the 
Zionist idea is all about. The State of Israel is a problematic place 
and all of us will always have arguments with it, but this is why it 
was established. So that every Jewish child will always have a place 
to go."

The Shoes on the Danube memorial to the Jews who were shot on the bank of the river by members 
of the Hungarian Arrow Cross

•  Are you familiar with stories like this one, in which a 
certain event (dramatic, but not necessarily) shaped a 
person's identity? Can you recall a significant event in 
your own life that affected/changed who you are? Your 
identity? Can you share it with the group?

•  Can you remember the place/time that you became a 
Zionist?
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JEREMIAH 29
1 And these are the words of the scroll that Jeremiah the prophet 
sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders of the exile and 
to the priests and to the prophets and to all the people that 
Nebuchadnezzar had exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon…4 So 
said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom 
I have exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon. 5 Build houses and 
dwell [therein], and plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take 
wives and beget sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons 
and give your daughters to men, and they shall bear sons and 
daughters, and multiply there and be not diminished. 7 And seek 
the peace of the city where I have exiled you and pray for it to the 
Lord, for in its peace you shall have peace.

•  The Zionist idea was conceived after the Jews 
had lived in exile for thousands of years and we 
have now a State. So why don’t all Jews around 
the world immigrate to Israel?

ON THE RIVERS OF BABYLON, THERE WE 
SAT AND ALSO WEPT
Ben-Zion Dinur, an excerpt from The Book of  Zionism

"The principle underlying the Zionist perception of the 
Jewish reality is the negation of the exile…the problem 
of the Jews is one and its name is exile. It contains all 
the disasters and hardships…the sins and wrongdoings, 
the flaws and the imperfections, the inertias and the 
weaknesses that are enumerated justifiably or unjustifiably 
in Israel, in the individual and in the public – the exile is 
what brought them about…"

• Different writers treat the exile (Diaspora) 
differently. How do you feel about it?

• What are the drawbacks of the Diaspora? Its 
advantages?

IN THE DIASPORA

PSALMS 137
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and also wept when 

we remembered Zion.
2 There on the willows we hung our harps.
3 For there our captors asked us for words of song, our 

tormentors demanded songs of joy and said "Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion."

4 How can we sing the song of the Lord on foreign soil?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its 

cunning.
6 May my tongue cling to my palate, if I do not remember 

you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.
Inspired by the psalm, the band Boney M. wrote their song "By the Rivers of 
Babylon" - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYK9iCRb7S4

?

The Burning House
Bertolt Brecht 

"…I recently saw a house. It was burning. The flames 
licked its roof. I went closer and saw that some people 
were still inside. I stood at the door and called out to 
them that the roof was ablaze, urging them to leave 
at once. But those people seemed to be in no hurry. 
With the heat already scorching his eyebrows, one of 
them asked me what it was like outside, whether the 
rains were falling or whether the winds were blowing, 
and whether there was another house for them, and 
more questions of this kind. Without answering, I 
went out again. I said to myself that these people 
will certainly burn to death before they stop asking 
questions. And truly, my friends, to someone who has 
not felt the earth burning beneath his feet so that he 
would willingly replace it with another rather than stay 
behind, I have nothing to say."

•  When you first read it, what did you think 
the parable was referring to? What's the 
moral of the story?

•  In our context, a connection can be 
found between the Buddha's parable 
and immigration to the Land of Israel 
throughout the generations. If that is the 
case, what motivated, or did not motivate, 
Jews in the Diaspora to immigrate to Israel?

•  Is it the role of public leaders to appeal to 
the people sitting in the house and tell them 
their time is up, or should they be left alone 
like the storyteller did?

Bertolt Brecht
/ 1898-1956
was a German playwright and poet 
and also one of the most vocal 
opponents of the Nazi regime.

THE HOUSE IS ON FIRE

?

