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ISRAEL: LET'S TALK ABOUT IT!
"A sense of awe spread through the hall when the revered announcement 
was heard…hearts beat with joy and eyes glimmered with tears of gladness. 
Endless applause thundered in response to the announcement regarding 
the establishment of an independent state for the Jewish people in the Land 
of Israel, and all the faces glowed with the radiance of a great and exalted 
holiday."

Those lines spread across the special edition of Haaretz 
published right after the proclamation of the State of Israel.
70 years have elapsed since that historic day, with countless 
events, milestones, accomplishments, campaigns and 
wars, disputes and moments of elation and solidarity.
And here we are today, nearing the end of the seventh 
decade of the only state we have, proud and excited.

In this special booklet, devoted to Israel's 70th anniversary, 
we chose to go back to the foundations of the nation and 
the state, such as the Proclamation of Independence, the 
flag, the anthem, the logo, and immigration to the Land of 

Israel. But, this time, the intention is to revisit them from less familiar angles 
so we can ask ourselves questions that examine the 'obvious' and encourage 
an in-depth, contemporary and candid dialog.

"ISRAEL: Let's Talk About It!" is part of the Beit Ha'am program that was 
developed in order to foster a dialog on topics relevant to the Jewish people 
in the 21st century. Most of the materials can be found in their entirety on 
the Department's website: https://beit-haam.com. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any request or question relating to 
the subject: erellag@wzo.org.il.

Gusti Yehoshua-Braverman
Head of the Department for Diaspora Activities
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››  Raising the Israeli flag at the United Nations in New York. Right to left: Moshe Sharet, Abba Eban and David Hacohen (Government Press Office)

Photograph: Pinn Hans, Government Press Office

ISRAEL: LET'S TALK ABOUT IT!
A MOMENTOUS DECISION

https://www.youtube.com/
 watch?v=us3yqtCROt4
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On November 29, 1947, 17 Kislev 5708, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 
Partition Plan for Palestine (Resolution 181). In practice, that decision led to the declaration of 
the State of Israel on May 14, 1948.
The General Assembly vote was held further to a recommendation made by the majority of the 
members of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP). The committee members 
came to Palestine in June 1947 and remained in the country for about five weeks. The events that took 
place during that period left a strong impression on them and, in particular, the deportation of the 
would-be immigrants who were on board the Exodus – whose deportation the committee members 
witnessed first hand in Haifa. Following their stay in Palestine, the committee members conducted 
short visits in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. In Lebanon, they met with representatives from Arab 

League countries as well as members of the Arab High Committee. 
The UNSCOP members also visited DP camps in Europe where 
Holocaust survivors were concentrated.
On August 31, 1947, the United Nations Special Committee 
on Palestine published its findings. The committee members 
recommended unanimously that the British Mandate in Palestine be 
terminated. The majority of the members proposed that the country 
be divided into two independent states, one Jewish and one Arab. 
On November 29, 1947, a vote was held in the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, which resulted in the adoption of the Partition 
Plan. 33 countries voted in favor of it,13 countries opposed it, and 
10 abstained. Based on the report submitted by UNSCOP, the UN 
decision stipulated that the British Mandate would end by August 
1, 1948. (In practice – the British later announced that the Mandate 
would end on May 15, 1948 and that their forces would withdraw on 
August 1, 1948).

For a detailed description of how the different countries voted: 

The decision of the General Assembly to endorse the establishment of a Jewish state was received 
with excitement by the Jews living in the country – due to the political and legal legitimacy that 
had been given to the establishment of a state for the Jewish people. Close to midnight, when the 
announcement was broadcast on the radio that the needed
majority had been obtained in the General Assembly, masses of people took to the streets and started 
dancing. It was, however, clear that the establishment of a state would involve a
bitter military and political struggle because the Arab nations and the Arabs living in the country 
were expected to declare a relentless war against the implementation of the Partition Plan and the 
establishment of the Jewish state.

A video of the United 
Nations vote to end 
the British Mandate in 
Palestine and establish 
two states in its territory - 
one Jewish and one Arab
(1:50 minutes)

yes!

"The country is a
small country and
the longings are
intense longings"
(A Pigeon and a Boy,
Meir Shalev)

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer%3Fmid%3D1geEKlPJw5gPjNLbC9vSTcA7-hv4%26hl%3Den_US%26ll%3D6.315298351042257%252C107.07275174999995%26z%3D2
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More about the 29th of November
•  The meeting of the General Assembly that 

was supposed to discuss the Partition Plan for 
Palestine was postponed several times at the 
request of the General Assembly president, 
Mr. Osvaldo Aranha, who headed the Brazilian 
delegation to the UN. His decision to convene the 
General Assembly on November 29, 1947 came 
only after ascertaining that he had secured a 
majority for the Jewish state.

•  The Partition Plan contained 157 pages of 
detailed explanations about how to establish a 
democratic state, which even included reference 
to equality for women – something that was not 
fully evident in 1947.

•  "The legend has become a reality, the dream 
– a miracle" was the headline of the following 
day's edition of Haaretz, which described the 
celebrations on the streets of Tel Aviv: "the 
perfume shop on Allenby Street sprayed large 
quantities of eau de cologne on the crowds who 
were celebrating" and "the shop window at Nitza 
Café displayed a cake depicting the Jewish and 
Arab borders of the country..."

