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Not by right of might we have returned to the
land of our forefathers, but by the might of right.
...where all its inhabitants, citizens and
foreigners alike, shall live in liberty and justice,
in camaraderie and peace!”
(From Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset:
“We Have Obtained the Atchalta De’Geulah
[beginning of redemption], We Shall Carry the Vision
of Full Redemption,” April 22nd, 1958)

Why do we live in Israel? Is it because we have no other land?
Or is it the actualization of the Zionist vision? Or is it anti-Semitism?
Some who live in the Diaspora would say, “Zionism, over the years,
has become an embarrassing word, and the State of Israel - a burden.”
In his speech in London, on July 6, 1886, Binyamin Ze’ev Herzl said, “The Jews want their own state where they can finally live and
thrive as free people.” He concluded his speech with the hope that someday the State will carry forth the honor and happiness
of the Jewish people….
The Jewish State was established: a modern state, with many achievements, yet still struggling for its existence. Does it fulfill
Herzl’s vision? Does it, in fact, carry the honor and happiness of Jews in Israel and abroad?
Is it really the Jewish “Beit Ha’am” (Home of the People) and if so, how?
The “Beit Ha’am” program was developed by the World Zionist Organization Department for Diaspora Activities, with the intention
of encouraging dialogue about the meaning of Zionism in the 21st century, the question whether the Zionist vision has been
accomplished, the role of the State of Israel towards those who live abroad, and what the shared vision is.
By using diverse contents, including traditional and modern texts, movie clips, works of art, games, etc. we wish to promote a
vibrant, critical, and relevant discussion concerning elements of Zionist identity in the 21st century.
We invite you to discuss the meaning of political independence for the people living in Zion, and the reciprocal relationship
between Jews who live in Israel and those who live in the Diaspora.
This is an opportunity for everyone, independent of prior knowledge, to learn, think, discuss, contemplate, and become familiar
with what Zionism means to him or her.
The “Beit Ha’am” program currently exists in Hebrew, English, Spanish, and Portuguese, and will be translated into other languages
by request. Our staff will be happy to receive comments and ideas that may help us continue to develop further tools to enhance
the Zionist narrative.
We wish you a meaningful experience, Gusti Yehoshua Braverman

Not by the right of might but by the might of right
Menachem Begin, born to a Zionist Jewish family in the
town of Brisk in Poland, was the head of the BETAR
Zionist youth movement in Poland, commander of the
IRGUN (Etzel—The National Military Organization, one
of the Jewish underground movements fighting for the
liberation of the Land of Israel from British Mandate rule),
Israel’s sixth Prime Minister, and a Nobel Peace Prize
laureate. Following the establishment of the State, he
founded the HERUT (Freedom) Movement, a nationalliberal movement which became the main opposition
party to the rule of Mapai and the Histadrut-linked parties
during the first 29 years of modern Israel’s existence.
Upon his election as Prime Minister in May 1977, Prime
Minister Menachem Begin strove to realize his nationalliberal social and economic vision by enacting policies
combining free market principles with social welfare;
emphasizing the State’s Jewish identity; strengthening its
hold over the various parts of the homeland and making
peace along its borders. He also initiated military actions
for the sake of its national security and made efforts to
fortify the rule of law, freedom, and democracy.
In September 1983 Begin announced his resignation as
Prime Minister and remained secluded in his home until
his passing on 4 Adar II 5752 (March 9, 1992). A huge
crowd escorted his coffin on its way to the Mount of
Olives in Jerusalem, where he was laid to rest.

Photographer: Al Gilbert.
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Assembling the Nation Return to Zion

An excerpt from of Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset following the
government’s announcement concerning the Gathering of the Exiles, on 3 Tevet,
5725 (December 8, 1964), Knesset protocols:

(

“Not for the first time do we discuss, here in Israel, this wondrous vision, unlike any other in the history of nations, of
the return to Zion, of the gathering of our exiles, of the unification of our dispersed people; nor is it the first time that
we are discussing the process of realizing this prophesy—from the four corners of the world to the land given to our
forefathers, to Abraham and his descendants, to us and to our sons in the Covenant with Abraham, and it is all ours
from ancient times to eternity, even with the pain, and torment, and difficulties it entails.”

The Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15:7-21):

“He also said to him, ‘I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take
possession of it…’ As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over
him. Then the Lord said to him, ‘Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a
country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there…When the sun had set and darkness had
fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day the Lord made
a covenant with Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates.’”

1. What do you think of the
connection Begin makes
between the Return to Zion and
our ancestor Abraham and the
Covenant made with Abraham?
2. What is so special and
wonderful about returning to
Zion?

3. Do you think the goal of “gathering our
exiles and unifying our dispersed people”
justifies the hardships and torments that
Begin references?
4. Does the prophetic vision of gathering
the exiles in the Land of Israel have
relevance today, in our global world?
5. Should aliyah [immigration to Israel]
still constitute a central focus in Jewish/
Zionist education?
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The State of Israel as a Safe Haven for World Jewry

An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset concerning aliyah
from North Africa, (September 1, 1955), Knesset Protocols:
“Mr. Chairman, our State has endured, and will continue to endure, many tests: tests of blood and tears, of life and
death. However, there is no test graver and more exalted than the test of saving brothers. This is the test we currently
face. This time troubles have come upon our brethren in the countries of North Africa, and especially in Morocco…
These are the conditions today, and under these conditions, we must bring our brethren to Israel. Let us all together
make a combined effort. If you are willing to subtract from the development budget, I say so explicitly: pikuach nefesh
[saving a life] not only overrules the Sabbath, but also the long-term future planning of our economy. Let us extend a
hand unto our brothers in exile—and I suggest we all do so, supporters and opponents of the government alike. This
is not a question of coalition or opposition. Let us call forth our nation in order to undertake the extraordinary effort
necessary to rescue our brethren.”

An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech following the announcement by the
Prime Minister regarding the cancellation of military rule over Israeli Arabs, on 3
Heshvan, 5724 (October 21, 1966), Knesset Protocols:
“This land is the historic homeland of the Jewish people, and when we speak of Jewish aliyah we means the return
to our homeland. The Soviet Union must allow Jews in its territory to proclaim who among them wishes to return to
the Jewish People’s historic homeland. We can be sure they will find a way to determine who wants to make aliyah
and return…No one wishes to jeopardize any governing body in the world in view of Israel’s national interests.
However, our people cannot give up—following the destruction of a third of our members—a quarter of those
remaining or accept their separation from us. Every good and freedom-seeking person should continue to demand
these rights. Not just for our sake, but for the sake of all humanity, it would be good to have a sympathetic ear for this
call from Jerusalem concerning the Jews of the Soviet Union.”
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1. What do you think of Begin’s call to action to bring Jews from North
Africa and the (former) Soviet Union to Israel?
2. Do you think there are countries today in which the Jewish community
is threatened? What defines, in your opinion, a Jewish community at
risk?
Is your community threatened, at present, or could it be at risk at any
time in the future, and whom would you expect to intervene in such a
situation?
3. Does Israel hold the sole responsibility to offer assistance, or is it the
responsibility of the entire Jewish People? Does the state of Israel have
a duty to bring Jews to Israel, even while endangering its soldiers, as
was the case during the aliyah from Ethiopia?
4. Is the state of Israel still perceived as a “haven” by the young Jewish
generation around the world?
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I am a Jew
The All-Stars Project
Lyrics: MC Fish, Kobi Oz, Axum & Lenny Solomon
Music: Lenny Solomon

And, Bro, nothing could ever break me
My soul is a fragment of an eternal light
TIKUN OLAM – that’s what I’m about
That’s how I was born – I am a Jew.
Simply a Jew and like all other faiths
I have my festivals, Shabbat, customs and Mitzvot
And, ‘we all are sure that our way is right
Ultimately, we are all Jews before the Almighty.