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
: Y

a'a
co

v 
Sa

'ar
, G

ov
er

nm
en

t P
re

ss
 O

ffi
ce

The Daily Spotlight / Today, 4 Years Ago

DAF YOMI DAF YOMI

Month MonthZionism ZionismNovember 26, 2017 November 26, 2017

46

Arik Einstein, who was one of the most popular and well-liked singers in the State of 
Israel, died on November 26, 2013
Arik Einstein (1939-2013) was an Israeli singer, songwriter, scriptwriter and actor. His started out as a singer in 
an army band, after which he performed with various ensembles that formed the soundtrack of Israeli musical 
history. His collaboration with Shalom Hanoch and the Churchills produced the first rock albums in Israel. 
Einstein is considered one of the most important Israeli singers. The music critic, Yoav Kutner, described him in 
the following way: "Arik Einstein is more than the greatest Israeli singer. Einstein is the true Land of Israel." The 
day after his death, Einstein's coffin was placed in Rabin Square in Tel Aviv, where a memorial ceremony was 
held. Tens of thousands of his fans came to pay their last respects. Einstein's musician friends spoke about him at 
the ceremony, as did the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, the Mayor of Tel Aviv-Yafo, Ron Huldai, and the 
Minister of Culture and Sports, Limor Livnat.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ez1e2VPsRFw – Arik Einstein singing one of his most famous songs – Fly Away Little Bird - with English subtitles, 4:30 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iebIhwT3jlc – Lucy Aharish interviewing Gal Uchovsky about Arik Einstein on Israel's TV channel in English, soon after the singer's death – 16 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBNWHTipwEA – Arik Einstein and Uri Zohar in one of their best known and most celebrated comedy skits dealing with the waves of immigration to 
Israel. They portray how every new wave of immigration arrives full of enthusiasm, only to receive a bitter welcome by the wave of immigration that preceded it – 7 minutes 
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HOMELAND

Pine / Leah Goldberg

Here I will not hear the call of the cuckoo.
Here the tree will not wear a bonnet of snow,
But here in the shade of these pines
My whole childhood comes back to life.

The chime of the needles: once upon a time
homeland was the name I gave the snow,
and the greenish ice on the river's edge
was the language of the song in a foreign land.

Perhaps only migrating birds know –
when they're suspended between heaven and earth –
the heartache of having two homelands.

With you, I was planted twice, 
With you, pine trees, I grew,
and my roots are in two different landscapes.

Leah Goldberg / 1911-1970
One of the most prominent Hebrew poets in the modern 
period. She was born at the beginning of the 20th century 
in Koenigsberg, Prussia and came to pre-State Israel as 
a young woman. In addition to poetry, Goldberg wrote 
children's books and was also a translator and literary 
critic and researcher. She received the Israel Prize for 
literature in 1970 and was a professor of literature at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Goldberg's singularity as a poet and her standing in the 
literary world can be attributed primarily to her polished 
and clear ability to describe personal, intimate and 
individual themes and convey them as feelings shared by 
all, without involving political and social opinions.

•  In your view, why do Leah 
Goldberg's "two homelands" cause 
her so much pain?

•  Do you also feel that you have two 
homelands? What emotions do they 
evoke in you?

•  Can you write a few lines that 
describe each of your homelands, 
like Goldberg did?
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•  What is the importance of a homeland? Why be 

engaged in its acquisition and in cultivating a 
relationship with it? Is it not a bad idea, a relic of 
obsolete, nationalistic concepts of existence?

•  The longing for a homeland exists everywhere. 
Many people are in need of an additional special 
something that is smaller than 'the world' but 
bigger than 'the home.' What are they looking for?

Developing a Biological Treatment for Parkinson's Disease
In July 2017, the Israeli biomed company, NeuroDerm, achieved the largest-ever pharma exit thus far, 
thereby joining the list of mega deals registered by other Israeli companies. The board of directors of 
NeuroDerm, which is traded on NASDAQ, confirmed that the company was sold to Japan's Mitsubishi 
Tanabe for $1.1 billion.
NeuroDerm, which was founded in 2003, develops technologies and drugs for the treatment of central 
nervous system disorders, and primarily Parkinson's disease. Their flagship product is in Phase III of 
its clinical trials and still has no name (it is referred to as ND0612). The device is a pump attached to a 
belt worn by the patient. It subcutaneously delivers a liquid drug whose active ingredient is Levodopa 
Carbidopa, which is used to treat Parkinson's disease symptoms. The technology will enable patients to 
enjoy continuous relief of their symptoms by impacting the dopamine levels in their brain.
NeuroDerm now belongs to the highly distinguished group of Israeli developers of medical technologies.

