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Zionism belongs to us all, it united Jews in the past for a common cause and still could be a 
bridge between different communities all over the world. But in our global and semi-virtual 
world, the mission of cultivating the Zionist identity might be challenging.   

The Department for Diaspora Activities of the World Zionist Organization and The Canadian 
Zionist Federation have launched the Beit Ha’am Journey to stimulate honest conversations 
concerning the State of Israel and Israeli society. We believe that exploring Zionism’s modern 
dilemmas through dialogue empowers our Jewish identity and allows us to become better 
communicators and advocates for the State of Israel.
 
The Beit Ha’am Journey is your community’s opportunity to join the discussion!

Led by our professional staff of experienced Israeli educators, the Beit Ha’am Journey has proven 
to be a meaningful educational seminar for Jewish communities all over Canada and the US. 
 
The seminar’s contents and itinerary are being adjusted to fit perfectly with the communities 
needs and also for non-Jewish audiences. All our programs can be held with a variety of age 
groups, between 16-120  years old.

Who we are? 

The World Zionist Organization’s Department for Diaspora 
Activities works in more than 20 states around the world, 
for engaging young people in an open and honest dialogue 
about Israel. Our delegation to North America provides Jewish 
communities and educators a variety of educational materials 
and interactive programs, for provoking honest and meaningful 
discussions about Zionism and exposing the Jewish State’s beauty 
and complexity.

The Canadian Zionist Federation is an umbrella organization 
of Zionist groups in Canada associated with the World Zionist 
Organization. CZF strengthens the connection between Canadian 
Jews and Israel, through Israel education and engagement 
programs, seminars and cultural events. CZF strives to be a relevant 
and active address for Zionist activity throughout Canada, and 
particularly in smaller communities.

Ms. Gusti Yehoshua- Braverman, 
Head of the Department

Mr. Les Rothschild
President of the CZF
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Beit Ha’am Sessions

Discussions on a variety of topics, include diverse traditional and modern texts:

‘Walking a Tightrope’ 
Israel’s Supreme Court as a Model for Democratic Activism:
Can Israel maintain its democratic yet Jewish identity?
The Israeli Supreme Court is arguably the most activist court in the world, guarding democratic 
values and human rights with great zeal. In this session, participants will review some major moral 
questions regarding Israel’s commitment to human rights and better understand the role of its 
Supreme Court in promising it. 
The program has been uniquely crafted by experts in Israel who are at the forefront of the 
conversation concerning Human Rights in Israel. 

Cost: $180

‘My Jerusalem’ Beit Ha’am Session
An engaging and enriching workshop, based on Beit Ha’am materials.
We will review the modern history of Jerusalem, emphasizing the reality before and after the “Six-
Day War”. We will discuss a few of the most relevant current topics and will hear a live personal 
perspective of a “Yerushalmi” (native of Jerusalem).

Cost: $180

‘K”t B’November’ Beit Ha’am Session
The Zionist historic journey arouses some crucial questions for Jews all over the world:
 • Is the State of Israel utopia? 
  And if so, what does it mean for diaspora Jewry?
 • How Zionism is connected today to the notion of a utopian Israel?
 • Is the connection of Jews to the land of Israel mandatory?
 • What would have happened if Israel was established in Uganda?

With a great variety of thought provoking texts and videos the workshop will refer to those 
questions, promising a deep and meaningful discussion focussing on the core of Zionism.

Cost: $180

The World Zionist Organization - Department for Diaspora Activities 
is excited to offer BEIT HA’AM, 

an Israel education curriculum that inspires 
thought, debate and action!

BEIT HA’AM offers guided discussions on a wide range of topics relating to contemporary 
Israeli society, through the prism of progressive Zionism.

BEIT HA’AM: The Program
The BEIT HA’AM program includes “The Beit Ha’am Printed Collection,” which 
offers seven printed discussion booklets and a leader’s guide, as well as access to 
an extensive library of Beit Ha’am electronic files free for download.

• Yitzchak Rabin Z”L: The Man that Was There
• Kaf-Tet B’November: The Vote
• The Jewish Voice, on the Israel electoral process
• Ohel Ha’am, a 3-art series exploring the 2011 social protests in Israel
• The Object is Me: Between the Individual and the Group
• Not by the Right of Might but by the Might of Right:    

Menachem Begin’s Philosophy and Leadership
• Tu B’Shvat Hagadah       

 
and several more. Feel free to ask us!

The electronic library provides access to close to 15 additional files that explore 
the Jewish and Israeli national holidays and other relevant topics.

The Beit Ha’am Printed Collection includes:

Order the BEIT HA’AM Israel education kit for only $85 (including shipping). For 
more information and to purchase reach out to Rotem Malach, Central Shaliach 
of the WZO-DDA in North America, at RotemM@wzo.org.il.