When I ask myself “Who am I?”
I’m a tad Sephardic, a tad Ashkenazi
A touch of Israeli and a drop of Diaspori….
I may be Dati or secular indeed but…
Deep inside I’m a Jew & that’s unique.
No better than others nor worse
Simply a Jew.

At times – a soldier, at times – a student
I have lots of history and an eye for the future
Sometimes I’m Hassid and sometimes Missnaged
Earthly or spiritual but… forever a Jew & that’s unique.
No worse and no better, just a tad different
Simply a Jew

I really fear those who just hate
I love my country and I love my people
I traveled here and there and everywhere
and I have two opinions on any topic,
sometimes even three….
Cause I am a Jew & that’s unique
No worse and no better, just a tad different
Simply a Jew.

And now, here I am, back from afar
So we can all live together as one
To feel that I’m safe and free to enjoy
To live here in comfort away from all threats
Cause I am a Jew & that’s unique
No better than others nor worse
Simply a Jew.

Scan code for song.

The writers and performers of this song are young artists
who come from different backgrounds (Sephardic,
Ashkenazi, Israeli born, new immigrants etc.)
1. What typifies their perception concerning the issue of
“Who is a Jew”?
2. How does this perception differ from the classic,
traditional perceptions concerning the issue of “Who is
a Jew”?
3. Do you identify with the words of this song? What
was meaningful to you? Please explain.
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We Came to this Land to Build and to Be Built

An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s Mission Statement, World View and National
View, 1952:

“And when we proclaim the aspiration to unify the nation, let us not fear to turn our eyes towards the Diaspora,
as well, where we may discover findings typical of a ‘normal Diaspora.’ This Diaspora, too, may provide millions
of citizens to the Jewish homeland…Most of them will not abandon conditions of poverty over there…and when
they come to us, they will not find a life of wealth. For the moment, they are not facing severe malice or intentional
disinheritance. There is no shame in admitting that all these factors forever did, and will continue to play an important
part in the historical process of unifying the nation…However, ‘man shall not live on gold alone’… There is no doubt
that a significant number of Jews who live in the ‘normal Diaspora’ would be willing, at least for the spiritual sake of
their sons, to forgo certain of their possessions in the material world, in favor of certain things in the spiritual realm,
which they could only obtain in a world of national freedom.”

Photographer: Herman Chanania, GPO.
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1. In this section, Begin does not mention the source for the “aspiration
to unify the nation.” Where, in your opinion, does it derive from?
2. What do you think Begin is referring to with the term? “’normal
Diaspora’?” Why do you think he uses quotation marks for this term?
3. Do you also think there is no a shame for Jews to not immigrate to
Israel due to stressful conditions?
4. What does Begin mean when he notes that Jews would be willing
to leave the Diaspora for “the spiritual sake of their sons”? Do you
agree with him that this is a good enough reason to make Aliyah?
5. What characterizes and what is unique about the life of a Jew in
the State of Israel? Is Aliyah an option you would consider, and what
would be your reasons when making this decision?

Photographer: Herman Chanania, GPO.
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Israel’s Right to Security

An excerpt from the preface written by Menachem Begin for Dr. Eliyahu BenElissar’s book, The Extermination Conspiracy, Idanim Press, 1978:

“And the lesson for the future should be: if an enemy of the Jews says he wishes to exterminate them, do not
underestimate him, do not mock, and do not doubt…believe him. This enemy wishes to destroy the Jews. Be always
prepared for that crucial day, but never again say: this is not serious.”