•  "One leader who failed to be carried away by the 
festivities was David Ben-Gurion. He told the 
people around him that "we have to prepare for 
a bitter war with all the Arab countries," which 
did in fact break out a short time later.

•  The 29th of November is the only date on the 
Zionist calendar in which a Gregorian date 
was transposed into Hebrew letters and is 
called "Kaf Tet Be'November." This hybrid date 
apparently stems from the special standing of 
the occasion and its tremendous importance to 
the Jewish people. At the same time, it also has a 
direct connection with the nations of the world.

?
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Herzl Returns 

Dear Group Leader / Shaliach,
Below is a link to a short, 7-minute film entitled Herzl Returns. http://www.atzmaut.
shlichim.co.il/BRPortal/br/P102.jsp?arc=565452
The film is suitable for different audiences: teens, soldiers, college students and adults.
The plot – in the film, Herzl returns to the world for a brief moment and 
discovers that the State of Israel has been established. He is very impressed by its 
accomplishments, but also sees the difficulties that accompany its existence, which 
were not part of his vision. Herzl meets Israelis on the street, is impressed by what 
they have to say and decides to check whether the historic decision made at the World 
Zionist Congress, which called for the establishment of a national home for the Jewish 
people in the Land of Israel, was a right one. (At the Sixth Zionist Congress in 1903, 
the idea of settling the Jews in Uganda in Africa was explored. The proposal caused 
an uproar, was examined and rejected. The United Nations decision on November 29, 
1947 marks, therefore, the end of the dilemmas and the struggles. That decision is the 
topic of this activity).

After watching the film, we suggest that you hold a discussion with the audience and 
propose the following questions. You're welcome, of course, to add some questions of 
your own. Good luck!!

Guiding Questions for Discussion 
1. What would you have chosen? Is the Land of Israel the right place 
to establish a state for the Jewish people, or is there another place on 
the globe that is preferable? Why? Please explain your choice.
2. Would the Jewish people have managed to fulfill the dream 
of having their own state and been able to lead a full Jewish life 
satisfactorily in another place that is not the Land of Israel?
(Can one lead a full Jewish life outside the borders of the State of 
Israel? / Are Jews who live in the Diaspora fulfilling their Judaism 

less than Jews in the State of Israel?)
3. Can you find marked visible differences between the views expressed by 

Israelis who were born in the country (sabras) and the other interviewees 
who were born abroad?

 Is there any difference in their 'tune' (enthusiasm/passion) regarding Israel? 
What are the differences? Why do you think they exist?

4. Is the State of Israel the most important Jewish center in the world? Should 
it be the most important Jewish center?

5. Some say that the Jewish communities in the Diaspora are no less important 
to the existence of the State of Israel than Israel is important to the existence 
of the Diaspora communities. What's your opinion?

6. Should it be our aspiration that all Jews in the Diaspora immigrate to and 
live in Israel?

7. If you could meet Herzl, the visionary of the Jewish State, personally – what 
would you tell him? Ask him?

8. Can you suggest a different name for the film?

Did You Know...?

link

A MOMENTOUS DECISION

"Our desire is 
that we shall 
live at last as 
free men on our 
own soil, and die 
peacefully in our 
own homes."
(Theodor Herzl)



?

The State of Israel was declared on Friday, 5 Iyar 5708, May 14, 1948.
The ceremony was held at Dizengoff House on Rothschild Boulevard in 
Tel Aviv, attended by members of the People's Council and other leaders 
of the pre-State Jewish community. There on the podium, David Ben-Gurion, 
who was chairman of the People's Council, read the Proclamation of 
Independence and declared the establishment of the State of Israel. 
Following the declaration, members of the Council signed the parchment 
scroll. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlOGvqSSekc

The Proclamation of Independence, which is the constitutional document 
of the State of Israel, defines the nature of the State, including the 
establishment of a Jewish state that will gather together Jews from the 
different diasporas and treat all its citizens equally, regardless of religion, 
race or gender. The proclamation consists of four sections:
a. A historical review of the right of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel
b. A description of the events that led up to the declaration of the State
c. The principles underlying the new State
d. An appeal to the nations of the world, the Arab countries and the Arab 
inhabitants of the State

A suggested activity dealing with the Proclamation of Independence:
• Cut a copy of the proclamation into sections and ask the participants to 

arrange them in the 'proper' order.
• Then read the proclamation together so the participants can become 

familiar with it, analyze the text and understand its format.
• Compare the Israeli Proclamation of Independence with the formative 

document of the participants' own country (constitution, etc.), and learn 
from that comparison about the ethical traits of each country.

Part of the proclamation deals with the principles/values of the new State:
"The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering 
of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all
its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the 
prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights
to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom 
of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the 
Holy Places of all religions."

• How were those principles determined? Based on what were they 
chosen?

• Which elements has the State of Israel managed to implement? 
Which ones not? Why?

• In practice, does the proclamation serve as a binding document?
• Despite many attempts, why does the State of Israel still not have 

a constitution?
• If you were to write the Proclamation of Independence, what 

would you change/keep /add/remove?