Beit Ha’am
Z-Talks



 Beit Ha’am Journey

Israeli Cinema 

The “Beit Ha’Am Films” kit includes short Israeli films, carefully selected from dozens of award-
winning films. The films portray different aspects of Israeli society and issues that engage 
young Israeli artists, followed by structured discussions that provide experiential ways for 
learning about the people of Israel.
The films are not screened in chronological order, and it is not obligatory to watch them all. It is 
possible to choose one or more, according to your community’s specific needs and capabilities. 

Cost: $220 for session.
Screening followed by discussion and smartphone activity (optional)

The films: 
Etzleinu / Cleaning time (Directed by Alamork Marsha, 14 min)

Assegedu, a 40 year old Ethiopian woman, makes a living cleaning the homes of rich peo-
ple. Her daughter Haile (17) joins her after school. One afternoon Assegedu and Haile find 
a microphone and play with it, listening to the sound of their voices. Soon enough things go 
wrong and Assegedu finds herself in a moral and economical dilemma that will decide her 
future and her relationship with her daughter. 
Themes relevant to the topic: the immigrations to Israel, the Ethiopian community, economic 
inequalities, the weak and the strong, multiculturalism and generation gaps.
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Blessed  (Directed by: Prague Benbenisty, 16 min)

In her big Moroccan family Zohara is the daughter everyone takes for granted while Oshrit 
is the beauty who is about to get married. On the day of the traditional henna ceremony 
preceding the wedding, Zohara steals Oshrit’s blessing. The mystical power of this blessing 
transforms Zohara, bringing her love and changing the dynamics of her relationship with her 
sister. 
Themes relevant to the topic: ethnicity; tradition versus modernism; customs; particularistic 
versus universal; wedding and love; individual versus community and family; Israeli society; 
women in Israel; adaptation of Bible stories.

Tateh / Father (Directed by Yaniv Linton, 26 min)

Ran returns to the kibbutz to visit his father, who has suffered a sudden heart attack. There 
has been no contact between the two since Ran returned to his religious roots. Driving a rick-
ety Hasidic van -- which breaks down along the way -- Ran is anxious about the impending 
encounter with his father and the options for reconciliation.
Themes relevant to the topic: Israeli society, the kibbutz, newly devout Jews, Breslov Chassid-
ic sect, Jewish identity in Israel.
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Unique Sessions Led by Esther Serok, Ed.D 

Esther is the representative of the WZO Executive in North America as of January 2017. 
She has over 40 years of experience in education, teacher training, staff and curriculum 
development in multicultural settings.

Zionism- Is It Still Relevant in the 21st Century? 
An exploration of the Zionist ideology- The changes the Zionist term has undergone in the 
last few years and the possible message Zionism has today, with the existence of Israel as the 
ultimate product of the Zionist movement.

Cost: $300

Hatikvah- Is it a Jewish Anthem or Israeli National Anthem? 
A text research of the Hatikvah, an anthem that everybody knows how to recite. However, 
there are questions that should be addressed, as to why, who, and when the Hatikvah is 
recited. The discussion will include an interesting comparison to other countries’ national 
anthems.

Cost: $300

Tools for Hebrew Teachers and Jewish Educators

This session presents the wide variety of educational materials and programs, developed by 
the DDA-WZO, to expose participants to the Hebrew Language and to Jewish traditions. 

No Additional Cost
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Mevashlim B’ivrit (Cooking in Hebrew)

Experience Israel’s customs and traditions by cooking its culinary abundance.

The program started 3 years ago as a local joint venture of an Israeli chef and our passionate 
educators, and tis currently active in more than 25 Jewish communities all over North America.

For the Beit Ha’am Journey we offer a one-time session, which focuses on specific topic on the 
Israeli calendar and to relevant vocabulary of culinary and cultural phrases in Hebrew. 

We offer your community two different options: 
1. Event for the general community, coordinated by one organization
2. Two events for members, held separately by at least two organizations

Cost: $500 for session for 25-30 participants.
Not including the cost of ingredients, estimated as $150.
Ticket to cover the fee (recommended): $25 for person.
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‘Ben Gurion: Epilogue’ film screening followed by discussion

We are pleased to offer educational screenings of the acclaimed documentary ‘Ben-Gurion: 
Epilogue’. Along with the documentary, we provide educational resources developed 
especially to help discuss Ben-Gurion and his legacy. 
This Beit Ha’am unit examines how Ben-Gurion’s vision is similar or different to how Israel 
turned out today, 70 years later, and can be a great tool to hold a meaningful discussion 
about how Ben-Gurion has shaped Israel, its society, and its politics.
Based on archive material, the film reveals the final years of Israel’s founder, David 
Ben-Gurion. Excluded from leadership, he allowed himself a hindsight perspective, and 
introspective soul-searching. His reflections provide a surprising vision for today’s crucial 
decisions and for the future of Israel. 
‘Ben-Gurion: Epilogue’ trailer: Click here 

Cost: $350 screening followed by discussion.
Webinar with the creators: $150

Sermon at the synagogues

A sermon in the synagogues during Shabbat services - on a variety of topics about Israel and 
the Israelis.
 