An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech concerning the political and security
situation on the eve of the Six-Day War, on 12 Iyyar, 5727 (May 22, 1967), Knesset
Protocols:
“Our people do not wish for bloodshed. In our generation, it made (or was forced to make) a blood sacrifice, unlike
any other, ever since man walked the earth. Under no circumstances will we allow the spilling of Jewish blood in
the land of our ancestors, the core of our soul, or with any infringement upon our national sovereignty, hostile acts,
invasions or landmines.
Against
such
aggression
we shall use our full right to
national self-defense as it is
1. Does the “blood sacrifice” forced on the Jewish People
acknowledged by international
justify more, less, or at all, its right to national self-defense in
law… And as for our people’s
the Land of Israel?
resilience vis a vis the enemy, we
2. People are still being killed today and sacrifices are still
will stand united, unified behind
being made - Does defending the state of Israel and the Jewish
people’s right to live in it, justify it?
our children, with full faith that
3. When Begin refers to the Jewish People standing behind its
they, our sons and daughters
defenders, do you think he refers only to those living in Israel or
will deter the enemy from any
to all the Jews in the world? Is it important for Jews around the
aggression, or eradicate it.”

world to stand behind Israel’s security forces, and if so, why?
4. Do the Jews of the Diaspora defend the State of Israel, and
if so, how?
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An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset following the
government’s announcement of liberating the hostages from the Air France flight
in Uganda, on 6 Tamuz, 5736 (July 4, 1976), Knesset Protocols:
Background information: Operation Entebbe was a military action carried out by the Israel Defense Forces
in Uganda on July 4, 1976, to rescue 105 Jewish and Israeli passengers, and Air France crewmembers,
taken hostage by terrorists during their flight from Israel to France.
“And today especially, Mr. Chairman, let us call out to our Arab neighbors in the Land of Israel: you now
realize that this nation cannot be alarmed. This nation shall prevail. We call upon you to make peace. Do
not raise your hand against an Israeli soldier and he will give you peace in return.
Let us build this land together for the glory of the world. Do not try to spill more
Jewish blood, for we, in this generation, have made a sacred oath over the blood of
our slaughtered mothers, our butchered fathers, our strangled babies, and our heroic
fighters to never forsake the honor of the Jew or his blood.
We are not an empire. We are but a small nation, and our country is small. And
when we wish to express our love for Israel we sing about ‘Artzenu Ha’ktantonet’
[Our Tiny Country]. Thus we love our
motherland. And yet, after all that has
befallen the Jewish People throughout
the generations, especially the last one,
1. How do you understand the concept “Jewish
we still say to all nations: should a man
honor”? What is “forsaken Jewish honor”?
rise up and declare ‘I am a Jew,’ and
2. Why do you think it was important for Begin to
be persecuted for this, or humiliated,
state that we are not an empire? Is this statement
or threatened, or abducted, or face
still relevant today? Whose interest is it that Israel be
any danger - we shall stand behind him
perceived as an empire? To whom does he direct his
with all our might until he is redeemed
statement?
and brought back to safety.”

3. Read the song “All Your Wonders” (Our Tiny
Country),” written by Yoram Tehar Lev, and express
your opinion: what sort of thoughts and feelings does
this song evoke?
4. Why does Begin mention this song in his speech?
Do you identify with the reason for mentioning it?
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Scan code for song.

All your wonders…
Lyrics: Yoram Tehar – Lev
Music: Rami Kleinshtein.
Our tiny, beautiful land
A shirtless, barefoot homeland
Embrace me in your song, my pretty bride
Open your gates and let me in with the grace of God
Under the shade of trees, far from the sun
Let us plant our roots into the heart of this land
Into the splendor of the streams and the innocence of wells
A nameless homeland and an orphan Gypsy
All your wonders are yet to shine
And the song is yet to flow
And my heart is yet to beat at night
Whispering through the silence:
You’re my one and only
You’re my one, a mother and a child
You are just my little….
The little that is left
With our clothes we carry the fragrance of the countryside
With the bells of our hearts the herds will ring
Through the calming silence and the lovely ray of light
Let us walk, barefoot in the light…
All your wonders are yet to shine

10

The State of Israel as a Jewish Democratic State

Definitions according to the Even-Shoshan dictionary, New and Updated version
for the Second Millennium (2003):

State:
1. A country whose residents are under
a legislative and independent central
government.
2. The secular civil rule in a country, contrary
to rule by religious or church authorities.

Photographer: Herman Chanania, GPO.