"I knew it 
wouldn't be 
simple or easy, 
and whoever 
is looking for 
simplicity – 
should not take 
this path. But, 
whoever has God 
in his heart and 
feels a need and 
the ability to take 
part in an act of 
creation – this is 
the path."
(David Ben-Gurion,
describing 
theestablishment
of  the State of  Israel)

More about the Declaration of
the State of Israel
•  On May 14, 1948, Nahum Nir, the deputy 

chair of the Provisional State Council, shared 
a taxi with Zeev Sherf, the secretary of the 
"Situation Committee," who was holding the 
proclamation scroll in his hands. "We were in 
a big rush…and took a taxi," he later recalled. 
"The driver realized what was going on and 
stepped on the gas. And then a policeman 
pulled us over. True to the determination 
characteristic of his profession, he was intent 
on giving the driver a ticket for speeding. We 
had to explain to him that he was stopping the 
'state in the making' and could 'harm the fate 
of the nation'…"

•  David Ben-Gurion read the Proclamation of 
Independence from regular pieces of paper 
because the proclamation had not yet been 
written on the scroll. The signers wrote their 
names on a blank piece of parchment.

•  Only two of the signers were women: Golda 
Meir and Rachel Cohen-Kagan, who was a 
feminist and social activist who fought for 
women's rights in the First Knesset. When 
asked how she felt at the end of the ceremony, 
Cohen-Kagan replied: "How does a bride feel 
under the canopy?"

•  In the days that preceded the declaration, a 
crucial issue emerged: what name would the 
independent Hebrew state have? According 
to testimonies, a bitter argument erupted 
over the proposal to call the state the "Land of 
Israel." There were two reasons for that: one – 
the length of the name; the other – the name 
"Land of Israel" required defining in advance 
which part of the Land of Israel would be 
the entire Land of Israel. It's as if that dispute 
predicted what would occur later on.

Did You Know...?

Photograph: Pridan Moshe, Government Press Office

David Ben-Gurion, the chairman of the People's Council, signing the Proclamation of Independence: 5 Iyar 5708, May 14, 1948 
(Central Zionist Archives)

ISRAEL: LET'S TALK ABOUT IT!
WE HEREBY DECLARE

?
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The flag in Herzl's vision severs itself from the past and marches towards 
a more just future. It is free of the Diaspora mindset and articulates a new 
kind of nationalism. On the other hand, the flag that Wolfson ultimately 
designed draws from thousands of years of Jewish heritage.

•  Which mindset do you relate to more? Why?
•  Did that clash exist in other places when shaping a new nation? Where?
•  If you were to design the Israeli flag, what would it look like?

"…at the entrance to Kiryat Shmona, familiar-strange looking flags were flying 
on four tall flag poles: each one was ordinary, except for the blue which had 
been replaced by pink. It was a protest by the artist, Rachel Giladi, because, 
whether intentionally or not, only male artists had been invited to take part in 
the gathering. Some say that the work is obsolete. Maybe so. But right before the 
taboos collapsed, it was surprising. The sudden femininity of the national flag 
was also funny and thought-provoking. The blue was no longer of longings and 
a 'mountain in the distance,' but rather of gender; and what's more, it was on the 
way to Tel Hai with Trumpeldor's roaring lion…" 
(From: The Fourth Blue, About the Israeli Flag, May 2014, by Marit Ben Israel
An author who writes about multidisciplinary art and legends)

•  What do you think about 
the gender interpretation
that Rachel Giladi gave to
her work?
•  Which colors would you 
choose for the flag?

"We have no flag, and we need one. If we desire to lead 
many men, we must raise a symbol above their heads.
I envision a white flag with seven golden stars. The white 
field symbolizes our pure new life; the stars are the seven 
golden hours of our work day. For the Jews are going to 
their new land under the sign of labor."
"Indeed, we need the seven-hour day as a worldwide 
rallying cry for our people, and it is only right that they 
come voluntarily. This must truly be the chosen land."

(From the book The Jewish State, published by Herzl in 1896, a year 
before the First Zionist Congress)

"At the request of our leader Herzl, I came to Basel to make the 
preparations for the First World Zionist Congress.
Among the many questions that occupied me there was one…
what flag we will hang over the Congress Hall? What colors will 
it have? Since we have no flag, this issue caused me great pain. 
The flag must be designed, but which colors will we choose?
And then an idea struck me: but we do have a flag. It is white 
and blue. The tallit in which we wrap ourselves during prayer – 
that tallit is our coat of arms. Let us take the tallit out of its bag 
and unfurl it before the eyes of Israel and before the eyes of all 
the nations. I ordered a blue and white flag with a Star of David 
woven on it. And that is how our national flag came into being."

(25 years after the First Zionist Congress, David Wolfson, the second president
of the Zionist Organization, described how the Israeli flag was 'born.')

Which symbols did other nations choose to incorporate in their flags? What can you learn from the symbols about 
those nations and their histories? Their heritage? Their character? Does the Israeli flag contain something special that 
the others do not have? On a personal level, what do you feel about the State of Israel's flag? And about the flag of the 
country you live in? What can it teach you about yourself?

?

?

Rachel Giladi, The Flag, Steel Poles and Silk, 1983

FLYING THE FLAG
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"A flag, what is 
that? A stick with 
a rag on it?  No 
sir! A flag is more 
than that. With a 
flag, you can lead 
men wherever you 
want, even to the 
Promised Land."
(Theodor Herzl, in a letter 
of  response to Baron 
Hirsch, March 6, 1895)

The State of Israel's Logo
•  The State of Israel's logo is a shield with a 

seven-branched candelabra in the middle. It is 
flanked on both sides by olive branches and the 
word "Israel" appears on the bottom. 