There is Only One Homeland 
Avi Sagi and Yedidia Stern

"…But what is the importance of the homeland? Why is it 
necessary to be engaged in its acquisition and in cultivating 
a relationship with it? Is it not a bad idea, a relic of obsolete, 
nationalistic concepts of existence? The idea of the homeland 
has gained a bad reputation and is viewed as something that 
encourages and fosters dangerous primeval elements - blood 
ties, partnerships based on race, attributions of sanctity to 
a piece of land. Those elements have produced some of the 
greatest injustices in the history of mankind. Furthermore, 
two highly powerful ideologies have emerged that are killing 
the idea of the homeland. On the one hand, cosmopolitanism: 
two thousand years ago, Seneca, the Roman philosopher 
and playwright, claimed that 'I am not born for one corner, 
the whole world is my native land.' Those words certainly 
receive even greater significance in the current global and 
post-modern era. We are affiliated with all places, all ideas 
and all people. Our very existence, the quality of our life 
and our standard of living are to a great degree dependent 
on what happens somewhere on the other side of the globe: 
international markets, global interests, imported ideologies, 
foreign cultures. If the world has become flat, is it possible and 
is it still necessary to reestablish the idea of the homeland? 
What seems to be happening is a conscious waiver of the 
singularity of the homeland and its replacement with a 
voluntary putting down of roots in the tumult of the big world 
outside.
And, on the other hand, the homeland is under attack 
by the ethos of individualism. Western culture attaches 
considerable importance to the individual, who is perceived 
as an autonomous, monadic unit whose existence is confined 
to its own dimensions. According to that ethos, humanity 

is a composite picture of a large variety of individuals, each 
of whom exists in private in his home-his fortress. There, at 
home, a person shapes and builds his identity. The individuals 
that populate the world do not join a community, a people 
or a nationality. The space is built out of an accumulation of 
private fortresses. The public spaces between the homes are 
only a means for going from house to house. They have no real 
substance of an independent 'public domain.' In such a world, 
the public domain is not needed for creating a 'homeland.' 
So it appears that the idea of the homeland is losing its 
substance, both in the eyes of the cosmopolitan, who views the 
entire world as his home, as well as the individualist, who views 
his home as his entire world. However, we see that the attacks 
on the homeland idea have not been successful: the longing for 
a homeland exists everywhere. Many people are in need of an 
additional special something that is smaller than 'the world' but 
bigger than 'the home.' What are they looking for?"

https://vimeo.com/188788545 - an 
Israeli company named NeuroDerm 
has developed a new treatment for 
Parkinson's disease – a 2-minute 
animated film with English subtitles
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ZIONISM
WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS

Lyrics: Dan Almagor
Music: Shlomo Artzi

In a small room in an old hotel
Sat a young man with black hair and a beard
He sat and wrote a crazy idea
The Jewish State will really be established.
He knew how to dream and enthuse others
But also knew that every dream has to be fulfilled.
So he convened his people at a congress
And spoke about Zionism to them.

He told them: "Excuse me, I'm a Zionist
It may not make sense, but that's who I am."

And they all came to that congress
And listened to the enthusiastic, energetic man
Who said: "Enough with the dreaming! 
The time has come for actual deeds."
That's how a new movement suddenly started
Which talked about and engaged in Zionism without shame.
And the amazed people looked at it with excitement
And held their heads high once again.

And the years passed and that movement 
Didn't slow down and didn't rest even for an hour.
And everything it did is now inscribed and recorded 
In the annals of the people!
And today when they put quotation marks around it
Its determined look turns once again to the future.
It says to the people: "The dream is not yet over
And there is still much more to do."

And therefore, I'm still a Zionist today
It may not make sense….

Written in honor of the World Zionist Organization's 80th anniversary
https://www.facebook.com/HMArchive/posts/415336935199227
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Dan Almagor / Born 1935
An Israeli playwright, songwriter, columnist, journalist, 
author, translator, literary researcher, and TV host. 
Almagor is considered a 'walking encyclopedia' who can 
boast of a wealth of information. He is one of the most 
prominent figures in the world of Israeli songwriting and 
playwriting, and for many years has been researching 
the history of Hebrew songs and the people who wrote 
them, Hebrew literature in different periods, and the 
Hebrew language.