Jew/Jewish:
1. Israelite, a member of Israel, a member
of the People of Israel.
2. A member of the tribe of Judea or from
the Land of Judea.
3. That which pertains to a Jew, or to an
Israeli.
Democratic:
That which is according to the principles
and spirit of democracy, based on the
equality of rights for all members of society.
Religion:
1. Faith, belief, the articles of a faith and its
commandments.
2. Law, rule.
Nation:
A People, a Nation, a collective of human beings who stem from a similar origin and experience a similar fate in their
history. Usually also speak the same language and mostly live in one country.
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A. Religion and Nationality
Excerpts from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset during a discussion
concerning “Who Is a Jew?” on 3 Adar I, 5730 (February 9, 1970), Knesset Minutes
(“Divrei HaKnesset”):
“…The idea that a State should comprised of one nationality and one ethnicity is immoral…a free State can be multinational, with members of all nationalities having equal civil rights…
Our state can have members of different nationalities, different religions, but in terms of citizenship they are all equal.
This is our belief…
…Most nations, if not all, are comprised of many religions. Most religions, if not all, are comprised of many nationalities.
The Jewish People is of a single religion. The Jewish religion is of a single nationality. This is the truth, this is
history, that is the difference…For a Jew there was never a separation between nationality and religion. This lack of
separation does not mean compulsory religiosity - this is forbidden, one cannot coerce it – however, in terms of the
two concepts: nationality and religion, there is no separation. No separation between Jewish nationality and Jewish
religion or between Jewish religion and Jewish nationality.
...anyone who rules or determines or legislates to separate between nationality and religion for Jews, proposes to
change the status quo ante, before the establishment of the State, before the existence of Zionism, before Socialism,
before the writing of the Communist Manifesto...Whoever rejects this proposition does but one thing only: furthers
the continuity of the Jewish people since its appearance on the stage of world history and until this very day...”
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From Israel’s Supreme Court ruling
5070/95, Piskei Din 721 (2):

“Jews in Israel are not perceived as one religiousethnic group…The perception of Jews as a
‘religious ethnic group’, in statements made by the
King as part of the Council for the Land of Israel,
derives from a colonial - mandatory approach. It
has no place in the state of Israel. Israel does not
exist as the State of a “Jewish ethnic group.” Israel
is the State of the Jewish People and is a reflection
of ‘the right of the Jewish People to national
rebirth in its own country’ (The Proclamation of
the Establishment of the State of Israel). There
are different movements in Judaism operating
both inside Israel and abroad. Each movement
operates in accordance with its own beliefs. Each
and every Jew in Israel, as well as each and every
non-Jew, has the freedom of religion, conscience,
and assembly. Our fundamental tenets provide
each individual with the freedom to decide to which
movement he or she wishes to affiliate.”

1. Do you agree with Begin that the Jewish
People constitues a single religion and a single
nationality? Can other nations be defined in a
similar way?
2. Are the definitions of religion and nationality
different for Jews in Israel than for Jews in the
Diaspora?
3. Does the position of the Supreme Court
reaffirm or contradict Begin’s assertions?

Photographer: Sa'ar Ya'acov, GPO.
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B. Marriage
An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset during a discussion
concerning “Who Is a Jew?” on 3 Adar I, 5730 (February 9, 1970), Knesset
Protocols:
“When we say that concerning Jews, and this is my opinion too, there is no separation between religion and nationality,
then, in terms of both nationality and religion, the answer to the question who is a Jew was and will be determined
only by Halacha [Jewish law]…What makes you harass this Halacha, why do you blame it, humiliate and despise it?
This Halacha, by which life in this world has been planted within us, this Halacha which has sustained us through
trials of blood and fire and exile and wanderings…What do these people want, for our children to be ashamed of
being born Jewish?...
It is true – there is an ancient prohibition of marriage between Jews and non-Jews. Is this racism? If so, then perhaps
our Hebrew language, which we have clung to, is also racism?...If mixed marriages were allowed, not a single Jew
would have ever survived or remained…We exist. It is our right to exist, and we will continue to exist…We do not
wish to assimilate…”