•  Close to the establishment of the State of Israel, 
the "Symbol and Flag Committee' issued a bid 
asking the residents of the country to propose 
a logo for the new state. 164 people submitted 
450 proposals, out of which the one proposed 
by the Shamir brothers was selected.

•  The use the Shamir brothers made of olive 
branches in their proposal appealed to the 
members of the committee, who preferred 
them over a lulav, etrog and shofar because 
they wanted to avoid symbols of a clearly 
religious nature.

•  The legal and political status of the State of 
Israel's logo was set out in the Flag, Symbol and 
Anthem Law that was passed on May 24, 1949. 

•  Over the years, the logo lost some of its 
standing when various government ministries 
began using their own logos. That process 
reached a peak in 2013 when the Speaker of 
the Knesset announced that a new logo was 
being designed for the Knesset in place of the 
State symbol which it had used until then. 
That sparked a public protest which led several 
ministries to readopt the official State logo.

Did You Know...?
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Listen to a number of renditions of Hatikva, Israel's national 
anthem, and get a sense of the different styles and diverse 
ways the song can be sung. Review the words, delve into the 
meanings of the anthem, and analyze its choice of words.

About the anthem:
Hatikva was initially the anthem of the Zionist 
movement and later became the national anthem of the 
State of Israel. Its lyrics were written by the poet, Naftali 
Herz Imber, in Romania in 1878. It originally had nine 
stanzas, but it was later shortened and its
last lines were replaced with the ones we are familiar 
with today. The song was popular in the colonies 
founded by immigrants from the First Aliyah (wave 
of immigration) in the Land of Israel and following 
the Sixth Zionist Congress in 1903, it was sung at the 
conclusion of every subsequent Zionist Congress. After 
the State of Israel was established, it became the national 
anthem and is sung at all official public and military 
events. Since 2004, it is the national anthem by law.

?
•  Hatikva had, and still has, quite a few opponents. 

Can you guess who they are?
 (Arab Israelis – take issue with the words "a Jewish 

soul"; women's organizations - take issue with the use 
of "Jew" only in the masculine form; Mizrahi Jews – 
take issue with the words "toward the East" because in 
their countries of origin they did not face east towards 
Jerusalem, and they also have reservations about the 
Ashkenazic pronunciation and music; ultra-Orthodox 
Jews – take issue with the fact that the anthem contains 
no religious element; and the national camp - claims 
that we already are a free people in our land.)

•  What is your opinion? Should the anthem 
be revised? Is that the right thing to do?

 If it is, what would you change?
•  Can you compare Hatikva with the anthem 

in your own country? In other countries? 
What do many anthems have in common? 
What is special about our anthem?

ֹּכל עֹוד ַּבֵּלָבב ְּפִניָמה
ֶנֶפׁש ְיהּוִדי הֹוִמָּיה,
ּוְלַפֲאֵתי ִמְזָרח, ָקִדיָמה,
ַעִין ְלִצּיֹון צֹוִפָּיה, 

עֹוד ֹלא ָאְבָדה ִּתְקָוֵתנּו,
ַהִּתְקָוה ַּבת ְׁשנֹות ַאְלַּפִים,
ִלְהיֹות ַעם ָחְפִׁשי ְּבַאְרֵצנּו,
ֶאֶרץ ִצּיֹון ִוירּוָׁשַלִים.

?

Rare documentation of children at a Jewish school in Munkacs 
(Ukraine) singing Hatikva before World War II (a Yad Vashem
video on YouTube)
A rare recording of Bergen-Belsen survivors singing Hatikva on
April 20, 1945 right after the camp was liberated (recorded by a
BBC journalist who visited the camp)
Hatikva performed by Barbra Streisand at the party held for Israel's 
late President, Shimon Peres, on his 90th birthday
Hatikva sung by Shiri Maimon at the 2008 World Cup
qualifying game

Hatikva performed by Kobi Oz and Sarit Haddad

More about Hatikva
•  On the eve of the First Zionist Congress, Theodor Herzl 

and Max Nordau held a contest to select the national 
anthem and promised a large cash prize to the winner. 
However, due to language-related obstacles, most of 
the 43 entries were in German. Nordau summed up 
the frustrating experience in a letter to Herzl: "I have 
spent a bleak day with those songs. They prove that not 
a single one of our talented people (whose existence 
I do not wish to doubt) has an affinity with our idea." 
Nordau called the contestants "miserable amateurs" and 
gave most of the potential anthems a score of 0. Herzl, 
the more generous of the two, was inclined to give them 
a score of 4, but no song won the prize.

•  In 1886, Shmuel Cohen, a new immigrant from 
Romania, was working on a farm in Rishon Le-Zion. 
He came across an anthology of songs that included the 
early lyrics of a song called "Our Hope" by N.H. Imber, 
for which music had not been composed. He leafed 
through the anthology and took particular interest 
in that song. Cohen, who was also an amateur singer, 
apparently adapted a melody to "Our Hope" that was 
based on a popular Romanian folk song, which he 
knew from his childhood in the village of Ungheni. The 
melody, originally called "The Ox Driven Cart," was an 
old-time favorite in Romania. A Romanian by the name 
of G. Popovitz composed the music to it and other 
Romanian folk songs.