?
•  Listen to the song and read its lyrics.
•  Even though Zionism Without Quotation Marks may appear 

to be a lighthearted and catchy song, it does however contain 
quite a few significant ideas, such as its name "Zionism 
Without Quotation Marks." What do you think Zionism 
Without Quotation Marks or the word people refer to?

•  In the beginning of the song it says "sat a young man…and 
wrote a crazy idea. The Jewish State will really be established." 
Why is it a crazy idea?

•  At the end of the song, Zionism 'tells' the people that the 
"dream is not yet over and there is still much more to do." 
What else needs to be done? What would you do first? And 
then after that?

•  Why do think that Dan Almagor (the lyricist) has Herzl repeat: 
"Excuse me, I'm a Zionist" followed by "it may not make sense." 
Why is it necessary to apologize? And to who? Why doesn't it 
make sense to be a Zionist?

The First World Zionist Congress Convened in Basel, Switzerland on August 29-31, 1897
The First World Zionist Congress convened in Basel, Switzerland on August 29-31, 1897, at the initiative and under the leadership of Theodor 
Herzl. The festive and impressive opening ceremony was held at the elegant Municipal Casino hall, with 197 delegates from 17 different 
countries in attendance. By meeting together, Jews from the East and West were also a symbol of national unity. The Basel Program which 
was adopted at the Congress specified that the objective of the Zionist movement is to establish a national homeland for the Jewish people 
in the Land of Israel, guaranteed by a charter of the nations of the world. It also defined the courses of action needed in order to implement 
program. The historical importance of the Zionist Congress was that it put the 'Jewish problem' on the international agenda and publicized 

the new Zionist movement among Jews worldwide. Infrastructure for the Zionist movement was 
put in place at the Congress and various institutions were established to achieve the movement's 
ideology, with the World Zionist Organization being the foremost one among them. Following the 
First Zionist Congress, the Congress would convene every year or two in an European country, 
where the delegates discussed various matters concerning the future direction and activities of the 
Zionist movement. Since the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, the Congress has convened 
in Jerusalem every four to five years.Today, the World Zionist Congress essentially serves as a global 
Jewish parliament. It is the supreme institution that governs legislation and decisions made by the 
World Zionist Organization. The Congress delegates are elected representatives who come from 
across the globe and from Israel.

A caricature of Theodor Herzl that appeared 
in a booklet published in connection with the 
Concordia Press Club's annual ball in Vienna 
- 1896 (Government Press Office)

First Zionist Congress plenum (Central Zionist Archives)
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THE 29TH OF NOVEMBER

On November 29, 1947, 17 Kislev 5708, the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted the Partition Plan for Palestine 
(Resolution 181). In practice, that decision led to the 
declaration of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948.

The General Assembly vote was held further to a 
recommendation made by the majority of the members of the 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP).
The committee members came to Palestine in June 1947 and 
remained in the country for about five weeks. The events that 
took place during that period left a strong impression on them 
and, in particular, the deportation of the would-be immigrants 
who were on board the Exodus – whose deportation the 
committee members witnessed first hand in Haifa. Following 
their stay in Palestine, the committee members conducted 
short visits in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. In Lebanon, they 
met with representatives from Arab League countries as well 
as members of the Arab High Committee. The UNSCOP 
members also visited DP camps in Europe where Holocaust 
survivors were concentrated.

On August 31, 1947, the United Nations Special Committee 
on Palestine published its findings. The committee members 
recommended unanimously that the British Mandate in 
Palestine be terminated. The majority of the members 

proposed that the country be divided into two independent 
states, one Jewish and one Arab. 
On November 29, 1947, a vote was held in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, which resulted in the 
adoption of the Partition Plan. 33 countries voted in favor of it, 
13 countries opposed it, and 10 abstained. Based on the report 
submitted by UNSCOP, the UN decision stipulated that the 
British Mandate would end by May 1, 1948.