Prof. Yeshayahu Leibowitz concerning civil marriage. Published in Beterem, 1959:
“The claim that recognition of civil marriage by the State might divide the Jewish People into two parts who will not be
able to marry one another is based on a falsehood. It is falsehood to say that such recognition will annul the institution
of Kiddushin [the sanctification of marriage]. Anyone making such a claim ignores, knowingly, or unknowingly, the
reality of hundreds of thousands of religious Jews in the West who maintain marital relations with the sanctity and
purity of religious law under the jurisdiction of state laws which recognize civil marriage and divorce (i.e. England),
or even demand them (such as, in the past, the German Empire or the Weimar Republic). An observant Jew may
continue to marry a woman under Chuppah and Kiddushin, and should they, heaven forbid, divorce, they will do so
according to Jewish law. Those who rebel against religion will be satisfied with registering their marriage or divorce
with a government office as stipulated by law.”
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Did you know?

Did you know? In Israel, marriages can only
be performed by a religious official, certified
by one of the religious authorities in Israel
(the Chief Rabbinate, the Catholic Church,
the Muslim Sha’aria, etc.) Civil marriages
are only officially approved by the State if
they are performed outside its borders.

1. Do you agree with Begin that there is only one
definition for who is a Jew? Is this what actually
happens in reality?
2. Do you see the halachic [Jewish law] prohibition
of marriage between Jews and non-Jews as racist?
3. In the State of Israel, a person can only marry a
member of the same religion. Does this contradict
the principle of democracy?
4. Does Prof. Leibowitz solve the challenge
presented by Begin?
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Photographer: Herman Chanania, GPO.
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C. Conversion to Judaism [Giyur]
An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset during a discussion
concerning “Who Is a Jew?” on 3 Adar I, 5730 (February 9, 1970), Knesset
Protocols:
“I suggest the following rule: Judaism will not be coerced upon anyone, and no one will be coerced upon Judaism…
If a person is totally not Jewish but wishes to join the Jewish People, he must undergo giyur [conversion to Judaism].
This is the Halacha [Jewish law]…But I wish to ask the members of Knesset…: Should he not undergo giyur, and still
be recognized as a Jew, is this not coercion? Indeed this is coercion upon all the generations of the Jewish People—
and upon the millions who no longer exist and the millions who are still alive…nothing can ever be coerced. If the
person does not wish to convert, let him not convert. Under “nationality” it can be written: “unregistered.” He can be
a fully free citizen with equal rights. He can live as an irreligious person with no nationality. Why should a non-Jew be
coerced upon the Jewish People?
Concerning giyur in our time, conversion, in fact, should be made easier. There were different times, some easier
some harder. Today we live in a special time; there was a war unlike any other in the history of mankind. During
this war, six million Jews perished. There were individual men and women who helped our brethren and even
rescued them. They come to us. They
wish to become Jews. They are willing to
undergo giyur. For God’s sake, let’s make it
easier for them, for they committed a great
act of righteousness towards the Jewish
people…However, with the same degree
of honesty and respect that we issue this
call, we also have the right to ask those who
wish to join the Jewish People to make it
easier on us. The giyur is a rule according to
which we and our ancestors have lived for
thousands of years. If you wish to join us,
make it easier on us, fulfill the act of giyur…”

Photographer: Milner Moshe, GPO.
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Sociological Giyur – Dr. Dorit Lamberger, out of the Gesher website, “Citizenship
to Maturity: A Jewish Democratic State Under the Eye of Reality:”