•  In 1958, on the tenth anniversary of the State of Israel, 
someone reported to the then Prime Minister, David 
Ben-Gurion, that the conductor Gary Bertini had 
improvised when the orchestra played Hatikva at 
the World Bible Quiz. The 'old man' (Ben-Gurion's 
nickname) demanded that the person responsible be 
severely reprimanded for "playing supposedly improved 
anthems that were tasteless and offensive." It turned 
out, however, that it hadn't been an improvisation after 
all. Rather, due to poor lighting, the musicians in the 
orchestra were simply unable to see the conductor.

Did You Know...?"Whether good or bad, whether 
easy or difficult, whether cheap 
or expensive, this is my land!"
(Ze'ev Jabotinsky)

12

OUR HOPE IS NOT YET LOST

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D3zA7ihcXGzQ%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DsyUSmEbGLs4.%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DLk4uZdAqjJY%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DzbHMf4e6ehU%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4eqn9onTjxc%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4eqn9onTjxc%20
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"I once called Zionism an infinite 
ideal, and I truly believe that even 
after attaining our country, the Land 
of  Israel, it will not cease to be an 
ideal. Zionism, as I see it, includes 

not only our aspiration for that Promised Land 
as a commandment for our unfortunate people, 
but also an aspiration for moral and spiritual 
perfection." (Theodor Herzl)

14 15

I am a Zionist  / By Yair Lapid
An article that appeared in Yedioth Ahronoth in 2009

I am a Zionist.  I believe that the birthplace of the Jewish 
people was in the Land of Israel, although somewhat belatedly. 
Had they heard the alarm clock go off, there would have 
been no Holocaust and my dead grandfather - the one I'm 
named after - would have been able to dance a final waltz with 
grandma on the banks of the Yarkon River.
I am a Zionist.  Hebrew is the language I use to thank the 
Creator and also to curse at the traffic light. The nudnik who 
calls me 'brother' really is my brother. The Bible not only 
contains my history, but also my geography: King Saul looked 
for the mules on Highway 443, Jonah the Prophet boarded 
the ship in Jaffa not from Margaret Tayar's restaurant, and the 
balcony from which David spied on Bathsheba has surely been 
bought up by some oligarch.
I am a Zionist.  I burst into tears the first time I saw my son 
wearing an IDF uniform. I haven't missed the torch lighting 
ceremony on Independence Day for years now, and my 
television may come from Korea, but I taught it to cheer our 
national team.
I am a Zionist. I believe in our right to this land. People 
who were persecuted throughout history for no reason have 
the right to a state of their own plus a free F-16 from the 
manufacturer. Every display of anti-Semitism from London to 
Mumbai causes me pain, but deep in my heart I think that Jews 
who choose to live abroad fail to understand something very 
basic about the world. The State of Israel was not established 
so that anti-Semites would disappear, but rather in order to tell 
them to take a hike.
I am a Zionist. I was shot at in Lebanon, a Katyusha rocket 
missed me by a few meters in Kiryat Shmona, and missiles 
landed near my house during the Gulf War. I was on the 
boulevard when the air raid sirens were activated, terrorists 
blew themselves up not far from my parents' house, and 
my children sat in a bomb shelter before they knew how to 
pronounce their names, clinging to a grandmother who came 
here from Poland to escape death. Nonetheless, I feel fortunate 
to be living here and no other place really suits me.

I am a Zionist. I think that everyone who lives here should 
serve in the army, vote in the elections, and know the lyrics of 
at least one Shalom Hanoch song. I think that the State of Israel 
is not just a place, but also an idea. And I firmly believe in the 
three additional commandments inscribed on the wall of the 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC: "Thou shall 
not be a perpetrator, thou shall not be a bystander, and thou 
shall not be a victim." 
I am a Zionist. I have already laid on my back at the Vatican 
to admire the Sistine Chapel. I bought a postcard at the 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, and was deeply impressed by 
the small Emerald Buddha at the Wat Phra Kaew temple in 
Bangkok. But I still believe that Tel Aviv is more entertaining, 
that the Red Sea is greener, and that the Western Wall tunnels 
offer a much more powerful spiritual experience. Granted, I'm 
not objective. But I'm also not objective about my wife and 
children.
I am a Zionist. I am a man of tomorrow who also lives his 
past. My dynasty includes Moses, Jesus, Maimonides, Sigmund 
Freud, Karl Marx, Albert Einstein, Woody Allen, Bobby Fischer, 
Bob Dylan, Franz Kafka, Herzl and Ben-Gurion. I am part of 
a tiny and persecuted minority that has influenced the world 
more than any other people. While others invested their energy 
in blood and fire, we had the sense to invest it in wisdom.
I am a Zionist. I often look around me and am filled with pride 
because I live better than a billion Indians, than 1.3 billion 
Chinese, than the whole African continent, than 250 million 

Indonesians, than the Thais, the Filipinos, the Russians and 
the Ukrainians, and better than the entire Muslim world, apart 
from the Sultan of Brunei. I live in a country under siege that 
has no natural resources, yet the traffic lights always work and 
the computers have a broadband Internet connection. And "if 
I forget thee Jerusalem, may my right hand wither" - but forget 
about finding a parking spot.
I am a Zionist. Zionism comes natural to me, just like being a 
father, a husband and a son. People who claim that they, and 
only they, represent the 'true Zionism' are ridiculous in my 
eyes. My Zionism is not measured by the size of my kippa, the 
neighborhood I live in or the party I vote for. It was born a long 
time before I was, on a snowy street in the Budapest ghetto 
where my father stood and tried, in vain, to understand why 
the whole world was trying to kill him.
I am a Zionist. Every time an innocent victim dies, I bow my 
head because I, too, was once an innocent victim. I have no 
desire or intention to adopt the moral standards of my enemies. 
I do not want to be like them. I do not live by my sword; I just 
keep it under my pillow.
I am a Zionist. I not only share the right of our forefathers, 
but also the obligation of their sons. Even though the people 
who established this state lived and worked under much 
worse conditions than I do, they did not make do with merely 
surviving. They also attempted to create a better, wiser, and 
more humane and ethical country. They were prepared to die 
for that cause, and I try to live for it.