The decision of the General Assembly to endorse the 
establishment of a Jewish state was received with excitement 
by the Jews living in the country – due to the political and 
legal legitimacy that had been given to the establishment of 
a state for the Jewish people. Close to midnight, when the 
announcement was broadcast on the radio that the needed 
majority had been obtained in the General Assembly, masses 
of people took to the streets and started dancing. It was, 
however, clear that the establishment of a state would involve a 
bitter military and political struggle because the Arab nations 
and the Arabs living in the country were expected to declare a 
relentless war against the implementation of the Partition Plan 
and the establishment of the Jewish state.

A video of the United Nations vote to end the British Mandate in Palestine and 
establish two states in its territory - one Jewish and one Arab https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=us3yqtCROt4 - UN Palestine Partition Plan Vote 1947, 1:50 minutes
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The book A Horse Walks Into a Bar, written by David Grossman who is a leading Israeli 
author, recently won the prestigious Man Booker International Prize for 2017
The second most important literary prize in the world after the Nobel Prize

In 2017, the Israeli author, David Grossman, won the Man Booker International Prize for his book A Horse Walks 
Into a Bar. He was awarded the prize together with Jessica Cohen, who translated the book into English. Grossman 
is the first Israeli author to win this prize. A Horse Walks Into a Bar is about a standup comedy show that becomes 
entangled as the audience becomes increasingly aware of the deep and unresolved plot in the life of the comedian, 
the novel's protagonist.

David Grossman, born in 1954, is an Israeli author and essayist. His books have been translated into many languages and published across 
the globe. Grossman has won numerous prizes and is one of the most successful Israeli authors today. He incorporates modern literary tools 
in his books, such as stream of consciousness, various angles in the storyline, and a mix of imagination and reality.
David Grossman, an Israeli Author, Receiving the Man Booker International Prize for 2017, 2:30 minutes - www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQIvInei6Vw

HERZL RETURNS

Dear Group Leader / Shaliach,

Below is a link to a short, 7-minute film entitled Herzl Returns.
 http://www.atzmaut.shlichim.co.il/BRPortal/br/P102.jsp?arc=565452

The film is suitable for different audiences: teens, soldiers, college 
students and adults.

The plot – in the film, Herzl returns to the world for a brief moment 
and discovers that the State of Israel has been established. He is very 
impressed by its accomplishments, but also sees the difficulties that 
accompany its existence, which were not part of his vision. Herzl meets 
Israelis on the street, is impressed by what they have to say and decides 
to check whether the historic decision made at the World Zionist 
Congress, which called for the establishment of a national home for the 
Jewish people in the Land of Israel, was a right one.
After watching the film, we suggest that you hold a discussion with 
the audience and propose the following questions. You're welcome, of 
course, to add some questions of your own. Good luck!!
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1. What would you have chosen? Is the Land of Israel the 
right place to establish a state for the Jewish people, or 
is there another place on the globe that is preferable? 
Why? Please explain your choice.

2. Would the Jewish people have managed to fulfill the 
dream of having their own state and been able to lead 
a full Jewish life satisfactorily in another place that is 
not the Land of Israel? (Can one lead a full Jewish life 
outside the borders of the State of Israel? / Are Jews 
who live in the Diaspora fulfilling their Judaism less 
than Jews in the State of Israel?)

3. Can you find marked visible differences between 
the views expressed by Israelis who were born in the 
country (sabras) and the other interviewees who were 
born abroad? Is there any difference in their 'tune' 
(enthusiasm/passion) regarding Israel? What are the 
differences? Why do you think they exist?

4. Is the State of Israel the most important Jewish center 
in the world? Should it be the most important Jewish 
center?

5. Some say that the Jewish communities in the Diaspora 
are no less important to the existence of the State of 
Israel than Israel is important to the existence of the 
Diaspora communities. What's your opinion?

6. Should it be our aspiration that all Jews in the 
Diaspora immigrate to and live in Israel?

7. Do you, like one of the interviewees in the film, think 
it's a good idea that we have a "reserve state?" Can we 
'arrange' one for ourselves?