“Sociological giyur means socially joining the Jewish society, while completely disregarding the method of
joining the Jewish People as its been formulated and designed by Jewish tradition for generations,
meaning religious giyur.
This social joining means: adopting Israeli society’s behavior patterns, culture, and identity, sometimes also
adopting traditional behavior patterns of the non-religious Jewish society, such as: fasting on Yom
Kippur, embracing the Hebrew calendar and holidays, etc.
The term became prevalent following the integration of hundreds of thousands of immigrants from the
former Soviet Union into Jewish society in Israel. This is also a giyur because it reflects an active
adaptation to the Jewish People in Israel and, it is sociological because this is a process that lacks any
religious conversion components. The sociological conversion turns these immigrants into ‘non-Jewish
Jews’: they are not Jews from the halachic standpoint, but they are Jewish in how they feel, in their selfidentification, and, especially in their behavior patterns, which are similar to those of the Jewish majority
who reside in Israel (including traditional patterns that were completely unfamiliar to them). This conversion
occurred as a direct consequence of their living in Israel, speaking Hebrew, studying in the Israeli educational
system, serving in the Israel Defense Force, living by the Hebrew calendar, etc. This giyur, even though
accepted, in practice, by some members of secular Israeli society, is not currently recognized
by the authorities and certainly not by the rabbinical authorities and Institutions.”￼￼ ￼

1. According to Begin, religion and nationality should not
be separated—does the giyur that Begin discusses include
national aspects? What is your opinion on sociological
conversion?
2. Is it appropriate for any Jewish Movement (including
secular groups) to be able to convert according to its own
way, and be recognized by the State?
3. Begin calls to ease the process of giyur because of the
tragedy of the Holocaust. Do you think conversion should be
made easier? Is it because of the Holocaust or regardless?
4. Between Begin’s and Dr. Lamberger’s approach to giyur,
who do you find easier to identify with, and why?
Photographer: Herman Chanania, GPO.
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D. The Sabbath
An excerpt from Menachem Begin’s speech in the Knesset concerning ultraOrthodox protests during the Sabbath, on 2 Heshvan, 5723 (October 30, 1962),
Knesset Protocols:
“Mr. Chairman, if a Jew raises a hand, or throws a rock, in order to defend the holiness of the Sabbath
rest, then he desecrates it immeasurably with a whole host of injuries. And he injures both the day as well
as man and God.
If a Jew calls his fellow man, whether dressed in plain clothes or in uniform, a “Nazi,” he does not only
defile his own lips, but also all that is precious and sacred to a generation whose lot in this life has been to
be orphaned and bereaved…Every person is responsible for his own speech and actions, and those who
use such profanity wound the soul no less than a brick that may harm the body…
In those neighborhoods, there is heroism,
sanctity, faith, and a true and honest
love of Israel. Their feelings towards the
Sabbath, not just as a day of rest, but
as one the most monumental historic
traditional values given to us and which
we have endowed upon the other nations,
are very deep, and I do not agree with
1. Begin criticizes and praises the ultra-Orthodox
the opinion that taking these feelings into
public in the same speech. With which part do you
consideration…is a sign of surrender or
identify more? Please explain.
weakness. It is an obligation and a mitzva
2. Do you think that taking the feelings of ultra[religious commandment] for both the
orthodox Jews into consideration strengthens or
government and the Knesset, regardless
weakens Israeli democracy?
of political outlook, to take these feelings
3. How do you celebrate the Sabbath?
into consideration…”
4. Is keeping the Sabbath as prescribed by Jewish

law the only way to celebrate it in the Israeli public
sphere?
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Scan code for movie ‘Making peace’

Conclusion

Menachem Begin was defined as a Jew through and through and a democrat to his very core. He
championed a liberal-national policy, which was reflected on several different levels: on the political level he
worked to strengthen the Jewish character of the state, while at the same time enhancing the principles
of freedom and equality and working for the advancement of human rights. On the social-economic
level he worked towards “converging the poles” while focusing on individual liberties on the one hand
(demonstrated by implementing free-market principles) and supporting weaker groups on the other, as
seen in the “Project Renewal”. Begin did not see a contradiction between these values but saw them
as completing and balancing one another, in order for nationality not to turn into nationalism and for
democracy not to become a tool for erasing identity.

Photographer: Sa’ar Ya’acov, GPO.
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