12 REASONS WHY

Photograph: Ohayon Avi, Government Press Office
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Yair Lapid  / born 1963
is a member of the Knesset and the founder and chairman of the "Yesh Atid" 
party. He served as Minister of Finance in the 33rd Government of Israel. He 
is an author, journalist, screenwriter, director, actor, playwright, lyricist and 
former TV host. He wrote "I am a Zionist" when working as a columnist for 
the newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth, before going into Israeli politics. 

•  Yair Lapid declares "I am Zionist" 12 times and explains why. 
Which of his reasons can you relate to in particular?

•  Can you write your own "I am Zionist?"
•  In what way is the Zionist identity of a Jew who was born and 

lives in Israel different from the Zionist identity of a Jew who 
was born and lives outside Israel?

•  Do they have more in common than not, or the other way 
around?

Making aliyah to the Land of Israel – fulfilling a dream
of generations 
Since their exile from the Land of Israel, and throughout all the 
generations, Jews have aspired to return from their places of exile to 
the land of their forefathers. That aspiration was founded on a deep 
belief that the act of immigration. as athalta degeula, would hasten the 
complete redemption and bring the days of the Messiah closer. For 
centuries, immigration to the Land of Israel was deemed the substance 
and essence of Zionism. Many considered immigration to the Land 
of Israel a tangible expression of their commitment as Jews. Even 
when making aliyah later to the State of Israel – in their minds and a 
strong motivation for doing so was that they were, first and foremost, 
immigrating to the Land of Israel. (From the Jewish Agency for Israel website)

•  According to the Jewish Agency website, "many 
considered immigration to the Land of Israel a tangible 
expression of their commitment as Jews." Can one deduce 
from that statement that those Jews who do not make 
aliyah to Israel are less committed to their Judaism? 

•  What is the meaning behind the following statement: 
"Even when making aliyah later to the State of Israel - in 
their minds and a strong motivation for doing so was that 
they were, first and foremost, immigrating to the Land of 
Israel."

Absorbing new immigrants has been one of the main objectives of the 
State of Israel since its founding and is a top priority of the Government 
of Israel. A large number of immigrants and their absorption are not 
only primary goals of the nation and the State, but also a tremendous 
vehicle for advancing the country. Even the Proclamation of 
Independence, drafted when the State of Israel was established, makes 
reference to that: "The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration 
and for the Ingathering of the Exiles." It also makes an appeal to the 
Jewish people: "We appeal to the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora 
to rally around the Jews of Eretz-Israel in the tasks of immigration and 
upbuilding and to stand by them in the great struggle for the realization 
of the age-old dream - the redemption of Israel."

אני ציוני אני ציוני

12 REASONS WHY WE'VE COME TO STAY

More about Herzl, the First Zionist Congress and 
Herzl's visit in the Land of Israel
•  When Herzl arrived in Basel in 1897 right 

before the start of the First Zionist Congress, he 
learned that the local organizers had rented a 
run-down beer cellar for the event. He cancelled 
the contract and rented a different venue and the 
Congress was held at the Municipal Casino hall.

•  Herzl believed that Jews would speak German in 
their new homeland because "in Hebrew we are 
even unable to buy a train ticket." As for Yiddish, 
Herzl considered it the "jargon of the ghetto."

•  Regarding the relations between the different 
branches of government, Herzl wrote the 
following in the Jewish State: "We will not 
give our religious leaders even the smallest 
opportunity to fulfill their aspirations…we shall 
keep them in the confines of their temples…
because their interference will only bring disaster 
from within and from without."

•  The famous 
photograph of the 
meeting between 
Herzl and the German 
Emperor Wilhelm II 
near Mikve Israel is 
a photomontage that 
was fabricated in a lab. 
David Wolfson, who 
took the picture, was 
shaking with excitement 

and only managed to capture the Emperor's 
silhouette and Herzl's left foot.

•  Herzl's last public speech, made at the Sixth 
Zionist Congress, ended with a slow raising of 
his hand and the following words (in Hebrew): 
"If I forget thee Jerusalem, may my right hand 
wither." 

Did You Know...? "No man is strong enough 
or rich enough to move 
a people from one home 
to another. Only an idea 

can do so. The idea of  a state has 
such power. During all the darkness 
of  their history, the Jews never 
stopped dreaming the dream 
of  sovereignty – "Next year in 
Jerusalem!" - is our ancient motto. 
We now have to show that from this 
dream may grow an idea as bright as 
daylight." (Theodor Herzl – The Jewish State)

ISRAEL: LET'S TALK ABOUT IT!