Previous Beit Ha’am journeys:
Chicago, Saint Luis, Nashville, Chattanooga, Mobile, Montgomery, Pensacola, New 
Orleans, Miami, Vancouver, Calgary, Saskatoon, Toronto, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Washington DC, Denver, Tucson, Louisville and Boise. 

“It is an understatement to the great success this program was and the effect it had 
on Louisville Jewish community” (Rabbi David Ariel-Joel, The temple Louisville KY)
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Meet our Staff:

Roey Yamin | Head of the North America Delegation
Roey believes in the great contribution of the social sector to Israeli 
society, he was part of the executive staff of the Nalaga’at Cultural Center 
of artists with disabilities and a senior member of IGY- Israel’s LGBT 
youth movement. He is passionate about innovative platforms for social 
dialogues, and is the co-founder of a few of them such as Israel’s first art 
festival of deaf and blind artists that was offered to the general public. 
His first encounter with the Jewish diaspora took place as a Shaliach to 
Stanford University, and in his current position he wishes to connect Jews 
to Israel by introducing them to its innovative and rebellious society.  
Roey earned a B.A. in Communication & Political Science from Tel Aviv 
University, a Journalist Certificate from Koteret School for Media and a 
M.B.A. in the prestigious Mandel Social Leadership Program at Ben Gurion 
University in Beer Sheva. 

Lior Sagi | Educational Program Coordinator to Canada
Lior has over a decade’s experience as an educator and filmmaker, most 
recently as Director of the Multimedia Department at the Kibbutzim 
College of Education in Tel Aviv. He is a recent transplant to Toronto from 
Tel Aviv, although he spent most of his formative years in kibbutz Ein 
Gedi. His approach to education and life are rooted in the promotion 
of humanism, pluralism, an open dialogue and equal opportunities. He 
passionately believes in the contribution of every stream to the greater 
inclusive identity of our people and to the inherent role of Israel in it.  
Lior holds a BFA in Film and Television from Tel Aviv University and a MA in 
Education from the Kibbutzim College of Education.

Or Adi | East Coast Director
Or is a former Shlicha to Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
Prior to her work at the Department for Diaspora Affairs in the World 
Zionist Organization, she worked as a training coordinator in the Debate 
Company in Israel. Or speaks 4 languages (Hebrew, English, Arabic and 
Spanish) and is a vegan advocator and a smoothie connoisseur who shares 
her passion, talent and values on her popular Instagram account.
Or earned her BA in International Relations and Middle Eastern Studies 
from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.
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Dana Grietzer Gotlieb | West Coast Director
Dana ran her own graphic design studio for many years. In some point in 
her life she decided to use her entrepreneurial passion for establishing 
her own vivid Jewish community. Her mission led her to collaborate 
with diverse organizations and other community leaders, for finding the 
relevant bridges for bringing together people from different cultures, 
affiliations and backgrounds. Dana is the co-founder of the Cooking in 
Hebrew Program, and the leader of the successful Shabbat in the City 
collective in San Francisco. 
She holds a BA in Visual Communication, from Middlesex University in 
London. 

Chef Einat Abramovitch Partin | Cooking in Hebrew 
Program Manager
Einat has a decade of experience teaching Hebrew Literature in an Israeli 
high school. She was Supervisor of the Student Council, and a teacher’s 
instructor for several programs specializing in 7th and 8th grades, 
managing teams of 25 teachers and 250 students per grade level. Einat 
was also Coordinator for the ‘Mifgashim’ program at the Jewish Agency. 
She graduated from the San Diego Culinary Institute, and is currently 
the owner of a boutique dessert catering company called ‘Nati & Maya’s 
Sweet Creations’.
Einat holds a MA in Educational Administration, Policy and Community 
and B.A. in Hebrew Literature and Education and Certificate of Secondary 
School Teaching in Hebrew Literature from Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev. 
 
Talia Priel Tuch | LA Community Manager
Talia’s teaching career began while serving in the Teachers’ Unit of the 
Israel Defense Forces. She has over two decades’ experience teaching 
Hebrew and English at a high school in central Israel. Additionally, Talia 
was Educational Projects Coordinator at the Ministry of Education. She 
currently lives in Los Angeles, working as a Hebrew teacher and Projects 
Manager for the local Israeli and Jewish community. 
Talia holds a BA in Education, and a Certificate in Remedial Teaching and 
Didactic Diagnosis, from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.