8. If you could meet Herzl, the visionary of the Jewish 
State, personally – what would you tell him? Ask him?

9. Can you suggest a different name for the film?

?
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Raising the Israeli flag at the United Nations in New York. Right to left: Moshe Sharet, Abba Eban and David Hacohen (Government Press Office)
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THE BIG ZIONISM SURVEY 
THE INSTITUTE FOR ZIONIST STRATEGIES, JULY 2017

…According to the survey findings, 45% of Israelis define their identity 
primarily as "Jews" – compared to 31.2% who define themselves primarily as 
"Israelis."
Four out of every five Israelis (81.9%) believe that "Zionism did not end with 
the establishment of the State." 61% believe that the "most Zionist" Jews are 
those who chose to immigrate to Israel. Most of the survey respondents (61.7%) 
believe that Zionism means living in Israel. If it were necessary to establish the 
State of Israel in another place, one-third of Israelis, most of whom are men, 
would choose the United States as the place to establish the State of Israel, as 
opposed to the women who chose Europe.
The survey also asked about the issue of ethnic subgroups and cultures in Israel. 
41% of the respondents think that the contribution of Mizrahi ethnic subgroups 
to the Zionist enterprise is identical to that of European Jews. On the other 
hand, a large majority (75.8%) believe that the fathers of Zionism patronized the 
Mizrahi ethnic subgroups.
Which group poses the greatest threat to the existence of the State of Israel as 
a Zionist state? 36.9% think that Arabs pose the greatest threat, 23.8% believe 
that ultra-Orthodox Jews pose the greatest threat, and a nearly identical number 
(23.2%) are of the opinion that left-wing Israelis pose the greatest threat to the 
State of Israel as a Zionist state. A small minority think that the settlers (8.6%) 
and people of wealth (7.5%) are the main threat. 62.3% believe that that ultra-
Orthodox Jews are more hostile to Zionism than they were in the past.
The survey was conducted by IPSOS and it included 509 participants over the age of 18.
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What is your primary identity?

Jewish

45%

31%

17% 6%

Israeli

Zionist
Human

?
Has Zionism completed its role?

Of course not41%

40%

14%

4%

I don't think so

Definitely

I think so

?

?
•"61% believe that the most Zionist Jews are those 

who chose to immigrate to Israel."
 "Most of the survey respondents (61.7%) believe 

that Zionism means living in Israel."
 Had the survey been conducted in the country 

you live in, how, in your opinion, would most of 
the Jewish respondents have defined Zionism? 
And who is a Zionist?

• Write your own questions for the Big Zionism 
Survey and conduct it in your youth movement / 
school / community center / on the street…You 
can also interview non-Jews.

Transgenders and the Israel Defense Forces

Research studies show that the IDF is one of the most progressive 
armies in the world when it comes to the attitude toward and 
the special conditions provided to gay soldiers, in general, and 
transgenders, in particular.

• The IDF accompanies and extends support to transgenders even 
before they actually enlist, starting with their initial pre-service 
screening at the age of 16.

• The IDF helps fund their medical treatments, including hormones 
and sex change surgery.

• Even before these soldiers complete the sex change process, the 
IDF refers to them in the gender they feel they belong to.

• The IDF makes sure they have uniforms which suit their new 
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• Summarize and analyze the findings. What can 
you learn from them, in general, and compared 
to the survey conducted in Israel?

• What can explain the differences between the 
answers to "who is a Zionist" provided by the 
Israelis and those provided by respondents who 
do not live in Israel?

• What can explain the differences between the 
questions asked in the Israeli survey and those 
asked in your survey?

• Which of the findings in the Israeli survey 
impressed you in particular? Why?

gender, that they are assigned to appropriate living quarters, and 
enables them to shower in private.

• There is a senior officer in the IDF who is in charge of transgender 
service in the army. Her title is: "Head of the Gender Promotion 
Branch."

• Second Lieutenant Shachar, the first transgender officer in the IDF 
who began his officer training course as a woman and completed his 
sex change right before becoming an officer, says the following: "I 
lowered my expectations, I said to myself that 'they'll surely speak to 
me in the feminine and I won't take a shower for a week…' But the 
commander of my team in the course went way out of her way for me 
so I could succeed."

Shachar Erez, the first transgender officer in the IDF, in a 2-minute video in which he talks 
about the first time he told other soldiers that he had undergone a sex change.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fwaF19nxR8
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FOR THE FULL PROGRAM PLEASE VISIT:  WWW.BEIT-HAAM.COM