Photograph: Haim Zach, Government Press Office
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? More  about immigration to the Land 
of Israel
•  Around 650,000 people made aliyah 

during the State of Israel's first three 
years. Most of them were refugees from 
Europe and Arab countries who together 
doubled the existing population! This 
was unprecedented compared to other 
countries that absorbed new immigrants.

•  The Law of Return, which was passed 
in 1950, grants every Jew the right to 
immigrate to Israel and automatically 
receive Israeli citizenship. The Law of 
Return is unique to the State of Israel 
and no other country in the world has 
a comparable law. https://knesset.gov.
il/laws/special/eng/return.htm (The 
Law of Return – taken from the Knesset 
website)

•  Between the end of the 1970's and 
the end of the 1980's, the majority 
of Ethiopian Jews came to Israel in 
a number of covert immigration 
operations. About 4,000 Ethiopian 
Jews lost their lives during the arduous 
journey in the desert.

•  In the 1990's, after the former Soviet 
Union unlocked its gates, over one 
million immigrants came to Israel. 
That aliyah has changed the face of 
Israeli society and made a significant 
contribution to the economy, science, 
culture and sports.

•  Since the founding of the State and 
up to the present, around 3,200,000 
immigrants have come to Israel.

Did You Know...?

1918

 One should always live in the Land״
of Israel, even in a city where the 
majority are idol worshippers, and 
not live outside Israel, even in a city 
where the majority are Jews.  Because 
he who leaves the Land of Israel is 
regarded as if he worships idols.״
(Maimonides, Hilchot Melachim/Law of Kings)

"It's a matter of free will. I truly 
believe that I shouldn't interfere 
in these matters. Each person 
needs to know if the time has 
come for him to make aliyah."
(Rabbi Avraham Weill, the chief rabbi of 
Toulouse)

• Maimonides, one of the 
greatest Jewish scholars 
of all time who lived in 
Spain in the 12th century, 
ruled that a person should 
never "live outside the 
Land of Israel," whereas a 
contemporary rabbi like 

Rabbi Weill says "it's a matter of free 
will" and that he "shouldn't interfere in 
these matters." What is your opinion? 
Should leaders of Jewish communities 
overseas and/or heads of organizations 
and Israeli leaders take a clear public 
stand on aliyah to Israel? Why?
• What do you think about Rabbi 
Kahane's fear that as soon as Jews 
move to Israel they are lost spiritually?

The large waves of immigration to Israel that began at the end of the 19th century 
and continue with varying intensity until this very day have facilitated the State's 
development and enhanced its strength. In the absence of them, the Jewish community 
in the Land of Israel would have remained small and lacked any real abilities. 
Having said that, over the years aliyah has been the subject of various controversies:

"So Why Don't You Come to the Land of Israel?"
Eliezer Hayoun attended the Conference of European Rabbis

"Why don't you, in your own voices, simply tell the members of your 
communities to make aliyah to Israel? That is what I asked the rabbis of the 
communities and their answers were altogether unexpected…" 
(Haredim 10 website, May 15, 2015)

"Europe is becoming more Muslim, hundreds of anti-Semitic incidents have been 
reported in the press, and the community center is fortified with army and police 
like the Bastille. So why don't the rabbis appeal to their congregants to move to 
Israel? Rabbi Kahane, the rabbi of a congregation in Germany, told me, almost 
jokingly, that the unofficial answer is that if members of the Jewish community 
make aliyah – the rabbi will be out of a job because a congregation without Jews 
doesn't need a rabbi. What will the rabbi eat? That answer isn't entirely incorrect. 
But Rabbi Kahane says that there is a more 'official' answer and it too is correct: 
'There are Jews in the community who can be drawn closer to Judaism even if they 
are distant from it now. If they move to Israel, the probability of them getting closer 
to Judaism is lower.' Rabbi Kahane's answers reflect the views of some leaders of the 
ultra-Orthodox community in the Land of Israel, who came out against the aliyah 
of European Jews for fear they would be lost spiritually…"
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Binyamin Zeev 
Lyrics: Yankele Rotblit, Music: Yair Rosenblum

Wipe the dirt from your eyes, Binyamin Zeev
Wipe the dirt from your eyes, put your hand on 
your heart
And tell me, is this what you saw? Is this what you 
envisioned? Is this what you wanted?
I take a 100 shekel bill, look at the picture
I'm looking at you closely, the visionary of the State
Such a dear Jew with a beard down to his chest
Such a thin Jew – where does his strength to be a 
visionary come from?

Binyamin Zeev, the first Hebrew thief is already
out on parole
And at night a Hebrew queen works the streets
And a Hebrew policeman smuggles some hash
into jail (Just in case you want to know – and if
you will it, it is no dream)

Wipe the dirt from your eyes, Binyamin Zeev

The futurist, David Passig
(An excerpt from The Everest – A Magazine for Successful Executives)

"The Jews began forming into a people over 3,500 years ago. The religious narrative 
was always the dominant one in their evolving identity. Only at the end of the 19th 
century, in the early days of Zionism, did Jews begin the political-national chapter 
in their history. It is becoming increasingly clear that the greatest accomplishment 
of this political effort is the fact that within just 100 years of founding the political 
entity (the State of Israel), the Jews will manage to reverse a 3,500-year-old 
history – the majority of the Jews will reside in one consolidated region, speak one 
language and have one dominant ethnic identity (sabras). It is important to note 
that the identity of the Jews who will live in Zion in the future, unlike the identity 
of the Jews when dispersed in the Diaspora for thousands of years, will be shaped 
primarily by the covenant of fate – the fate in the Diaspora and the fate of the days 
of rebirth. The establishment of the State was made possible because many streams 
among the Jews put aside the future image that each one had about what it should 
look like. They did so in order to enlist all the forces available for building the 
physical foundations of the political entity.
However, a people cannot be sustained over time solely on a covenant of fate. They 
need a covenant of mission. As I see it, the Jewish people in Israel will be able to 
start the process of examining their mission only when the majority of Jews will live 
in one region. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that until the majority of Jews 
live in Zion, we will continue to squabble over many issues, such as who is a Jew 
and religion and state, without reaching any results.
Only when the majority of Jews will live in Zion will they have the collective moral 
strength, mental strength and emotional strength to address the most difficult 
question of all, which we have waited to deal with for 2,000 years: what is the 
mission of the Jewish people in a modern and democratic state? What should 
the mission of a people be whose religious, historical and national narrative join 
together and do not compete in order to cancel each other out?

•  What is your understanding of the concepts "covenant of fate" and "covenant 
of mission?" With who else can you have these kinds of covenants? What 
other kinds of covenants do people make between themselves?

•  Why will the process of examining the "covenant of mission" of the Jewish 
people be possible only after the majority of Jews live in Zion? Can't the 
examination and definition of the mission start now?

•  In your opinion, what is the mission of the Jewish people in a modern and 
democratic state? Do we have a mission that is different than that of other 
peoples?

?

In 2013, a company named Creatives announced a contest called Israel 
at 100. The contestants had to design a poster for the State of Israel's 
centennial – a poster that would make it possible to predict / envision 
/ seek to create something and convey the poster designer's personal 
take on t he contest theme. The competition ended in February 2014. 
115 designers rose to the challenge and designed posters in a wide 
array of styles and containing a variety of messages. All the posters 
appear on the http://creatives.co.il/contests/israel100/ website.

Using a smartphone or projector, access the website, 'stroll' around and 
become familiar with the different posters.

•  Choose the poster that most speaks to you. Why did you 
choose that one over the others?

•  Is Israel's existence guaranteed? What is our role as 
Jews-Zionists in securing the State of Israel's continued 
existence??

איתן גרין Almóg Shémesh

Shir Zalzbergשי אסנפר

ISRAEL AT 100

"The best way to predict your future 
is to create it" (Abraham Lincoln)

?

•  You tell me: is this what you saw? Is this 
what you envisioned? Is this what you 
wanted?

•  Try and imagine, in Israel's centennial year, 
will Herzl be satisfied? What will he be 
satisfied about? And what not?

•  If it were up to you, what would you wish 
Israel for its 100th anniversary? What's in 
first place? What's in second place?

•  Can you imagine what will the Israeli 
public will be occupied with?

•  What are your apocalyptic prophecies 
regarding the future of the State of Israel? 
And what promising visions do you have?

•  What will Israel-Diaspora relations look 
like? What will characterize them?

•  How do you envision Israel's centennial 
celebrations?

2120

For the group leader:
 you can plan an activity in which the participants create 
their own poster of Israel at 100. To do that, you will need 
to prepare sheets of paper, different kinds of crayons, 
construction paper, scissors, etc. in advance. The posters can 
be made individually or in small groups. When finished, the 
participants should share how they made their posters with 
the rest of the group. You can also appoint a 'panel of judges' 
and turn the activity into a contest. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D5j9lusGRcJ4
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Our Work is Still Not Done
Professor Asa Kasher

"We tend to say that the State of Israel was established on the 5th of 
Iyar, 5708. Accordingly, the precise name of the "Proclamation of 
Independence" is the "Declaration of the Establishment of the State 
of Israel." On that day, the State of Israel was founded as a political 
and legal entity. However, the process of forming the State, in the full 
sense of this historic expression, began on that day and has not ended 
to this very day. We have not yet finished establishing the State.

We have not finished extracting the Jewish People from the Diaspora,
We have not finished extracting the Diaspora from the Jewish People,
We have not finished establishing the internal relations of the State, 
including its identity and its constitution,
We have not finished establishing the external relations of the State, 
especially those between us and the neighboring nations.

Therefore, each one of us can still take part in the historic process of 
establishing the State. Each one of us can still assume responsibility 
for a part of this uplifting process. The Holiday of Independence, 
whether through a ceremony or through a text, can also be an 
expression of this."

•  How do you feel about Asa Kasher's claim that the process of 
establishing the State is not yet over?

•  What, in your opinion, do the following statements mean: "We have 
not finished extracting the Jewish People from the Diaspora; we have 
not finished extracting the Diaspora from the Jewish People." Will 
we ever finish? Is finishing the right thing to do?

•  What other tasks are ahead of us?
•  Kasher claims that anyone can assume responsibility for a part of 

the process of establishing the State. What responsibility would you 
assume, if any…?

Asa Kasher / born 1940
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Tel Aviv University who 
researches the pragmatics of language and professional ethics. He is 
also one of the authors of The Spirit of the IDF and a recipient of the 
Israel Prize in Philosophy. OUR WORK IS STILL NOT DONE



Look for us on    – The Department for Diaspora Activities

For more about Zionism and all the materials published by the Department: www.beit-haam.com


